Us 
' 


. . 


. 


* 


* OA. 


' ET * 7 


111 

.. 25 1 
f $a * * - EY b j 
| . . 7 52 pr Fo 75 | 
| , % 
1 7 * 

end 9 Abe Aordbew, near Serie 1 

and 7ames "Woodward in Sca 
2 Stocks ; Mop 11 11. | 


1 To 
a — — - 4 "8 
l Pf 
0. _—_ kw 


© E 
- 
* 
he 
J : 
EY 
_— A * 
* —— 
1 3 
3 
* 
4 - 
— SG 
I<z' 
— 


8 


- 
— 
. 
Le 
= 
2 
— 
1 
* = 
, 
3 
* 
. 


<< AWC ge 23 * 


— 


9 we IA 


PUBLISHER, 


TO THE 


READER. 


I E Succeſs of the ſeveral Volumes. 
the NewAtalantis hes giver theWaork 
ſuch an Eſteem for the Auther, as to 
raiſe their Curioſity of viewing every 

at comes from the ſame Fant ; and this 

en the Cauſe, that the Letters, + Sean 

Volume now viſit the World in 1 Book by 


Thing 


themſelves, which were formerly Fab in 0s Af 


ther Company. 

have met with ſo many Gentlemen of Parts 
"and Polite Underſtanding, who have given them 
fo wncommon 4 Praiſe, and urg d ſo earneſtly their 
ing in this manner, that I cou d not, but per- 

22 my ſelf I ſbou d deſerve very well of the In- 

genious by this Undertaking, both in Juſtice to 

the Author, and the Town.; for it muſt be 
confeſs'd by all Impartial Fudges, that the ſe 

+ Letters are 4s Bright and Shining Eſſays of this 
Author s Wit,as any we have yet ſeen; t that the 
value of the Secrets here diſcover d, the Surpri- 
17 Incidents they afford, the Niceneſs of the 
Tyra: 7 NE the WP and En 4. 
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| that it not to oh 12 in moſt of the Perfors 
mantes of this nature. Wis 

ʃàfNpbat can be more Curious and Entertaining 
tas the unuſual Fortune of Mr. Wilſon ? More. 
tener, than that of Mrs. King er the Beau 

Mrs. 8. What more Natural, more Pay 

' thetique and touching, than the Letters of thi 
Queen — of to the Prince of Heſſe ? A 

how many Secret Memoirs of that Great Has 

Lie are here preſervꝰd, that muſt have bra 
boft 2 i or the Actount of then . * . 

5 in theſe Papers. 

Then all [i 2 who have an gau, of, or 4 AA 
fire to ſee Examp, les of that Eaſineſs of Stile an 
Aadareſs, which is ſo beautiful in Writing. of 
Letters, muſt be infinitely delighted with thaf 

_ of this Volume, which are hefty Renrarkeble 

For that Exiellence. 2 

But to do Juſtice to every Particular, wo 
bs to mate Notes on every Letter; it is 4 Tek 

Above my Talent, and maſt therefore, 
Left to 's e Ingenious and Polite Read F: * N 

fufficient for my Fuſtification, that I, have ' fepas 

rated them from things of another nature and 45 

not her Author, in Glen FO . be «fry 

Perſons of the firſ Merit. . 

I ball only add, that I have been at" 0 
Pains to procure an Addition of another Ci 
7, _ wious Piece of this Author, which h 

n * till nom ſeen Ligh!, and which I preſume equal 

1 5 worthy the Peruſal of the Public; and the Ri 

iy "main of the Aut or. of As \/ 
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Coin Int reagues, 
: In a Collection. W.- 


OxtGiNaL Lerrkks, 
hy From the ISLAND of the 


NEW ATLANTIS. 
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ing to fitigue ſelf with 2 

15 long 3 to your Madam, in hopes 
of entertaining you for an Hour. I 

I wiſh 1 may not be diſappointed, and in 
giving my ſelf Pain, afford your Ladyſhip- 
no Pleaſure; The c or probability 1 
leave to your Cenſure. I have nothing to 
offer againſt either, but a Woman's Ma- 

. when animated Ft Revenge, is 


= | = powerful enough * make. her 


OY 
| 1 05 . 


A 8 * 
N ; . En Court mreagues, 3 
} 3 I Thelittle Intereſt T have in the World 
 -— muſt always be at the Devotion of the 
niir Sex; and it has been my good Fortune 
28 ſometimes to render em Services.” A young 
'. * -- ?* Lady, who has it in her power of com- 
'}  _- - manding me as ſhe pleaſes, not long ſince 


1 recommended to me an Affair of an elderly 
V GBentlewoman's, who had been, a Favourite 
(in a late Reign) of the then She:Favour- 
ite, but has jm been abandon'd by her, 
(whether grown out of uſe or for ſome other 
reafon) Diſguſt and Neglect has ſucceeded 
her Care and Kindneſs; nor could all her 
former ſecret Services oblige her to remem- 
ber her as ſhe ought, tho' in an Occaſion 
where it was to do her ſelf no Hurt: She 
ungratefully refusd to uſe her Intereſt ta 
the Lord Keeper in .a,Caufe ſhe.chad des? 
pending, (where I had the Opportuility of 
ſerving her) as ſhe might eaſily have dane, 
without any Prejudice to her {elf. This ſe 
tranſported. the old Lady, (With Anger and 
Reſentment) that I think there is nothi 
{ſhe would not attempt for her Revenge 
She told me in a Rage a thouſand dange-1 
rous Secrets againſt my Lady .... ; pre 
tended Gratitude to me, ſet her upon pay- 
ing my Score at her coſt. One part of het 
Entertainment I here preſent your Lady: 
ihip. But before you imagine her the oak 
er, allow me to ſay ſomething by. way of 
Introduction. 2ͤ 


* 
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10 Tay apt rem it, (ib 
ome e, one 1. W.- , 8 
Was N about the Town by the Name 


of Beau NI) from very mean 


cumſtances and an obſcure Conditian, pa Y 


up an Equipage, and made a Fi . be- 
yound many. of the N 14 75 

ing ſome, few. Years, (Lcan't ed; tell 
how long) he Was Kk 'd by one Mr. I. 
going to fight a Duel with him; tlie re- 


port ran, that IL. murder'd him before he 
could draw his Sword: Nor could it ever 


be diſcover'd, either before or ſince his 
Death, who it was that had ſupported him 
in all that Grandeur. Moſt certain it is, 
that being a younger Brother, his Friends 


had procur'd him a Colours, and in that 
Poſt he was. ſent 


t to ſerve in anders; 

where he had not long continu'd, but he 
was broke, as ſome report, for Cowardigg. 
But be it as it would, he might well By 
with Themiſtecles, that he dd been loſt if be 

bad not been loſt: 
ſities, that a, then Colonel (but ſince, i by 


the Death of his Father, a Baronet) lennt 
( but as he thought gave) him forty Shil- 
lings to Terve him in his Paſſage back for 
Exglapd., Here, within a ſmall time, hne 


appear'd the brigheſt Star in the Hemiſ⸗ 
phere: His Coaches, Saddle, Hunting, 


N — DreſCand Table, | Z 


were 


WT £ | 
M0 3 that 


For ſuch Were his Netel- © 
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Were the admiration of the World, and 


continu'd ſuch when they ſaw him conti- 
nue them, and that they could not aſſign 
any ſupport to all this Glory. He never 
play d, or but inconſiderably ; entertainꝰd 
with Profuſneſs all who viſited him: Him- 


ſielf drank liberally; but in all Hours, as 


well ſober as otherwiſe, he kept a ſtrict 
guard upon his Words; tho ſeveral were 
either employ'd by the Curioſity of others, 


or their own, to take him at his looſer 


Moments, and perſuade him to reveal his 
Secrer, But he ſo inviolably prefery'd it, 
that even their Gueſſes, were but at ran- 
dom, and without probability or founda- 
tion. Re was not known” to be an ad- 
mirer of Ladies; for amidſt all his Divers 
ſions, we (that way) hear no News gf 
his Pleaſureg; tho? he might, doubtleſs}, 
have bad the good Fortune to have pleaſed, 
his Perfon being no ways deſpicable. What 
adds to our Surprize, is, that he appropriat 
ted none of his Hours, he was at all times 


to be found, ever and with ſome of his Peo- 


ple; (ſeemingly open in Converſation, free 
from / Spleen or Chagrin; in a word, he 
had that ſettl'd Air, as if he were afſur'd 
hits good Fortune would for ever continue, 
One of his Friends advis'd him to Purchaſe 
whilt he had Money. Mr. W-—thanked 
him, and faid, He did not forget the future 
Sie M iu 
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—— — — 

in the preſent, he was oblig'd to him for 
his Counſel, but whilt'he:liv'd itẽ,ẽwould 
be ever thus, for he was ahways certain 
to be Maſter of ſuch a ſum of Money. 
This more and more confounded the 
World: For if they would ſay he derivd 
his good Fortune from tlie Ladies, there 
was ſcarce any rich enough to ſupport him, 
neither did hei beſtow - any, of: his : Time un- 
accounted for; and tis not to be believ'd 
that the fair Sex, being ſuch rigid Credi- 
tors in Love, would not, at leaſt, expect 
ſuch conſiderable Sums. Thoſe who pre- 
tend to gueſs better; have recourſe to 
Chimiſtry, (I mean ſuch as have faith in 
the Hermetiot Philaſopiy-) and ſaid he. h¹,j 
found The Grand Secret, and" was Maſter 
of that unvaluable Tranſmnting Stowe, at 
leaſt of a Powder that had Peer to make 
Gold of Silver, But whence: ſhould he 
have this Diſcovery. ? Who could be found 
ſo obliging to-beſtow ſuch a Fortune upon 
an obſcure Perſon, unacquainted to tlie 
whole Set of Pretenders; in Iriſmegiſtuss 
Art? What Raymund us Lullins would im- 
part this darling Secret to an Uſeleſs, Illi- 
terate, Unknown ? Or ſay it were be. 
ſtow'd upon him, when did he find time 
tor the Operation? Or if he had, during 
his being private, wrought ſu „ 
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his Life, why did he not Purchaſe with it? 
Or what became of that precious Metal? 

an inconſiderable Sum being all that could 
be found after His Death. This may alſo! 
be urged to thoſe who blaſted his Reputati- 
oh with tke Report, that he muſt once 
have robb'd a Holland Mail, of a conſide- 
rable quantity of rough Diamonds; tho? 

another Perſon ſuffer'd for it, and deny*d* 
the Fact to the laſt. Others would have 
it, that the Jews kept him, (I don't find 
they can tell for what, ) it being very un- 
likely that a ſet of Men ſhould agree to 
maintain the Riots of an unſeleſs Perſon; 
neither did he frequent their Converſation 
in Publick. And, as we haye before ob- 
ſerv'd the grand Objection continues ſtill in 
force, in that Mr. N was nevet want” 
ing, nor had he any particular kno-/n Con- 
fident; or if he lad, they lia ve been rige- 
rouſly juſt, — to him but to his Me- 
mory. Thus is this great Secret like te 
continue ſuch; for neither Time not 

Chance, which are reported for the certain 

Difcoverers of all Things, have yet fe. 
_ veaPd it to us, unleſs by the following Re- 

lation you will allow the Riddle to be at 

length expounded, which you muſt do mie 
the Favour to imagine you hear a'Tralicious 

Perfon making to me. I do not promiſe to 

give it you eitherr-ifor all her Words, yet 
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in her Cite eumſtance and in the”grafs*tis 
33 c3notnot arr ot. e 


% 


thus eee 
| * 


Forcing the Tears, (to make her Tres. 


chery Tolerated.) Uagrateful Lady! eryö 
the, her Hatdkerchie or her Efe, Je 
1s the Temper” of the Groat,"they hate why 
they have truſted, and thoſe by vom they have 
been much val gel; 1) ſooner would they fe. 
give and ſerve a mortal Euemqʒ being in nb. 


thing more perfect than 


Hgratitue. Once 1 


was bhelox d, truſted and Favour d, or I h 


not been 4 muandger f "guilty Sebrets. All the 
time of "the late Ning Lift, I was indeed tox- 
ſider d, but "tis paſt, and I am forgotten; but 
tranſported with wy Reſentivents, I de [ay 10 hem 6 


Jou, that if I had beeſ base, was more than 


once in my Pipe to ruin herr this ungratt ful 
MeL 5 thy 3% 350 h 79; 93 10 
After her Attendance was over in the 
King's Cloſet; the took me Ohe 2 
--Th 


: 


to walk with het in the Gardens at- - 
Seaſon was hot, and the Air refreſhing. 
In one of the moſt retired” Walks, we. 
found there lying upon the Ground, a 
Perſon whom we after knew to be one 
Mr. , 4. Cadet of 4 Gentleman's 
Family, but in. tis Circumſtances unfortu- 
nate; his Pofture was melancholy, his 


- 


Looks dejected, and ſo hu ried in thought, 
that he rais d not his Eyes to us, tho? my 
OT 1 Lady 
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Tourt Intreagues. 


Nah ( who is now) made a full ſtop, and 
aid ſome Moments to conſider him 
She ſaw ſomething either in his Air or 
Face, or both, that irreſiſtibly charm'd 
her; Tho' perhaps he ought” not to be 
reckon*d amongſt thoſe Beauties that ſtrike 
all thoſe who look on em with Love and 
Wonder, yet he might very well be ſaid 
to be a pretty Man: However with Mr. 


Dryden, we may a: 


The Cauſe of Love can neuer be alen dj; 
Iis in no Face, but in the Lover's Mind. 


Whether her amorous Star had then the 
Aſcendant, that ſhe could nat reſiſt her 
Fate, or willing herſelf to give in to the 
Pleaſures of Love in an Amour of Secrecy, 
or any other cauſe, but we paſs'd and re-. 
pais'd him ſeveral times ( tying: cloſe our 
Hoods, and. pulling em as mueh as could 
be to hide our Faces) without raiſing his 
Perſon or Curioſity; therefore leaving me 
at the Garden Gate, with Inſtructions, ſhe 
too Cgach for London, and bid me try to! 
diſcover who he was. I went and ſeated 
my ſelf . ſo near, that he could no longer 
avoid turning his Looks towards me; 
whereupon he aroſe, and ſaluting me with 
a.Bow civil enough, walk'd away. I get 
up and follow'd him, keeping ſo cloſe _ 
A , — 
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hy Court Intreagues. ) 
he could not but fanſie I had a deſire to 
ſpeak with him: But that ſeem'd none of 
his Concern. He was going as faſt he 


could to that Door which opens into Hide- 

be Park, when I call'd, Stay, Sir, have you no 

ike Curioſity to hear what can be ſard 5417 ? None: 

nd at all, Madam, heanſwer'd,” unleſs the God- 

aid deſs of Fortune ſhould call upon me to offer 
Hr. 


72 vary Iam ſbe, repl 
that blind Deity beſtows her Bleſſings at random, 
and therefore not always to the moſt deſerving. 
You ſam the Lady who not lomg ſince parted with 
me; no Goddeſs could have ſent you ſoinvalus-/ 


ble 4 Preſent as is her Haut. The News per- 
her e (anſwer'd my careleſs: Gentleman) 
the. W voald not be unpleaſing to thoſe who have am 
cy, Wl inclination to : Toys, for fand in need of 
re. W more ſubſtantial Favours; my broken Fortunes 
our WW are not fit for Ladies; this Night I mean to 
uid WW poſs in the Neighbouring Park, to ' deretywi 


the thing is once reſold'd on, 4 Moment or two 
more of Pain being the only difference, ought 
not to keep 1 in ſuſpence ; therefore, Ma- 


Perſon. alive for yours or any other fair 
Occaſions. To conclude, upon my preſſing 


not 


with my ſelf what to do : Death is my Refuge, 
the manner of it is only the debate 2 The? = | 


dam, you cannot but find me the mo 1 
Laay's 


and encouraging him, he told me, he had 
been broke in Flanders, and was undone, * 


fome of thoſe. Favours Iv e, | 
„for "tis | 


"— 


.09 


: * | REI 
10 Caurt Inrreagnes. 

Dot only in his Fortunes, hut Reputation, 
which had been blaſted by Malice and 
Miſtake; and that being deny'd Revenge 
upon his too powerful Enemies, he was 
determin'd to turn it upon himſelf. I ſaid 
all L could to diſſwade him from Deſpair; 
told him his berter Angel had lately, in 
the Form of my Friend, appear d to bus > 
that if he would live but till to Morrow, 
N u would engage to eaſe him of part 
Ii e M My Spark was no o- 
fe out of conceit with Life, but bes 
cauſe he had not the means of living in it 
with. Pleaſures, or rather Conveniency, 
5 _ erin he before LY 
ortune. I thought it improper to \ 
him, leſt by means of any of Beddendas, 
he might diſcover us: So that I told him 
if he would but walk to the Gravel · Walla 
in the Part, I would come round and take 
him up in a Hackney-Coaely, and cathy; 

him to London. That there might be no 
return for him that Way, I took care to ſnut 
the Garden Noor after him. When L had 
got a Coach, IL went to look for my Sole. 
dier: I found him at his Poſt upon Duty. 
I took him up, and bad him have courage, 
for Fortune had dene more for him than 
he, ud have had the preſumption to del 
ſire. He put on a more pleaſing Air, and 


| W me (till we came to LaxdomY 
| WIEN 
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Court Intreaguss. 11 
E ( 
with Rallery upon our Adventure, preſs ! 

me cloſe to diſcover to him wo we were. 
I told him, *twas Fairy Land, which when 
evet reveal d, would fly before him; but 
charg'd him to attend the next Night at 
Twelve (if it did not Nain, as there Was 
then little probability of any) at the Rail 
that goes into St. ame = Part, at the end 
of the Walk by Madam Mazarines Lodg- 
ings: He faibd not his 'AMgnation,” nor 
we to meet him. The cuſtom̃ of the Place 
permitting Masdis the Moon ſhone bright, 
and the Centuries were civil“ My Lady 
was ſo charmid with her Lover; that tilt 
two of the Clock ſhe did not think of re- | 
tiring. ' She had no interruption in her Ml 
Amour,” but diſoours'd him ſo much to 
her Satisfaftion, that at parting {he put in- * 
to his Hands à Bill for Five Hundred 
> Aer Sir . rg then or- 
ring hith te ftay with me for 4 quatter 
. l. Haut, we ſtruck; / unſeen 5 him; 
into Madam Maar in's, where Her Chair 
and People waited: The gteatneſs of the 
Preſent amuz d him, he cduld ſcarce be 
heve his Own Eyes, nor that Moon which | 
lent him Light to read hig good Fortune, 
But I muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, tha 
he bore it handſomly. Toi e idee, "ME. 
dam, faid he, the: Gotidefſs ß, of, ant 
ir bat juſt that at your Shrine, J offer part Ar 
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85 what, hr jour means, I have rereiv d. 1 told; 
| bim, t 


at the Lady who had beſtow'd that 
upon him, took care to let Perſons that 
ſerv'd her ſtand in no need of dividing her 
Favours. We took Coach at St. James's: 
Gate, and I ſet him home to his - own' 
Lodgings near Hip 2 s, for fear he ſhould: 
return and ask w . ages a at Ma- 


dam. Mararinꝰ s; tho? ours vas got home 


before me, but ſo tranſported; and ſo in 
Love, that I was ſurpriz A. who found no 
ſuch Inclinations in my ſelf of ” admiration; 


for the Perſon that had charm'd her. How: 


often did ſhe Embrace and Kiſs me ? IL 
believe in Imagination that t was Mt.. 


She begg'd my Conduct and 
the management of an Affair are © 


her Pleaſure and her; Intereſt; en conſi- 
derable Points) depended. She ſaid, ſue 
was reſfolv'd to ſhew. what a Fortune id 
was to be her Favourite; that ſhe intend 


ed to abundantly exceed the Hopes I HA 


given him, and Av be the very Goddeſs 
of Bounty to him. He had Principles 
and Vertue, with' a Soul deſerving the 
nobleſt Favours; that could he be bak {e- 
cret, (which ſhe would not doubt) her 
Pride ſhould be, to raiſe his Fortunes 68 
qual to his Merit. When I waited on her 
in the Morning, her Thoughts were rather 
more inflamed, She aroſe to her ſtrong 

| | 5 Bos 
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Court Intreagues.. 


Guineas, With an Order upon the ſame 


laden with Riches and Inſtructions, I took 
a Chair to the Piazza. Diſcharging it 


not yet ſtirring. After a little waiting, I 
was intrgduced to his Bed fide. *Twas 
then that T could not chuſe but make ſome 
Reflections upon the Viciſſitudes of human 
Affairs. The Chamber was two Pair of 
Stairs, dark and dirty, the Furniture 
old and. poor: Riſe, Sir, faid I to him, 
and meet your good Genius; I am ſent as the 


hundred Guineds thrown upon the Bed for your 
Mornings welcome : *Tis your Lady's Pleaſure 
that you ſhould immediately put your ſelf in 4 


hers. Tale the yg" Lodgings (till a 
Hauſe can be furniſb d) that the Town affords ; 
form your Equipege according to the niceſt, rich- 
55 ancy; be every thing that's Great and No- 
Jo thoſe that have Money all things may 


tient till your Fortune ſhines equal to the Opinion 
that is had, of your Merit. Reſt aſſured that 


for a day, but fur ever. All you have to perform, 
| cya pry 1019 eres Jr if intro 
| X Ex: 4 . * | | =” 9, 


- 


Box, and gave me a Bag of a Thouſand | 
Banker for five Hundred more. So that 


God of Riches was to Timon; there's fifteen 


be perform d with Expedition. She is  impa- 


hers are nos tranſitory Favours; they are not 


there, I walk'd to a Coach, which-carry'd 
me to Mr. W--—-*s Lodgings, who was 


Condition fitting the Favourite of Love and 
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Ruin, and the heighth of Baſeneſs in jan, 
level tha by v2 go were 3 This au 
ore your Indiſcret ion ( if you are guilty of uh 

70 e 


her, and nt ver , by an indiſereet Curioſity, en. 
deavour to (difeover her; perhaps Time an 
Experience may bring her to truſt the mighty 
Secret with jou; till then, if hon inquire, 
ard ſucceed in that Enquiry, you muſt not ung 
boſe Her, but your Life alſo. Beware leſt like 
the Pſyche in Apuleius, you ſeek not to behold 
the dangerous Cupid. Theſe Lines are recom- 
mended for your Motto, from Sin William 
Davenahe td tn [no IH nach 


Ask not Bodies (doom'd to die) 

to hat Abode they go, 
Knowledge is but Sorrow's Spy, 

it is not ſafe to know. © 


WA. <> 2201 | * N 
Amuſe the World, and let em. in vain inquire 
whenct you derive this Fortune. It is not to he 
told; for in tellim, the Principles are deſirq u, 


and you renzove far from you, Her, the Funda, 
tion apon which you ſtand. [will alſo be het 


- 


will bring to paſs. Hut becauſe me 
ty believe ill of theſe we reſolve to favanrg; ſit 
has not half my . Apprehenſions of oat Judi: 
cretion, and therefore orders you to come this 
Night at Twelwve.of the Clock to the Two-—--Poſts 
in the Pall-Mall. Ast no Queſtions, . nor 
will you needy for I ſhall take care tobe there to 
| | in. 


ourt Intreagues, 


introdace you. But becauſe Ipſtruttions may 
be then improper, tate em . now Jos will fin 
y Lady in Bed, there ſhall: be but one Light in 
5 Chamber, but do not ( by it endeavour to 
ſee her Face; be ſatisfied, char ſhe's young, awd 
by ſome thought the handſomeſt. Hate us. 
your ood . I ſuj poſe fieep will not. 
our buſineſs. When the Clock ftrikes Two, riſe 
and be gone, 4 Chair ſhall wait to carry you home. 
Thus may You be bleſs'd both with Riches and 
Beaaty, and for the continuation N both, 175 
intirely depends on your ſelf , whilſt you pleaſe 
Jon ſhall 1 the only REA The Enes 
ments are too dangerous and expenſive for Re- 
petition, neither will ſhe be able, without diffs- 
Wl culty, to ſteal thoſe happy Hours alloted you. 1 
ſuppoſe when you are together, you will take 
Meaſures for future Favours. Farewel, and 
remember to be, if poſſible, ( what is diſſicult in 
this turn of Fortune) Diſcreet. . _ 
Thus, for a long time, did our happy 
Lovers taſte uninterruptedly the Sweets of 
ar tf * 2 took a Houſe and fur- 
niſh'd it ſplendidly, appearing to all Eyes 
the wonder of his Tie 5 Ny Ladys GP r- 
tunities were few, which the better help'd 
to conceal the Myſtery ; her Hours always 
late, ſo that Mr. N having the Keys 
brought every Night into his own Cham- 
ber, without acquainting any of his Ser- 
vants, he would riſe and dreſs himſelſ, and 
: 3 90 
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go in or out unknown to any of em, a 
Chair, . by my directions, always Waiting 
to carry him. Thus (when the World 


would wonder that he never abſented him. 
ſelf from publick Views ). has this great 


Secret paſs d. His Expences were ſo vaſt; 


that, as the Town ſaid, none but a Queen 


could ſupport, without ruining her ſelf; 
which confounded all Penetration , and 
well deſerves to be ſet down as 2 princip 
Article in the account of ſecret Service, &. 
One Night returning with me from the 
Rendezvous, my -Lady--—told me, © '{he 
was undone, for that Fool V. would 
be knowing. She had in vain warn'd him 
againſt himſelf. and that deſtroying: De 


vll, Carioſity ; he ſeem'd reſolv'd, and had 


gone ſo far as to tell her, that if it colt i 
whatever was deareſt to him, he could 
not be eaſie till ſhe had given him that laſt 


Proof of her Love. Ah, my Dear; crys 


ſhe, what Things theſe Men are? Whillt 
we yet have any Reſerve, we ſtill are im 


portun'd - tis a ſupply to Converſation, 


which without a Theam languiſhes: Love, 


however Omnipotent he be counted, abates 


much of his Divinity when he comes to 
full Enjoyment. I muſt either fee - this 
Creature no more, or reſolve to diſclole 
my ſelf, I cannot wiſely do the latter; 
for W.. . .. ſeems to be too weak a Veſſel 
q | ws 10 
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to truſt my Secret tõ; the Fumes of his 
good Fortune has turn'd his Brain. Is he 
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not ſatisfied that 1 love him more than T 
ought, without I love him as much as 1 
can ? Ah, this might have ſucceeded when 
Love was young, and Defire ſtronger ; {4 
whilſt my Paſſion had; yet the gloſs of No- {1 
velty ; but 1 ſee him now with the Eyes 1 
of Cuſtom; I have taken leiſure to view i 
32 him with Conſideration; he is undone by | 
he it, for his Defects balances his Poſſeſſions, ] | 
15 and he, at leaſt, wants as many Vertu 1 
10 as he enjoys. Nothing can be more diſa- Il 
15 1 greeable than Importunity: L. am tit d by MN 
De | my ſofrer Moments are fatigu'd with | 


hal What Opinion can a Perſon have of 
our Underſtanding, when we yield that 

yl impertinent Solicitations, which we 
n dave refus'd to Reaſon? Were I but 
ſecure, that he would never come to the 

a nowledge of who I am, I could be well 
: ontented to let the Affair end here; and 
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zr would take care (for the Dignity of my 

10 Wormer Paſſion) to ſee him ſo well pro: | 
oY ided for, chat he might end his Days, [ 
are rith Splendor. More juſt in this than For- fl 
* une, (that fickle Goddeſs) who makes her i 


Jose Prort our of the Ruins of her Favourites. 

$ ab be as mich at the Calamity of | 

ene roſperityöf whom the raiſes. That tharg 
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Court Intriegues. 


becauſe that manner of living more refin'd 


4, than grant by halves. - How cap I whiptt 


not hitherto thought fit to beſtow ſuper: 


what Advice I think neceſſary for th our 


augli to ſnatch hence thoſe forbidd 


numerary Sums of Money for him to pur- 
chaſe any great Eſtate with, was becauſe 
he ſhould have a more immediate Depen- 
dance upon my Bounty; Neither did I 
refrain his natural Inclinations to Expence, 


his Converfation, and brought him ſomuch 
nearer to my Taſte. But now that the 
matter is otherwiſe, you ſhall meet him 
the next time in my place, and give him 


ſakes. ns 5 * 
I went accordinly, he took me for his 
Lady ; tho” inſtead of being in Bed, I fat 
within the Curtains upon the Bed fide: 
After ſome little ſilence, Madam (laid he) 
are you come with mare favourable Iuclinat ion 
to your Slave? Or are you reſolved to-perſeven 
in your cruel Denial? Better by much to refute 


to my Heart that I'm beloved, when treate 
with ſuch Reſerve? Is not the fight of the Pats 
ſon enjoy d, half. the Pleaſure ? When I haw 
you in my Arms, know I what Ideas to fla 
Mind with ? Jis true, your Mit ana Comva 
ſation have a thouſand Charms; but where tx 
lovely Face is wanting, Fmjoyment muſt be Int 
perfect. Where is that nable Confidence mid 
| ing Reſerves 
the Perſon loviag and being belgvea? My Ha 


pineſ 
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pineſ is ſo imperfett, that I know not how, pro- 
perly, it can be called ſuch ; if I am to be un- 
done by the Sin of Knowleage, *twas the loſs of 
. Paradiſe, and muſt be mine. Whether Puſh'd 
on by my evil Genius, or ſome more irreſiſtible 
unaccountable Power, I am reſolved this Night 
ſhall end m Pain; (if you do not think fit 
your oY to oblige me with the diſcovery). thus 
( claſping your lovely Body in my Arms) will I 
expect the Morning, Do will 75 the Char- 
mer; but if your Face happen to be unknown to 
me (as tis ſcarce poſſible, ſince the late Oppor- 
tunities T have had of ſeeing thoſe fem Perſons 
who have it in their Power to do as you have 
done) I' follow you this moment, like your Sha- 
dom, till T explore that Secret you have ſo long, 
ſo diſobligingly, and ſo religiouſly kept; and to 
which you can have no other Motive, but vile 
diſtruſt of my Honoar, or have too grea an opt- 
in of my Vanity. Pray gueſs how obliging 
this muſt be to a Lover, who would die to ſerve, 
but wever can deceive you. Ungrateful! In- 
terrupted I, diſcovering my Fa Fool and 
Traytor, both to thy own Fortune, and thoſe 
Conditions thou at firſt mad'ſi with me, and 
wert ſworn to obſerve : Came not this Lady to 
thee, like thy better Fortune, with flowing Love 
and laviſh Bounty, at the laſt of all thy Hours, 
when every Star had abandon d thee, and thy 
N. was I etingive into eternal Rain ? 
aſt thou not, by her 90 of Paſſion; her pro- 

13 
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Court Intriegues. { 
digality of Love, (bone like a blazing Meteor, 
ih 12.15 and 42 of the 2 Happy ? 
Mould' ſt thou with Baſeneſs requite Favours ſo 
invaluable ? Not naming the lie, of her own 
lovely Perſon, 4 Glory Rings would pride them 
ſelves in.. . Go... . , ſhe ſhall never fee the 
mort, from this Moment thy better Fortune turns 
her Face from thee, her N ae Star had 
not forſaken her, ſhe had Warnings or Preſages 
of thy Villanies, andwill no longer truſt her 10 
with one ſo ungrateful; even nom ſhe raviſhes 
from thee, the Continuation of thoſe Bleſſings 
ſhe had beſton'd ; deſpiſed and poor, gather up 
the Shipwyecks of thy ruin'd Fortune, depart 
4 Country where thou haſt ouly blazed, and if 
thou art wiſe, will vaniſh from... . . Never, 
Madam ( interrupted he briskly ) ſo long as 
our happy Monarch Reigns, and my Goddeſs poſ- 
ſeſſes his Favour. Ste, Madam, if I had any 
occaſion to be obliged to her, or you, for the know« 
 leage of... . Is ſometime ſince I had the good 
luck to diſcover her; but I'm perſuaded, had I 
ever been where ſhe was , 2 muſt have 
done it. Oar Coaches once met in Hide- Park, 
ſbe was then ſpeaking as we paſs*d, and the Tone 
and Mode of her Voice are too particular to be 
conceal” ;x beſides, her Hand unglovd reſted 
«pon the Window, and ſhe had upon her Finger 
that large Diamond Ring, which, for its parti- 
eular Beauty, ſhe was 2 to accept and wear 
4s my Preſent; my Heart ronfeſs'd the Char- 
x - | | mer, 
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mer, and flew after Jer Chariot Wheels. Let 


her but recollect how long ſince that happen d, and 


from thence aſſure her ſelf of my Diſcretion, and 


that ſhe has no occaſion to diſtruſt her moſt faith. 


ful Slave. As for you, Madam, IT remember 
well, my Life was to be the price of this impor. 


Chance made the forfeit, I can't well fear ſuch 
fair Enemies: I therefore, with my Rees to 
the Ground, beg 4 you to interceed for ( and 
with ) me to my Goadeſs, that ſbe may permit 
me to ſerve her out of Love, as before out of 
Gratitude. My Ardours have been much re- 
doubled, ſince touch'd with that noble Paſſion, my 
Tranſports have, had 4 more exalted Motive; 


tant Secret; if e "tis yours to take, tho" 


for to a Heart like mine, Intereſt can never atb 


like Love. Joa have Power to do all things 
with her; male her eaſy under this Diſcovery. 
What I pretend to from hence, is, but a greater 


freedom in the Enjoyment of her my Soul is fond 


of, that all conſtraint may vaniſh, I may ſee her 
2 her 45. and Shape, : 2 2 and 
every other Grace, ſometimes Eat with her; 
no remote Pleaſure in Love) and in ſhort, 
make it appear that I can value and adore her 
as I ought. Can I be properly ſaid to have 4 
Paſſion for her whilſt ſhe was unknown ? *Tis an- 
ly then ſince ſhe mas reveaPd to me, that mine 
can be call d ſuch, from thence it begins its Axa, 
and ſhall continue to the end of my 15 If (as 
all agree) the nobleſt Pleaſure be in Pleaſing my 
bs Bad | | 


; Go. 
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ly happen'd was fo unforeſeen, that I had 


Princeſs muſt have wanted that Pleaſure fince I 


could not, with good Senſe, pretend to love what 


T did not known; ſhe might, for mhat I conld 
tell be old, or very ugly. *Tis true, I was grate- 
ful to my Benefattref: no more.. . But there 
are other Tranſports due to Love, not to be imi- 
tated, and impoſſible to be conteaPd. Mill ſhe 
not have led to be better ſatisfiy'd mith me, 
when my Heart, filPd with her fair Image, has 
voluntary Fondneſs? When all my Tranſports 
are excited by her Beauty, and that I conſider 
nothing in the Poſſeſſion of her, bat her own 
Charms? Here he left ſpeaking, and me in 
an irrecoverable Amazement. I roſe and 
kd nis leave to retire, for what had news 


no Commiſſion to treat upon it, but the 
next Night, if he pleas'd, (to be in the 
ſame Place) I might wait upon him with 
ſuch Commands as might decide his Deſti- 
ny. eee 
Nor you, nor any living Soul can gueſs 
the Lady's Grief and Rage; ſhe wept, ſhe 
fobb*d, ſhe travers'd the Lodging, Diſ- 
dain and Fury fill'd her. Eyes and Motions; 
ſhe accus'd her own Indiſcretion, or, to call 
it better, Folly. When the height of her 
indignation was abated ; See ( fays ſhe) 
the jult Reward of ingrateful,” new and | 
ſuddain Paſſions ; J am going to pay deat- | 
ly for mine. Oh Duty! how en 
r 8 
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of thee? N.. ... ſhall never ſee me more, 
that Vain-glorious Fool, who, even to my 
ſelf, cou'd not forbear boaſting of his good 
Fortune. Will he be- more diſcreet. to 
others? No, *tis impoſhble, the Wretch 
muſt die, that's certain; but the manner, 
ay, there's the difficulty. Oh! Italy ! Italy! 
* Poiſons or thy Banditti, my whole 
Eſtate for Revenge. What do 1 fay, for 
Revenge? for ſecurity : I can never be 
ſafe whilſt ſuch a dangerous Secret is lodg'd 
in ſo looſe a Breaſt, What ſhall I do? Diſ- 
ſimulation does but increaſe my Torment; 


but till I find an opportunity to ſecurely 


puniſh ; it muſt be ſo .. . Go to him, and 
tell him, he may thank himſelf. for ſeeing 
me no more. I had ſet it down for a Rule, 
never after this diſcovery to converſe with 
him, whenever he ſhould prefer Vanity 
to me; but if he betrays me, hie {hall die, 
like Alexander. I mean with my own Hands 
to taſte the ſweets of Murder and Revenge. 
Were I to meet with him in the King's 
Cloſet, on ſuch an Errand, it ſhould be 
thus. But if his Diſcovery be made to 
others, I have Money, and Rage has in- 
duſtry, to find out needy Villains to diſ- 
patch the Traytor. But if he prove a Man 
of Honour, and conceal me, he ſhall ſtill 
live and flouriſh, tho? I no more converſe 

C 4 with 


doſt thou revenge thy ſelf for our negle & — 
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"with him; if in public Places he ſhould 


meet me, (tho? if he be wiſe he will avoid 
em) bid him beware, leſt he caſt a glance 
of acquainted - Love; I Forbid a Smile, a 
Eo, the leaſt ſhadow of what has been; 
nay, if the Secret be blown abroad, or but 
Whiſper'd, he dies for it, ſince it can only 
come from him (thee 1 am well aſſured on.) 
Is not the whole Nation upon Enquiry | 
whence he derives his Fortune? Should 

they but think he knew me,  *twere all un- 
ravel'd; for who but the Queen and me 
could * torts a Favourite at ſuch a ſhi- 
ning height? *T will, ay *twill be tooe aſily 


believ'd. But if he be Diſcreet, and ens 


gage himſelf in no Amour, (not that I va- 


luèe the Conqueſt of ſuch a tawdry vain- 


glorious Heart, or can be jealous of what 
Ithink fit no longer to poſſeſs, but the 
Creature on whom he beſtows it may exact 
my Secret) my Bounty ſhall know no o- 
ther Period hut his Life; care ſhall be ta- 


ben to ſupply him ſucceſſively with Bills of 
Hache. It he be wiſe, he'll go out of 


England, or retire into the Country; not 
that T exact either from him, but as to the 
reſt, his choice won't ſure be difficult to 
make between Poverty and Wealth, Deatli 
and Lite 07g nne ene 0 
Mr. N... . Was forc'd (when he ſaw 


he cord get no better) to agree to theſe 


e A Con- 
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Conditions. My Lady, rho? ſhe conſtant- ; 
ly ſupply'd him, as before, yet wou'd never | 
again by any means be brought toſcehim. 
What I have hitherto related is matter of 
fact, and from the Original; what follows; 
iscircumſtantial only, but enough to black. 
en her with the Suſpicion of the monſtrous 
crueleſt of Actions. Poor Mr. .. , 
thou ſurely deſerv'ſt better Uſage; *twas 
her Pleaſure to raiſe him, he could not 
ſeek it, *twas the Work of her own Hands, 
he kept her Secret religiouſly, denying him- 
ſelfany converſe with Ladies, leſt he ſhould 
give her occaſion of. complaint againſt him. 
His Vanity indeed ſtill kept him Compa- 
ny; for whereas a wiſe Man might eaſily 
have gueſs'd, that a Fool only cou'd be con- 
tent to maintain (for always) ſuch an un- 


he profitable Expence, he ſhou'd therefore 
1Q& have retrench'd his, and haye conſider'd 
o. Wot ſome ſolid Eſtabliſhment in the World; 
ta- but he ſtill had ſome weak ray of Hope, 
:of, that his Perſeverance and Obedience wou'd 
-of Nallay her Paſſion of Anger, and reſtore him 
at to her Favour agaih. But alas! *twas but 
the ill grounded, for there had paſs'd too much 
to Time, and he might well conclude ſhe 

lov'd him not, when ſhecou'd be contented 


to live ſo long without what ſhe lov*d. In 
aw hort, my ſelf thought him deſpiſed and 
eſe borgotten, his Name being but rarely men- 

2 g tion'd, 


* 


n 


26 


Court Intriegues. 


him, open her ſtrong Box, and in a voice 


tion'd and that only when her Bounty was 
concern'd. | 

I imagin*d one Night that ſhe had pick 
up a new Favourite, but where I couꝰd not 
tell; my Orders were to go to the ſhort 
Piazza, and take up a Gentleman I ſhould 
find walking there, (and who wou'd come 
to the Coach) his Gloves hanging out '0 
his Coat Pocket. This Spark I was to 1n- 
troduce by the Park Door up the back 
Stairs into the Dreſſing Room. She preſs 
my Hand, begging me to retire, and to take 
care ſhe was not over-heard by any of her 


own People. Her faithful Centinel obey'd; 


and after a Conference of two Hours, I 
heard her go into the Bed-Chamber with 


louder than before, (for ſhe ſeem'd for that 
moment to have forgot I was her Neigh- 
bour) ſaid to him, Take this, and your 
Worke done depend upon another Thoufand, and 
my Favour for ever. Then T was calFd, and 
order'd to reconduct him to the Place 


took him up at, I wou'd have enter'd into 


ſome Diſcourſe with him in the Coach, but 
he was upon the Reſerve, and methought 
ſomething abrupt in his Departure. This 
was a Secret which I was not to be let into. 
The Wretch was young, well dreſs'd, and 
handſome enough, and it ſeemed to me, 
that he was going to ſucceed Mr. W..., .. 
2 | 10 
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in the good Fortune of my Lady. s 
Favour ; but I began to change my Mind 
when I ſaw him no more, nor ever heard 
her mention him. My gueſs was, that he 
had not pleas'd her and was only a Muſh- 

oom Favourite of a Night. | 


kilbd upon the Place appointed by him to 
ght a Duel with Mr... . . A Name I had 
never known; the Quarrel an Inconſidera- 
ble Pretence about Mr. 's Siſter. I, all 
innocent of Revenge, to acquaint my La- 
dy .. . . with it. Nor did Iright well know 
what temper her Soul might be in, and 
voice whether *twere beſt to condole or congra- 
r tharl tulate her. She receiv'd the News with an 
eight ſo unmow'd that I could not make 
any judgment of her Thoughts. After 

ſome ſilence, {hecry'd out, Poor vain-g/ori- 
„and. W. . And isit true that thou art dead? 
luce Ive kept my Word withthee ; my Bounty 
J into} %% no other Period but thy Life. Thus in- 
bur differently did ſhe take the Death of one 
weght whom ſhe with ſuch an eagerneſs of Paſ- 
This ſion had loved, fuch a magnificence of Fa- 
into Your. Now did the Town redouble its 
and Curioſity, imagining to have it gratify'd 
\ me, by. Mr. W..... 's Papers; and that the 
nid Secret would be diſcover'd. But they - 

in (ere as ſilent as his Grave, and as I ſhould 
ever 


r 


Court Intriegues. 


ever have been, had I not been uſed after 
ſo cruel and unprecedented a manner. 
When the Gentleman's Tryal came on 
who had kill'd Mr. W. . . , my Curioſi 
ty carried me to hear it, becauſe I had 
been ſo well acquainted with the deceasd 
I did not mention my deſign to my Lady... 
or {he would, doubtleſs, have prevented 
me. My Suprize was inexpreſſible, when 
I faw that the Gentleman brought to the 
Bar was the ſame who I told you I had 
once introduc'd Incognito tomy Lady.. .., 
I almoſt imagin'd my ſelf a remote Acceſſa. 
ry; and ſhudring with dread and guilt, 
my Knees knock d together, my Noiſe 
guſh'd out violently with Blood, or I had 
ſounded upon the Place. His Inditement 
beginning to be read, I found my ſelf un- 
able to hear it, therefore way was made 
for me, with much difficulty, and I reco- 
ver'd (half dead) the Coach that waited 
for me. Whilſt they were carrying me 
home, I reflected on what a Perion I had 
to deal with, and faw that if T had an Va- 
lue for my Life, I muſt not let her know 
the diſcovery I had made; ſor ſuch a-dan- 
gerous Secret to one ſteep'd in Blood, would 
not have been long ſuffer'd to fleep in my 
Breaſt. Therefore I mention'd nothing of 
my Suſpicion ; nor knows ſhe to this Day 
that I was at the Tryal, or knew Mr... 
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vas the ſame Perſon that had had a private 
\udience of her Ladyſhip. Nothing could 
have been manag'd with more addreſs; 
or I am ſtill ignorant how ſhe came ac- 
nuainted with him, and of the means ſhe 
ound of procuring a Perſon ſo fit for her 


after 


1e on 
Ir10h- 
had 


ly * buſineſs. 

ented MI Tis needleſs to repeat to you how the 
when Mryal paſs'd: Mr. L.. . . . was condemn'd, 
o the Ind all Endeavours uſed to get his Pardon. 


But the King was always inexorable upon 
he account of Murder. My Lady never 


ceſſa · Neem'd to appear in it, and therefore pitch- 
guilt, d upon a method that as well ſerv d her 
Noiſe Hands. Doubtleſs, her Remorſe would not 
[ had Have been great ſhould the Criminal have 
ment Muffer'd, could there have been any Securi- 
f un- of his perſiſting to the laſt in ſecrecy and 
made W'lence : But the Gallows is a general and 
reco- Wangerous Confeſſional ; and had he come —_ 
aited Wo that, what might he not have diſcover- — 


me d? How exclaim'd againſt the Ingratitude | 
had Ind Treachery of thoſe who ſet him to ... 
yya- Work ? It is to be imagin'd he had not en- | | 
Rag'd himſelf without an aſſurance either 
Pardon, or an Equivalent to it. All the 
orld knows how — he eſcap'd 
ut of Priſon. I fay, miraculouſly ! For 
othing but the force of Gold could have 
; Day revail'd over his inflexible Irons. His Ar- 
.. „nal in the Low-Conntries, and continu'd 
was Ex- 
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Expences, his Appearance like a Man of 
Quality and Eſtate, tho tas known that 
he had not the value of a Groat of his own, 
and lived, before that fatal Duel, upon the 
Favours his good Fortune procur'd him 
from the Eadies. I find ſhe can either keep 
her Word with him, or he has been wie 
| enough to ſecure a Sum ſufficient to arm 
Him againſt Ingratitude, Wich me tis not 
- .. fo well; Affairs have chang'd Faces ; the 
King is dead, ſhe no longer fears him; and 
1 concerning not her {elf for the diſcretion- 

_ i= al part, leaves me at liberty to ſay what] 
1:8 pleaſe, after the thouſand Proteſtatians ſhe 
[1 


has a thouſand times made me, ſhe woll 
never elſe dare to abandon me as ſhe-has 
n done. IM | © 8 
. Thus, Madam, in as ſuccin& a manne 
| | [/ as the. Story would permit, have 'I told 
1788 your Ladyſhip what the good old Gentle 
$1 * woman was three Hours in relating. 
14 ſubſcribe implicitly to your Opinion, as tt 
15 | the truth of it, and deſire in the next tha 
you will favour me with the knowledge d 
it. Iis certain Mr, HY... . . Supply wal 
wonderful; and if this was not the real, t 
at leaſt a probable way. vc: 8 
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[ I am, Madam, your Ladyſhips moſt dutifi 
moſt faithful, and ſincere Servant 
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LETTER II. 


\ T length, my dear Siſter, (all tranſl 


ported with a fond Bridegroom's 


oy) I may with aſſurance tell you, that 
m upon the point of being entirely bleſt; 
y charming Miſtreſs has this Night con- 
ented, her Father has conſented, to my 
nutterable Happineſs ; to Morrow makes 


e Maſter of my Deſires ; the Thought 


urries me beyond my ſelf: I could ſee my 
ery Egemies with Joy; therefore to ex- 
pect any thing but Rapture, to expect plain 
Senſe from me at this time, is thinking be- 
ow the Dignity of my Paſſion: Nor wants 
t any heightning, by looking back upon 
pon the dreadful Precipice Pve paſt, the 
Diſſiculties J have ſtruggl'd with, the al- 
oft Impoſſibilities that I have vanquiſh'd, 
he Rack of Mind, the Obſtacles of a rich 
nd powerful Rival, and conſequently the 


„eſerve of Parents. Love alone was for 


Nee; my charming Miſtreſs was all kind 
and conſtant ; ſhe help'd me to ſupport 
y ardent Longings; for what can be 
ore exquiſite than delay'd Enjoyment, 
hen Two Hearts mutually burning, mu- 
tually languiſhing for what Love and Nature 


bold. 
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could have had a Wife with an ample For 


Hl temper be blown over, which Diſap 


boldly dictates, finds ſo many Bars to croj 
their Happineſs. „ 
Do not you (my dear Siſter) join with 
the ſordid World, in blaming me for pr 
ferring Merit to Riches; I look'd beyond 
it for my Happineſs. The Hinge of Inte 
eſt, upon which at pfeſent the whole Ne 
tion turns in their Marriages, makes { 
many of 'em unfortunate. *Tis true, 


tune; but perhaps to me ſcanty in Char! 
in that Harmony of Minds from which ot 
ly Happineſs ariſes. She whom I ſhall pre 
Like you for a Siſter, has a Tenderneſs iq 
me beyond all other value. To pleaſe her 

ou muſt begin by me; ſhould Tfrown, a 
be out of temper, her whole Frame woll 
be in diſorder ; Then ſhe has a Voice and 
Words that can cure Deſpair, can chal 
diſpleaſing Melancholy. Oh! 'tis impo 
ſible to hear her Speak, and know a Pail 
How true, how noble is her Soul! Hoy 
eminent her Wit! Her Senſe, how ſolid! 
How ſoft, how ſweet her Love! I figu 
my ſelf returning home fatigu'd with Buſi 
neſs; where I meet, with open Arms, thi 
dear, this faithful Wife, who knows hoy 
to charm my Cares, how to time her Kind: 
neſs, and even to wait for mine, and with: 
out Impatience to ſtay till thoſe Sallies 0 


pointment 
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pointment have perhaps occaſion'd. No 
Hours can e' er be tedious in her Company. 
n wit This 1 ſpeak not like a Lover, the Thels 
or Pre World, that knew her, will Echo this eter- 
beyon nal Truth. When you've ſearch'd the 
Inte round of Converſation abroad, to be juſt- 
le NH pleaſed, you muſt return to her; for in 
kes Mrhis point, all agree, is united whatever can 
true, be pleaſing or inſtructive. None ever yet 
le Fo went from her pall'd or undelighted : I 
har peak of thoſe who have Senſe to make a 
ich ont ruc Judgment of Things, and dwell longer 
all dn her Mind, into which I have conducted 
1eſs ig ou, that you may know and value it. Tis 
fe her pon that my ſolid Happineſs is fix*d, that 
wn, ggunalterable Beauty, which is known to 
woult flouriſh in its higheſt perfection, at an Age 
ce ang when but the Memory remains, or ſcarce 
charnhat, of outward Charms. I prepare you 
impo hen, my dear Siſter, to be raviſt®d with 
a Pailthe Beauty of hers, and believe ſo well of 
| Howyour Brother's Undeſtanding, that he 
ſolia Mknows howto chooſe for Happinefs. Cards, 
figunpublick Converſation, Muſick, the Play- 
1 BullWhouſe , Viſits, and the buſineſs of Viſits, 
s, th Detraction and Ill- nature, are none of her 
s ho Diverſions; I ſhall be ſure to find her al- 
' KindFways employ'd, always at home, careful 
with of her Family, entertaining me when pre- 
Ilies ſent either with reading, or her own more 
DiſapWpleaſing n or wiſhing for me 
tment | 2 Wer 
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when abſent. Her Temper is like her 
Nature, perfectly Good, free from vain 
Expences , my Intereſt her only purſuit, 
and all her Deſires regulated by that ; nay, 
the ſo perfectly loves me, that I may an. 
{wer for her Soul, ſhe would chooſe com. 
mon Conveniencies with me, rather than 
Place, Diſtinction, Title and Obſervance 
with another. Is there on Earth a Type 
of our hereafter Happineſs or Miſery? *ti 
ſurely in the married State. What muſt 
he expect, that chooſes only for intereſt, 
Woman haughty of the Advantages ihe 
brought you, ſeeking to be pleaſed rather 
than Reale ? And where you take no other 
Conſideration along with you, tis impoſſi 
ble to make one's Duty one's delight. Mull 
I'fubmit my Hours to the uneaſie janglng 
of an impertinent, proud, ſenſeleſs We 
man, full of Noiſe and Vanity? Muſt] 
claſp her to my Boſom, and pay the Rights 
of Love with or without Inclination, « 
run the hazard of blowing up her we 
{ſuſpicious Mind with jealouſie that 
Dutiesare beſtow'd upon another? Mull 
I, when I want one Companion, take 
Legion? For ſo many will be her Goſhps 
Tea Tables and Chat, Detraction an 
Folly, which if but with a piece of Face 
ſhould ſeem to diſlike *rwere running ti 
Gantlet thro? all the round of ray 
| wane 
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where ſhe viſits, and of whom ſhe is viſited; 
to ſet the whole Herd upon me, and ar me. 
With ſuch a Wife a ſenſible Man will be 


——_— 


n_ ſure not to diſpute ; his beſt way will be 
ay Ks to ſuffer in Silence ; and as a proot of his 


Wiſdom, admit her Impertinencetogovern. 
r tha Then, if you ſtrike at Forms, or pretend to 
| retrench any of thoſe vain Expences, of 
which ſhe tinds ſufficient Precedents a- 
moagſt her ſhe Friends, as to Dreſs, En- 
tertainment, ſtately Child-Birth, and her 
whole Artillery of Follies, *twill make lier 
ate and wiſh you dead; for the firſt 
hing ſuch a Woman thinks of after ſhe i; 
married, is how to become a Widow. Oh, 
'twere endleſs to reckon you up all the In- 
onveniences ariſing from Marriage made 
only upon the ſcore of intereſt. And what 
are their Advantages ? what Enjoyments 
have you of 'em? Do you eat, or drink, 
Wor ſleep more for being richer ? Are you 
not as happy with plain clean Cloths, as if 
you were every night dreis'd for the Draw- 
ing-Room? Ay, but ſome fanſie a pleaſure ; 
in hoarding Money. To a Man ſo weak, 
Reaſon will be Joſh. and therefore ] {hall 
not pretend to argue with him. And as to 
our care of Poſterity, I have {een hundreds 
more conſiderable, with juſt enough to 
teach 'em how to live, than others whoſe 
Fathers have left em great Eſtates. Hu- 
D 2 mart 
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man Nature loves Action; and, generally 
ſpeaking thoſe who have not Buſineſs to 
employ themſelves with, throw away their 
Time in Folly. To thoſe whoſe Natures 
are idle and extravagant, Abundance does 
but heighten their Misfortune, and make 
em the more Eminently Vicious. But 
how have I wander'd whence I firſt ſet 
out? But 'tis, my dear Siſter, with deſign 
to make you approve my Choice ; tho' 
*twere but ſhowing you my Wife, to make 
you intirely of my Opinion; the ſight of 
her would have ſaved me this labour, her 
Converſation have charm'd even you ( all 
lovely as you are) to an enyy-of my Hap- 
pineſs, next to enjoying her my ſelf. I'm 
impatient to preſent her to your Arms. [1 
pleate my felt with thinking what a har- 
mony of Mind will ariſe between you; for 
in giving you her Character, ſhe has but 
ſat tor yours ; and were you not my Siſter, 
next my Miſtreſs, I could of all Woman- 
kind be only charm'd with you: Shew me 
in Nature two ſo fit for Eſteem, ſo fit for 
Happineſs. That Word recals to Morrow 
to me: I conjure you, Siſter, by our Friend- 
hip, 11 your Imagination, to time my 
Toys, when all tranſported I ſhall naked 
claſp her fair, ſoft, ſweet, enchanting Bo. 
Cy to my Boſom: Where, O where then 
muſt the Rapture carry me, when the bare 
Thought 
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Thought can give ſuch Extaſie to thy eter- 
nally Ioving and happy Brother! Adieu. 


—_ 


LETTER ME 


is the common buſineſs of every Viſiter, 
renewing the Memory of Grief whilſt ap- 
plying to your Paſſions ; My endeavours, 
in ſpeaking to your Reaſon, {hall be to ſu- 
ſpend*em;*tis that I wou'd pretend to make 


my Advocate when I addreſs toa Lady of 


your Excellence, or when I wou'd diſ- 
charge the Duty incumbent on a Friend ; 
and *tis Reaſon muſt inform you ( if you 
give your ſelf liberty to conſult it) that 
Self-love is a Weakneſs unworthy of you. 
Now when you mourn thus immoderate- 
ly, it can be only for the Good you imagin'd 
to have loſt; it is for your own fake, not 
o thedeceas'd ; for if * Heaven be Full. 
neſs of Joy, as by our Religion we are in- 
Rds 25 — how abſurd is it to 
grieve for the early Happineſs of our Friends? 
When by their good Lives here, and depar- 
ture hence, they are qualify*d for Bliſs 
before us. Holy goes Wiſh envies the 


Portion of thoſe Infants who die, from 


their 


O condole with your Ladyſhip for the 
loſs of ſo good a Husband as Sir. .., 
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their Mothers Womb, upon the Knees d 

ſuch who receive em. Length of Days 

but lengch of Miſery ; at leaſt, a ſuſpen. 

ſion of Joy; for ſince in the Son of God 

we have a ſure and certain hope of a better 

Life, can he be other than my Enemy, 

who envies, denies or defers me from th: 

immediate enjoyment of that promis 

Happineſs ? Whowou'd not boldly plung 

through a ſhort uneaſie Paſſage, when a 

the other {ide he is ſure to find the end 0 

all his Wants, his Anxieties, his Pains, hi 

tormenting Deſires ; and, which is more 

than all, his end of Sinning ? Wou'd he 

think you, on any terms, tho? but for: 
Day, geturn from thoſe Joys, tho” he w: 
ſure to feel as much Pleaſure as he did Pau 
in his departure? It is not the leaſt d 
Sir... ... s good Fortune, that he dy'd un 
knowing the inſeparable diſgufts or dil 
quiets of old Age, whoſe very Imaginat 
ons are frozen under the Snow of Six 
Winters. Tho? perhaps this may ſeem 
vou a cauſe (however miſtaken ) for you 
greater Grief, when, looking through the 
wrong endof the Glaſs, you fanſie him ( 
untimely Death) deprived of many Enjoy 
ments. And were I not on ſo ſerious! 
Subject, I wou'd ſay you were in the right; 
fo far at leaſt, as his Happineſs concern 
the Poſſeſſion of fo great a Good «= 
"a Mt i el RR adj 
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Ladythip. But (that excepted) there can 
be no other compariſon than between finite 
and infinite; hence it is that upon no 
terms can you be ſuppos'd to mourn for 
him. Tis yourſelf 1 that you lament; 
and how unworthy 1s that Lamentation, 
to a Soul fo reaſonable, ſo capable of Phi- 
lolophy, nay Religion? The latter you en- 
tirely offend, by repining, nay exclaming 
againſt the Almighty pleaſure of our great 
Creator, who in his Mercy has been pleas'd 
to call one of his Creatures earlier than 
Man's appointed Time, from temporary 
Pains and Sin, to the incapacity of Sin, and 
the Poſſeſſion of eternal Plealares; againſt 
Philoſophy and Reaſon, when you vainly 
torment your ſelf for what is in it ſelf ir- 
recoverable , placing Good and Evil in 
things outward, viciating the taſte of thoſe 
things you do or may poſſeſs, by an unjuſt 
Sorrow for that which you have no longer 

a Title or Hopes of Poſſeſſing. | 
Thus, Madam, I wou'd pretend to re- 
move your Grief, by ſhewing you, that 
you have no true Occaſion of 1t : For it, 
as Thave told you, it be Self. love, and that 
that is a Weakneſs unworthy of you, I 
muſt farther ſhew, that that very Self. love 
ought to riſe in Arms againſt the continua- 
tion of your Sorrow, ſince it not only 
deſtroys your Quiet, but Youth and Beauty 
D 4 fly 
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'fly before it, and poſſibly may never re. 


where that T 
its Reſidence. | 

' Weigh. well then, Madam, how ill a 
Bargain you have made ; how many Ex- 
cellencies you barter for a thing no one in 
his Senſes wou'd entertain; more than e. 
nough is already paid to Cuſtom, and the 
unjuſt Opinion of the World. Reaſſume 
your Courage, conſult your Reaſon, throw 
hence your Sorrow, take to your ſelf that 
noble Fortitude which ſo well becomes a 
Genius exalted as your Ladyſhip's. Were 
it to the advantage of the deceas*d (or that 
by it we cou'd recal him to Life and you) 
my felt wow'd club a Tear with you, be a 
conſtant Mourner at his Tomb, till our 
mingled Sorrows had their deſir'd Effect. 
But imagining that by other Endeav 


turn. For, how have the faireſt Faces loſt 
(by Grief and languiſhing Melancholy) 
the Lillies and the Carnation that made 
em lovely ? A pallid hew ſucceeds that 
Bloom irreſiſtable, inceſſant icaiding Tears 
can furrow the ſmootheſt Checks, conti. 
nual Sighs blow the pregnant Cherry from 
the envitingeſt Lips; and when we wou'd 
ſpeak of Reaſon, Eloquence, Wit, or any 
other branch of pleaſing Converſation; 
tis ſo profeſs'd an Enemy to all in general, 
that none of *em ever pretends to appear 
yrant Grief has once taken up 


ours 
and 
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er re Mand Services to his lovely Relict, I ſhall 
es lot better expreſs my late Friendſhip to your 
holy ) Nadmired Husband, I reſerve all the Powers 
made Hof my Soul, and all my Reaſon, to ap- 


that 


prove my ſelf, on every Occaſion, 
Tears 


Madam, your Ladyſhip"s moſt 


yr f devoted, moſt obedient, and 

4 moſt humble Servant. 

Ir any 5 

ation; | 

2neral . 

1 LETTER IV. 

ken up | 
: N ſubduing the Will you command the 

„ill a Perſon, nor 1s it in my Power to refuſe 

iy Ex- lie greateſt Requeſt you can make; *twere 


one in 
-han e- 
nd the 
Aſſume 
throw 
If that 


WMNCsS 4 


ain to endeavour diſobeying you, I am 
hain'd your Slave; therefore know your 
pwn Power, and boldly name your Deſires; 
vell may you exert that Authority where 
'ou are ſure of an implicit Obedience; I 
ield to every Wiſh your Soul can form; 
ou are entirely Abſolute , unleſs you 


Were ¶ou'd attempt Impoſſibilities; amongſt 
Ir that N hich, I reckonthis as thegreateſt, for me 
d you) o breath a Moment without being (as I 
, be a Im) unalterably Yours. 
ill our 
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1 V. 


Cou'd not poſſibly, dear Madam, get 

intelligence where the fair pretented 
St. T'.. . . . lodges; I don't wonder ſhe 
that takes ſuch Liberties, ſhould be offend. 
ed at the nice reſtriction. of inclination, 
and ſhould blame ſwooning at a Shadoy, 
who prefers the Joys of dying in the rap 
turing Arms of a Subſtantial Lover, to al 


tlie ties of Duty and Religion. She who 


true definition of rational Beings, whe 


can't in the leaſt pretend to any diſguſt, to 


juſtifie her ſtolen Pleaſures ; tho? the Co. 


lonel fays they are intolerable, I find by 
him they are not unutterable. I dare not 
vindicate my Letter, but I think there is 
more Vertue expreſs'd in the Compo. 
ſition, than there was good Nature in 
ſhowing it; but *rwas an unhappy Truth 
which I need not have told; tho? Vertue 
without Temptation has no room to boaſ. 
"Tis Sunday Night, and I am a little ſerious 
and thence tempted to fay a thouſand 
things in the behalf of innocent Pain and 
reluctant ſacrificing the moſt endearing 
Pleaſures to Vertue. Sure Crown gave 1 


he ſaid, | 
— "Tis not eaſy to be bad or good, [ Rloai 


Vite plagues the Mind, and Vertue Fleſh ani 
| | Perhap 
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Perhaps I cou'd have quoted St. Paul to 
the ſame effect. But no more of this. I 
will not ſeal my Letter till next Poſt, for 
Pve thought of a Stratagem to be better 
informed, as you require; and aſſure your 
ſelf, I do my beſt to ſerve in every Com- 
mand you ſhall honour me with. I hope 
to be in London in a Month's time, but am 
ſorry you are ſo far from it, ſince nothing is 
of greater power to draw me thither, than 
your charming Converſation, for which 
alone I'd abandon all Society on Earth be- 
ſide; and be more bleſs'd than if, for them, 
were depriv'd of Yours, 
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vours to oblige you with my Letters is 


not made Captain R-----g-----y the Heroe 


LzTTER M. 
Dear Madam, 


H E fear of being troubleſom ſtopt 

| my willing Hand, elſe your obliging 
Letter had been anſwer'd e're this, and! 
ſhou'd have chid your Civility to Mr. —; 
for really Pm aſham'd to have my Letters 
ſeen by any Critick but your ſelf, whoſe 
good nature, I thought, wou'd over-balance 
the ſeverity of your Judgment, and make 
you forgive the Faults of one whoſe endea- 


without the leaſt Vanity, or pretending to 
make my Thoughts intelligible, and letting 
you know how ready I am to ſerve the 
Perſon I ſo admire. - I expect, amongſt o- 
ther Plays this Week, Abra-Male, and Li- 
berty Aſſerted. I hope Mr. Dis has 


of his Play. I have been but little out of 
late, confin'd by Mr. is IIlneſs, who 
las kept his Chamber this Month, where 
I have (as they ſay I am in Duty bound) 
attended him; ſo that I cannot ſo well give 
you Information. I miſs none of the La- 
dies near us, but my Lady - - - - - - - 
and my Lady - - The firſt is a 

Widow, 
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Widow, related to the 7, and comes 
down ere long; the other has been in 
Town the time you mention, with her ſu- 


perannuated IL d, which may perhaps 


be equivalent to a Traveller; they are ex- 
pected next Week ; but theſe Circum- 
ſtances are too weak for a Demonſtration ; 
[ ſuppoſe her Vertue equals her Charms; 
don't take my Suppoſition for Oracle, I 
ſhall have the Happineſs of ſome better 
Converſation - next Week, and then for 
Cenſure and Scandal. With you I don't - 
fear a Diſcovery. TI had been in Town e're 
this, but for my Spouſe's illneſs, and am 
forced to abandon the Shades and Muſes, 
for Hazard and Piquet in a Chamber. 1 
have no deſire of London for it ſelf, were 
not the ever charming there 
whoſe Converſation will recompence the 
greateſt Fatigue. 

A nice informing Beau has juſt learn'd 
me, that the prettieſt Tady near us, is 
Mrs, ------, Wife to Sir 7.— 1.8 
ſecond Son; ſhe was a C-; and if it be 
ſo, muſt intrigue with her Relation, for 
by Marriage the Colonel is doubtly fo; his 
diſter having marry'd Sir 17. 1. 8 
irſt Son. She is at this preſent in London, 
without her Hasband, and muſt be the 
air Lady to whom the Heroe gives ſuch in- 
tolerable Pleaſure. Nor can we- wonder 


at 
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at Colonel B. 's amorous Star, whey 
his Father ſhot himſelf for love of a Grand 
Mother. But that's old News to the 
World , if not to you. However , we 
may recolle& the good Nature of the 
B----h----ps, thoſe (not infallible ) Exgiſb 
Popes. She was his Wite's Siſter, and 
ſcrupled to marry him without the diſpen. 
ſing Power. Mr. B. . . f had writ againf 
their great Diana, and offended em ſo far, 
that they wou'd by no means conſent to: 
Marriage within the Degrees forbidden 
This caus'd him to ſhoot himſelf, unable 
to live without the Enjoyment of his M. 
ſtreſs. The dreadful Deed done, he ye 
liv'd a Fortnight. The good-natur'd P.. 
[.... tes relented, and allow'd a Diſpen. 
fation, tho' too late for our dying love 
to profit by it. So that ſtill *rwas no mort 
than ſeeming Charity. Now, if it ws 
once a Sin, it was always a Sin; and by 
conſequence, they muſt be in the wrong 
one way or other, either in granting, df 
refuſing. I beg you wou'd burn this Let 
ter, for tis of ſuch a Nature, that I ſhould 
be loath to venter it in any other but yout 
fair and faithful Hand. You ſee how wik 
ling Iam to ſerve you, tho? againſt my bel 
natur'd Inclinations; nor can I juſtly com. 
plain, ſhould I ever be diſcover'd in alt 
Amour of my own, ſince ſo officious it 
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When 
Grand. 
to the 


diſcovering anothers : But my Innocence 
are do any thing but diſoblige you. I 
zope to hear if we have hit the Mark, and 


r , welfthat youallow me the Honour to aſſert my 
of theelf always yours. 

Engl 

; I 3 = 3 8 
differ LETTER VII. 

7 

fo far, 

nt toi Dear Madam, | 

bidden FF Shall not trouble you with my Adven- 
unable | tures between this and London, only 
us Mthat it was more like a Voyage than a Jour- 
he yeney ; and having juſt left the agreeable 
1 P ..-MWhurry of the Town, this more than Mid- 


Diſpen night Silence lulls me into an Inſenſibility; 
; loveſſgſo that my Amuſement is like St. Paul's 
o mot Raptures, whether in the Body or out of the 
it Wil Body, Ican't tell. Perhaps out, for the ſenſe 


ind byWof loſs is very exquiſite, and I believe by 


Wrong next Poſt I {hall be able to prove there's a 


ing, local Hell. Nor is there any Redemption, 
us Letfince *tis impoſſible to nu your charm- 
ſnouliſz ing Converſation, my moſt agreeable En- 


ut youll tertainment in Town, from which T am 


wil barr'd, for there is many a Gulph between 
us, My Spouſe met me, tho? the Waters 
were out, with an Olive Branch ; but had 


been rather a Hero than an Heroine. Dear 
| Madam, 


he made a Helleſpunt of it, perhaps I had 
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Madam, pardon this Rallery, and, to be 
ſerious, let me hear Jam ſtill in your Fa. 
vour; one Line from you will be a Blik 
beyond Volumes from any other Hand; 
could my Expreſſions equal my Thought 
of your charming engaging Self, I ſhould 
tire you with myriads of dear ſoft Things 
and _ you with what no Lady ever 
was yet, her own Praiſes, &c. 
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LETTER VEL 
Dear Madam, 


Am pleas'd at your kind Determination 
for two Months; and ſhould be more 

ſo, could I hope ſuch a Solitude would 
be any ways agreeable to you. Your wel. 
com to me will belikea Prince to a Peaſant, 
where tlie ſenſe of the Honour is too much 
allay'd by that of Demerit. I have nei 
ther Waller nor Dryden”s Fables, therefore 
they'd be welcom : But pardon me that! 
dare ask any thing with you, who are your 
ſelf more than all, from the great Mar 
down to Garth. I hope you'll honour out 
Country with ſome of your gayer Orna- 
ments, ſince we ſhall quickly have, neat 
my Lord W.......*s, ſome Horſe-Races 
that will be adorn'd with ſome thou 
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to be Hof mounted Beaus, and Coaches; and tis 
Ur Fa. m your Power to make the Beau monde 
1 Blik there. If you ſhould not want room in 


Jand: the Chariot, I may perhaps be ſo ha 
| PY to 
ſhould Mink what a dul! Salkudde) ou * 38 


hing, ng to, to wander in unfrequen 

y ever N Muſick but filly Birds, = __ — 
ut a ſacred Cy nick, no Wit beyond a 
vnbridge Pun, old Gardens and Orchards 
nſtead of a Spring-Garden, and an ancient 
anſion-Houſe in room of a gay Ruel ; 
bay worſe, muſt go to Church once a 
Veek, (or be obliged to ſearch for an al- 
pwable Excuſe) and have Grace faid every 
ay over an ill dreſs'd Dinner too perhaps: 
ut there is nothing ſhall not be made a- 
reeable, as far as they are capable of a- 
endment, by, dear Madam, 
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LETTER IX. 
Madam, 


Muſt acquaint your Ladiſhip with t 
Marriage of the young Lady. . . 
married to that old ſucceſsful Lover of $ 
ty odd, my Lord.. . ., being upon a n 
=_ ſtrain, and deſiring Canonizati 
ereafter ( if Sufferings can make a Saint 
*Tis faid, that ſhe reſolv'd to marty tf 
two worſt Husbands in Exgland, that 
might have her Mortifications and Punil 
ment in this Life. 

What has been the young Lady's indu 
ment to this Marriage ( unleſs Mortifiea 
on) is hard to fay. My Lord has i 
been look'd upon (however formerly 
cetsful ) as a Piece out of uſe amongſt 
Ladies. Surely ſhe wanted ro be one 8. 
higher in the Temple of Honour. If De 
does not quickly ſeparate them, they 
that Accidents may; for I hear there' 
Proviſion made on my Lady's fide for | 
louſie, Il humour, &c. and a ſepan 
Maintenance agreed on, in caſe they pt 
within a limited time. 

This Marriage reviving Paſſages of! 
Lord's former Lite, an airy young 
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oman (who had had the pleaſure to out 
ive her Reputation) told me, in Confi- 
dence, That upon the Death of his laſt La- 
yit came into her head to try what Charm 
here was in this old Peer, that ſtill, 
yhere he pleas'd, made him ſucceſsful. She 
had a pretty Strain in Writing fooliſh Love- 
Letters, and began a Correſpondence with 
him. He was fo vain to believe a youn 
Lady was fallen in love with him; amd 
Enſwer'd her again with as much Vanity 
and Fire, as if he had reckon'd no more 
han Two and Twenty. They came to 
an Aſſignation. Our Heroin is pretty, 
genteel, and gay, but was ſo ill fatisfied 
with her Lover, that ſhe cry'd out, he 
was all over Threeſcore: And when his 
Marriage-Articles were in Treaty, ſhe ſent 
a Letter to the Lady, to adviſe her to inſiſt 
upon the Privilege of a Gallant, for to her 
-nowledge ſhe would ſtand as much in 
1 of that as of a ſeparate Maintenance. 
ü beg your Pardon, Madam, for giving 
in to the Airineſs of this Creature ſo far as 
to preſume to entertain your Ladyſhip with 
it; but if it makes you ſmile, 1 have my 
end ; and being at too great a diſtance to 
lee the BluſhT have rais'd, I may the more 
eaſily hope forgiveneſs for, Madam, 
Tour moſt devoted, 

.. , moſt obedient Servant. 
E 2 L E T. 
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LETTER X 


iN 


Have been ſofatigu'd with the imperti 
nent Addreſſes of the Men, that! 
could not find time to anſwer yours before, 
I thank you for your Advice. ?Tis truel 
would marry, but not yet; tis time enough 
when I come to be a ſtale Maid here, to 
retire into the Country, and there take uy 
with ſome grave Country Juſtice, where! 
may rule the Family and the Peace too. | 
fanſie in five or fix Years time I ſhall grow 
weary of the Town, but as yet the Gaie 
ties and Gallantries of Love are very taking 
You counſel me, Sir, againſt the danger 
of loſing my Reputation by theſe Free 
doms; but, Sir, you are miſtaken; fat 
the only way to Joſe that, is to be too ſal 
citous about it. Scandals in the County 
are pieces of innocent Diverſions here ; and 
one may as well pretend to live without 
tne Cloaths, as without an Intriegae. | 
have half a ſcore upon my hands at th 
time, and keep 'em all in ſuſpenſe ; gi 
one a favourable Look, another a Smile, 
third my Hand to Kiſs: But then, to te 
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hem at their due diſtance, the next time 
ſee em, frown on the firſt, rail at the 
econd, wonder at the Saucineſs of the 
hird, if he attempt the ſame Freedom 
gain. Oh, Sir, you know not how plea- | 
ant a ſight *tis, 'to ſee this Beau cringe and - 


mperti crew his Body into an hundred Shapes in 


that INopes to make himſelf appear amiable to 
before Ine; that Spark ſighing, with a languiſh- 
s truel ng dying Air, in hopes to make me figh 
enough Wy Sympathy; that Wit racking his Brains 
ere, wo write taking Billet. douces; but Wits are 


he moſt dangerous Company a Woman 


take up 
an keep, they are commonly vain-glorious, 


Where! 


too. Ind brag of more than they can obtain. 
Il grow hat which vexes me moſt, 1s, my Allow- 
e Gaie Ince is but ſmall ; I have new Cloaths but 
taking wice a Year; ſo that I am forced to turn 
dange nd twine 'em, that T may not be know 
Free y them; fine Cloaths have wonderful 
en; ſuharms with the Men; and one had as 


od be ugly as ill dreſs'd. But, Sir, if 
ou pleaſe, I will give you a Catalogue of 


e; and") Lovers. I have a young Doctor of 
vithouWiylick that makes honourable Addreſſes to 
gue. Ie; but I think not that an equal Match, 
at thxWnlcls I could poiſon him as eaſily as he can 


ie ; I have a young Counſellor of the 
lemple, furniſh'd with more Law than 
penſe ; A young Merchant, finer than a 
Tent=Garden Beau, and more demure than 
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Air of Quality, bluſh at his Addreſſeß 


War, he Swears much, Fights little, and 


Senſe and Matrimony : I never admit hin 


Then I havea finical Courtier, monſtroul) 
in love, who Swears if *twere not for tl 


my Chamber- Maid; he courts me, not by 
Billet- los ces, but by Bills of Exchange, and 
Stock- Jobbing; but I have no mind to ven- 
ture my ſelf on his dangerous Bottom. 80 
much - my matrimonial Pretenders. | 
have auwvilici 10rt, who are for nothing but 
Love, and abominate che Pagan Confine. 
ment of Wedlock, as a Device of Intereſt 
in the Prieſt, to ſtifle the free-born Joys oi 
Love: Among theſe is a young Lord juſt 
arived to his Eſtate and Honour, and wants 
only the Qualification of keeping a Miſtreſs 
with greater Grandeur than ever he wil 
his Wite. I receive his Lordſhip with the 


and ſeem pleated at his no Jeſt ; but never 
give encouragement to ſo ſcandalous 1 
Motion. He's very handſom, dreſſes and 
dances well. I ſhould like his Company at 
a Ball, the Box in a Play-Houſe, in the 
Mall, or Hide-Park, if it were not for fea 
of being taken for his Mifs ; but he's no 
at all fir for an Intrigue. Next J have: 
Beau of Tom's Coffee-Houſe, a Man 0 


Prays leſs, is an irreconcilable Enemy ti 


but when I am Idle, or have no othe 
Company, for he. is a very nauſeous Fop 


Scandal 
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Scandal of it, he has Paſſion enough to 
marry me: He's damn'd a thouſand Fa- 
tham if there be any of the Maids of Ho- 
nour comparable to me. But amonſt the 
reſt, there's an ingenious younger Brother 
to a certain Baronet of our acquaintance, 
who dreſſes neat and free from Foppery, a 
genteel and unaffected Air, a Tongue able 
to ſeduce a Veſtal Virgin, thoꝰ ſure to die 


for yielding. This Man, I confeſs, Sir, 


has ſuch an aſcendant over me, that I wiſh 
he were not wild; I fear J have heard him 
fay too much for my Quiet; but by my 
own natural Gaiety, I endeavour to for- 
get theſe ſerious Follies, and by the abun- 
dance of Noiſe and Fools Pm daily conver- 


ſant with, Iam now, Sir, perfectly tired 
with this Subject, and ſhall here only far- 
ther add the conftant Eſteem and Reſpect 


wherewith I am, 


Your obliged humble Servant. 
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Madam, Ser 


Am raviſhed to hear we are like to have 
the pleaſure of hin your Hand at 
the Bath this Seaſon ; you are be Life and 
Soul of Converſation, and ever inſpire us 9 
with what is gay and ſhining. My Endea- WW. 
vour has been at length ſucceſsful ; T have W 
found the Lady's Riddle, which I need not 
tell you is interpreted a Sigh. A famous 
Poet has inverted the Subject in a manner 
-not civil enough for your Converſation; 
however, if it be Wit, you'll grant tis 
the worſt fort, and that nothing is more 
, eaſe than burleſquing the beſt things, tho 
none has ſucceeded in the way, nor ever 
will, I believe, like Hudibras. 


A Riddle by che Author of the 
Verſes upon the Spleen, 


I. 


Gentleſt Air, the Breath of Lovers, 
Vapours from 4 ſecret Fire, 
Which by thee it ſelf diſcovers, 

ire get daring to aſpire. 


IT. Softeſt 
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II 


Hfteſt Note of mhiſper d Anguiſh, 
Harmony's refineſt part, 

Striking, whilſt thou ſeem' ſt to languiſh, 
Full upon the | Hearer”s heart. 


r III. 


Vfreſt Meſſenger of Paſſion 
* 5 thro a crowd of Spies, 


— MY a- 


ve Vhich conſtrain the outward Faſhion, 
of WW Cloſe the Lips, and guard the Eyes. 
. IV. 

n; Shapeleſs Sigh we ne'er can ſhow thee, 


Tram d but to aſſault the Ear, 
let cer to their coſt they know thee, 
Eren) Nymph may read it here. 


[ have alſo ſent you Dr. Coward's farther 
Thoughts upon the human Soul, with 
Dr, Taylor's, and Mr. Broughton*s Anſwer 
1 oo his Second Thoughts, The firſt appears 

to me to have done moſt Juſtice to the Ar- 
ment. The Doctor's Notion ſeems to 
nfinuate the entire Mortality, under pre- 

tence of the Soul's ſleeping till the Grand 
Reſurrection, ?Tis however certain, that 

this Doctrine is much older than himſelf. 

| have ſeen a ſmall Treatiſe, printed in the 

tear 1650. call'd Man wholly Mortal; from 

eſt whence 


An.. 
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whence he ſeems to have tranſcrib'd his 

| ſtrongeſt Arguments. Could we but grant 
him that Point of the Soal's A til 
the Reſurrection, *twould bid fair for its en. 
tire Mortality, ſince what can ceaſe to be, 
tho? but for a moment, may ceaſe for ever, 
Our ſecond Appearance ( allowing the 
Doctor's Notion ) may be more properly 
calPd a New Creation, than a Reſurrect. 
on: Notwithſtanding, the Body being ſtil 
ſubſiſting under ſeveral Tranſmutations, a 
into Worms, or a clod of Clay, Cr. the 
Soul being an immaterial Spirit, incapable 
of any ſuch Change, muſt fly off and dif: 
ſolve into Air, and certainly ceaſe to be, 
ſince you allot it no Repoſitory : and that 
however the Body may ariſe the fame, there 
muſt be a new Creation of the Soul, or 
Spirit, to animate that Body; unleſs you'l 
allow it can be likewiſe tranſmuted and 
ſubſiſt, tho* under the form of a Tutt d 

_ Graſs, &c. which is unworthy the Dignity 
of ſo divine, fo unalterable a Being. 


| I am, Madam, with powerful 

| luclination, your moſt ſiucere, 

ö moſt devoted, and moſ 
| humble Servant 
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en. | 

be, Here is nothing in all my late Follies 

* and Diſappointments that afflicts 


the me fo much as diſobliging you; to injure 
rly you, is to loſe the Favour of a Mufe, yet, 
a Madam, I hope you will ftill be fo good 


ul z to do me the Honour you _ me 
„on Friday Evening; where you will infpire 
ny me with your Preſence; for to you abſent 
ble | can ſay nothing , to you preſent, tis not 
Ci Excellence to be Eloquent, for you are not 
be only Author of all the elegant things your 
8 ſelf ſpeak, but of all that others ſay to you. 
. | I am, Madam, 

nh Tour obedient Servant. 
t df 

ut] 
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LET wa XIII. 
Madam, 


T. very unhappy in your ſilence to two 
Letters from me, nor know I whether 
to fear your want of Health, or my loſs of 
your Favour; the latter misfortune can be 
exceeded by nothing but the former. I 
hope did not offend you in mentioning a 
.Chymical Receipt ; for who can talk toa 
Poeteſs and Philoſopher, without {peaking 
of the Arts in which ſhe is Miſtreſs : 
?Twere as unreaſonable to expect ſuch a 
ſilence, as to deſire my forbearance of cele- 
brating your Perſon; you imprint your ſelf 
too deeply in all the Hearts you conquer, 
to exact an Admiration without either 
Complaint or Praiſe of the lov'd Cauſe of 
their Affliction. If this comes to your 
Hands, pray let me hear from you, and 
underſtand in what I have treſpaſs'd; for 
' tho? your Anger will be a very quick Sor- 
row to me, I think I can bear it much ea- 
ſier than your Indifference; for Reſentment, 
tho? to one's diſadvantage, has ſome regard 

in it. 

I am, Madam, your moſt obedient moſt 

obliged, moſt humble Servant. 
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8 XIV. 


O U have too much Generoſity (if 
you do not rally, when you ſay I 
deſerted upon bad News ) in letting me 
know the good. I Congratulate your Sue- 
ces, and am heartily glad that Wealth falls 
into an hand which is as liberal as *tis fair, 
and can give Bounty it ſelf a new Beauty, 
[ ſincerely think your Mind of the brighteſt 
Frame, and believe, were it in your Pow- 
er, your Liberality would be as univerſal 
as your Genius : You have, indeed, rightly 
compar'd the Harmony of my Life to that 


of my Verſe; but pray remember both 


are oppreſs'd by Fortune, and that I have 
a Midwife would ſpoil the moſt hopeful 
Delivery upon Earth. You know not the 


bottom of my Cares, if you did, you'd 


wonder how I could have the leaſt of quiet, 


which indeed I ſeldom have. 


I am, Madam, | 
Tour moſt obliged Servant. 


L E T. 
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Madam, 


— 


LETTER XV. 


Thank your Tenderneſs of me, in an. 

ſwering my Impertinence with fomuch 
Owility. You cannot imagine with what 
Sorrow I receiv'd the News of Mrs. Tempe 
rance's deceaſe ; but if ſhe was ſucha grow: 
ing Beauty, *tis a bleſſing to her indulgent 
Father, who might have let her perhaps 
have run the danger of ſuch Courſes 
brought her into the World. But hes 
gone, and methinks *tis unreaſonable in hr 
Rhyming Pappa, not to give her an 5. 
taph, tho' he could not a Funeral; but be 
is ſo alterꝰd and reform'd to Vertue, that 
he is now rather gueſſing where ſhe is as a 
Immortal, than where laid as Mortal ; but 
you are fo much a meer Deiſt, that you 


inquire not whether ſhe that came into the 


World guiltily, can go out innocently. | 
believe your Fireman, as well as mine, 


him in any of yours. You never tell me 
any News : I have none but Love-Toys; 
my Miſtreſs again flies me, but I will un 
derſtand no other but that tis to be purſu'd; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
( 
turn'd into Afhes, that you do not mention | 
t 
t 
( 
for I make Love as I would lay a Siege: Wl \ 
ti 
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tis not my buſineſs to conſider whether 1 
ſhall win the Town or not; but I know it's 
my duty to lay my Bones there, or do it. I 
do not know what to talk to you longer, 
but know, I can't end till the end of the 
Paper. Let me hear how Love thrives in 
Town,andalſo how you are now employ'd, 
as to Buſineſs. 


: i IRR 
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LETTER XVI. 


mm. 


Madam, 


H E Poſt is juſt going out, but the 
Fellow waits for this to you, which 
he muſt never go without. Pray let me 
hear how the Fire burns, and what's be- 
daß come of your ſooty Sage, who you once 
bull ſcem'd to liſten to. What was your buſi- 
YOURE ness at North-Hall? Are it and... . . again 
hel Friends? Or has he that Place mortgag'd 
to him, or how? I am ſure you are never 
out of an Intrigue, and I take it ill that I 
10088 live in ignorance. I tell you all I am doing, 
me which is following a wild, regardleſs, pret- 
Yi ty Innocent, that is, a very Woman, a na- 
V tural, artleſs Tyrant. There is an old 
, G Gentlewoman in theſe Parts rich enough 
55 would, I believe, have more pity on — 
an 
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in Youth, to take her that's warm in old 


am divided between Horror and deſire, and 


and fees (tho? in Spectacles) a broad Back; 
but there is ſo much Niter and Sulphur in 
the Mine, and that I can't think of diggin 

there. The poor old Lover attempts BY 
teen at me; and I ſwear I am ſometimes 
in the humour of deſerting her that's frozen 


Age. The good Lady is hallow, but not 
falſe ; the Girl's flipant, but not kind. J 


tremble with both: What will become of 
me ? If this cruel fair goes on, ſhe will be 
the death of me, throw me into my Grave 
the Matron, and Bury my live Coals in 
her Aſhes. | | 


Ld 
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LETTER XVII. 


Madam Hs 
T is an Hour ſince I writ my laſt to you; 
and two fince I heard from you ; you 
cannot imagine how much the dear Indul- 
ence of my Chymical Creed has made me 
beet my preſent Calamities. But *tis but 


an ordinary effect in you to diſpel all things 
that don't move Joy and Rapture. I ſee you, 


Madam, I ſee Venus aFbuſic in the Coals, 
25ever Vulcan was, and Riches affix'd at laſt 
to a beauteous Form and engaging Mein, 
| wiſh, Madam, the Charms of your Per- 
ſon as immortal as thoſe of your Wit: 


Ian, Madam our moſt NA 
| obedient Servant: 
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in the humour of deſerting her that's frozen 
in Youth, to take her that's warm in old 


am divided between Horror and deſire, and 


me ? If this cruel fair goes on, ſhe will be 


and ſees (tho? in Spectacles) a broad Back; 
but there is ſo much Niter and Sulphur in 
the Mine, and that I can't think of diggin 

there. The poor old Lover attempts i 
teen at me; and I ſwear I am ſometime 


Age. The good Lady is hallow, but not 
falſe ; the Girl's flipant, but not kind. ] 


tremble with both : What will become of 


the death of me, throw me into my Grave 
the Matron, and Bury my live Coals in 
her Aſhes. | | 
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LETTER XVII. 


Madam, EE 

T is an Hour ſinceT writ my laſt to you; 
and two ſince I heard from you; you 
cannot imagine how much the dear Indul- 
Fence of my Chymical Creed has made me 


Madam, I ſee Venus afbuſiè in the Coals, 
25ever Vulcan was, and Riches affix'd at laſt 
to a beauteous Form and engaging Mein, 
I wiſh, Madam, the Charms of your Per- 
ſon as immortal as thoſe of your Wit: 


I am, Madam Hour moſt 13 
i obedient Servant: 


orget my preſent Calamities. But tis but 
an ordinary effect in you to diſpelall things 
that don't move Joy and Rapture. I ſee you, 


— 
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Madam, | 

Have yours. of the Seventh Inſtant, and 
am very proud of a place in your Me 
mory : I participate heartily of the Phils 
ſophick Elevation, but am ſorry the Ope 
rator has left you; I have all things herea 
my devotion, and lie in.zhe nobleſt and 
moſt pleaſant Lodgings I ever was in. Then 
is a very convenient diſtant Farm-Houk 
where.I cou'd, methinks, work with; 
great deal of happineſs and privacy, if | 
had any Receipt ; but I fear I treſpaſs i 
that Thought, and beg your Pardon for it 
There is in no Poet extant fo perfect a d 
ſcription of a true Wood-Nymph, as m 
Miſtreſs, T muſt diſpatch two or thre 
clumſy Rivals, beſides a large Attendatl 
Maſtif, that always follows her, beton 
my acceſs is eaſie. She has an excelled 
wild Beauty and Wit; and every thing 
that Nature only can beſtow. I beſeedl 
you, if you ſee the Hag, (who is a periet 
Night-Mare to my Dreams) not to te 
her you have heard from me. Be pleasWF: 


| 


* 
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to write to me, for that fair Hand can im- 
part nothing but Joy to, 


Madam, your moſt obedient, 5 : 
mo obliged, moſt hamble 


ervant. 


_ | N | 

- LETTER XIX. 

vo Y 

Ne Madam, 

and OU certainly believe me in Love 
her with you, or you would anſwer my 
ue Letters: I know it my Fate to be ſhun'd 
thaWwhen it comes to that. We had yeſter- 
if ay a Funeral here, where my Fair one 
Mas a Bearer, and TI led one of the Mour- 


ers: In the performance of that Office 
twas no ſmall Diverſion to the ill-natur'd 
ompany to obſerve her skuttle toward 
he Grave to avoid poor me: But I aſſure 
er Il follow her to it or my qwn, but 
ye will lie in the ſame Bed. I ſhould come 
0 Town forthwith, but that my Colonel, 
he Governor here, is expected daily, and 
ſtay to attend him in his Diverſions and 
etirement; in which we ſhall have many 
leaſing Entertainments for thoſe that can 
Waite em: But ä things to a Man 

2 1 
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in my Condition, are Landskips before a 
blind Man, or Muſick to a deaf. If you 
do not anſwer this Scrible, I ſhall under. 
ſtand I am impertinent, and not trouble 
you tilt I have your Commands for it. I 
truſt in Providence you will ſoon ſee my 
Condition alter'd for the better, and 
meat a better Light; for T aſſure you moſt 
of my Faults, were Accidents of my For- 
tune: Then I will be juſt to that extream 
Hag, Mrs. S.. . When you ſee her, ſay 
what you can for her Pacification, for ſhe 
| rides my Dreams. What's become of 
. Mrs.. . Does ſhe ſtill talk as loud 
as ſhe talk'd of ..... ? Give her my Ser. 
vice, but let none know where I am. I 
write to you, I believe, from as beautiful 
a2 Profpect as any in the World; and fince 
my Death in Love, I fanſie my ſelf after 
my departure in the Ehſian Fields, where 
Sadneſs is agreeable, and Sorrow has a 
gloomy Charm above Joy. But there is no- 
thing, even here, can divert my Eye, my 
Heart, or Hand, from any opportunity of 

expreſſing my ſelf, Madam, | 


nn... 
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Tour moſt obedient Servant. 
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Y having been a day or two out of 
this Iſland, prevented the receipt 10 
of yours till to day; wherein you give me | 
the exalted Station of lying at your Feet. | 
Believe hereafter the call for Letters to be 
my Paſſing-Bell, if you neglect writing: I 
cannot blame you, tho? I hate thoſe that 
interrupt you: For, who would not en- 
groſs you? The Verſes I will immediately 
fall upon, and ſend you. Pray tell me 
ſeriouſly whether you are perfectly afſur'd 
in your Secret. I can depend upon what 
you approve : For tho* you have a great 
deal of Wit, there's no deceiving you. I 
can't tell what my Lord's Intentions far 
me are, but am ſure he has exceeded my 
Deſert already. I know not but I may be 
hereafter in a Capacity to receive you here, 
and fee this the fortunate Iſland. For if 
you do not redreſs, you make us forget our 
r. Misfortunes ; and methinks I could ever 
thus delude the Miſery of your abſence by 
writing to you, but that I prefer your Satis- 
tion to my own, and return you to the 


T- ¶ Company that envy me a Line from you, to 
1 4 3 bribe 
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bribe em to give you leiſure ſometimes 
for a Charity to, Madam, - 


Your moſt obedient, 
moſt hamble Servant, 


LETTER XXI. 


Dear Sir, 


Give you this trouble to deſire you'd do 

me the Favour of a Line or two, that 
I may not look upon my ſelf quite out of 
your Thoughts when you come to an 
"Evencze. My implicit Faith deſerves ſome 
Conſideration; and when the Philoſophick 
World is to be diſpos'd of, T hope there 
will ſome Corner or other in it fall to 
my ſhare. If you have any account of the 
moſt renowned Mr. W....., you'd ex 
treamly oblige me to let me have it; for! 
am paſſionately taken with his exemplary 
Sincerity, who gave me a Note of 100/, 
and ſent me word I ſhould never have it. 


I wiſhT could learn whether he has been in 


Town of late, or not. If you'll anſwer 
this impertinent Paper, you'll do an action 
ſuitable 


| 
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ſuitable to your good-nature and uſual 3s 


les : 
Friendſhip to, Sir, 


6 


Your moſt obliged, and 
moſt humble Servant. 


LETTER. ANIL. 
Madam, RN 
Y <a of the firſt was no ſmall Satis- 


— 


faction to me; for I could not imagine 
do the reaſon of your Silence; but am glad 
at to find you have been in the Country; for 
of Thope when J have next the happineſs of 
an ſeeing you, to be entertain'd with the 
me Effects of your Leiſure. *Twas impoſſible 
ick or that fair elegant Hand of yours to be 
ere unemploy'd when you were in the Seat of 
to the Muſes, and Rivers, Hills, Fountains 
he and Fields were the Charming Objects of 
2x- our Imagination. I thank your very 
rIgood nature for the kind opinion it makes 
ry MW you expreſs of me; and Jaſſure you I have 
da very grateful ſenſe of your Habile and 
it, uſeful Friendſhip to me. Pray Madam, 
in I indulge the Weakneſs of thinking ſo well 
er Nof a Man of fo little Merit; for too much 
on MW Good nature is ſo beautiful a Fault, that 
le F 4 *twere 
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'twere Imperfection to want it. I exped 


to hear from you more at large than your 
laſt aForded me. All the News you have 
of any ſort let me have; for the minuteſt 
thing that concerns you, is of a very great 


moment to, Madam, 


Your moſt obedient Servant 


—— — 


LETTER XXIII. 
Madam, 5 | 
O my laſt, there is come into m 


hands a Pacquet of ſuch Letters 
were left in Town at my Aunts for me: 


— 


Among which I find one from you, my 


ready good Genius, to warn me of approci 
ing Harms. How, Madam, ſhall I de 
ſerve, how ſhall I thank this unwearie 
groundleſs Goodneſs in you? I profeſs u 
you I take no comfort in any Intelligence 
to this place but what I receive from you 
Letters; therefore pray be ſo charitabi 
as to ſend mea Line as often as you call 
That which aggravates my Vexation 5; 
that I have very fair Proſpects could I bt 
let alone, but fear the purſuit of ſenſelel 
and mercileſs People will interrupt mf 
ee een wr vo 
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Deſigns, even to their own diſadvantage. 
cannot forbear talking to you all my Soul, 
ſor you muſt be my Counſellor as well as 
you have been my Protectreſs in ſeveral 
Accidents. I cannot forbear having hopes 
in your Chymiſtry. The Verſes Tam this 
morning about , but ſhall not finiſh it 
zpainſt the Poſt, therefore keep it in reſerve 
for another pretence to write to you. Dear 
Madam, let me know if you have any 
Chymical Medicine for Poverty; and if the 
matter be demonſtrative to you, or not. 
There 1s nothing ſo acceptable to me as to 
read from you, no not the Pleaſure of 
talking to you, which I muſt leave off leſt 
[never enjoy the other, as a juſt Judgment 
on the Impertinence of, Madam, 


Tour moſt happy Slave. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Uſed to be prety luckly in diſcovering 
Secrets, and I have now, Madam, 
found one worthy your Ladyſhip's Curioſi 
ty. A young Woman, with whom J 
diverted my ſelf, did me the Favour to go 
with me into the Country for a Week, du- MW 
ring the heat of the Seaſon : There ought MW: 
to be a ceſſation of Pleaſure, as well as Buſi- M 
neſs, to make us the more eagerly to re-. 
turn to our Bent. One Morning I left my Wc 
fair Lady in Bed; and riſing at Five of the Wt 
Clock, took a Book in my Pocket, and re- 
K 

8 

j 

\ 


ſolv'd to divert my ſelf with walking far- 
ther than I could have done with my ſoft 
Companion. The Place we were at, 
Was , twelve Miles from London. | 
croſsꝰd over the Lanes and Fields, pleas'd II 
with the irregularity of my Walk, for my H 
deſign was only Exerciſe and the Air. 1 Wl 
found my ſelf, by Seven of the Clock, WG 
wander'd far from the place whence I ſet WW a 
out, and ſome diſtance from any Road, 
but near a neat little Brick-Houſe built at 
the extremity of a Field. I made up to it, 
with a deſign to reſt my ſelf upon a Bench 
that was placed at the Garden-Gate; wy 
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ſada T rilo that gave the Proſpect of the 
Country. "Twas open, and I found the 
atisfaction of viewing a very pretty Place, 
wonderfully neat, and adorned with Pots 
and Greens ſufficient to giveme an opinion 
of the Genius of the Perſon who was the 
Owner. I ſhut the Gate, becauſe I was 
not willing to be ſeen by any from the 
Houſe, who would perhaps have reckon'd 
mean Intruder, tho? I exceeded not the li- 
berty of the Bench: Where reſting my ſelf, 
was going to continue my Diverſion of 
Reading; but J had not been there Twenty 
Minutes, when I fay, from the other end 
of the Field, a Lady advancing towards 
the Houſe. She had ona white Silver Stuff 
Night-Gown, hanging looſe, or lap'd a- 
bout her, lin'd with a full Roſe-colour'd 
dattin; a Waſtcoar that, at the Boſom, 
ſhew'd a quantity of fine Flanders Lace, 
with a Shift and Cuffs of the ſame ; her 
Night-Linen clean and fine as poſſible, ty'd 
with Cherry and Silver Ribbons, and over 
that a fine Dutch Straw-Hat, lin'd with 
Green, mounted witha Carnation Feather, 
and cock*d behind. Upon her Arm ſhe 
had a little Basket, which held a Book, 
her Netting, and ſome few Orange, Li- 
mon, Jaſſemin and Myrtle Sprigs, which 
lhe had (as I ſuppoſe ) gather'd before 
Ihe went into the Field. Her Hat being 
pulPd 


. 
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pulPd over her Eyes to skreen the Sun, 
ſhe ſaw me not: Which I took the advan. Wn 
tage of; and before ſhe gain'd the Bench, 
I {lip'd to the turning of the Garden-Wall, iſ 
which was ant ten Paces from the Place MT 
where I had fat, ſhe took the Seat I had 
2 and, it being ſhady, pull'd off that 
. obliging Hat which had hinder'd me 
from ſeeing the lovely Face. After ſhe had 
reſted a little while, ſhe took the Greens 
out of the Basket, and made a Noſepay, 
which ſhe fix'd in her Boſom; and th 
ſearching to the bottom of her Basket, 
pulPd out a Paper which I quickly pet. 
ceiv*d { by looking over her Shoulder ) to 
be a Song ſet to Notes, which promisd 
me ſome Muſick from my lovely Charmer: 
And indeed I was not deceiv'd, for in an 
inchanting Strain ſhe ſung Roſie Bowers. | 
was ſo bewitch'd with her Air and Voice, 
that I durſt hardly breath for fear of inter- . 
rupting her; tho' I dy'd with impatience 
to have a full view of her Face, which as 
yet T had not ſeen ; but I trembled leſt my 
appearance might cauſe the lovely Viſion 
to vaniſh. The Song was of a length ſu 
ficient to give me time to make many Re- 
flections, however chain*d my Senſes were 
to the Muſick of her Voice. I ſaw with 
wonder a Lady of her Air and Dreſs in ſo 
remote a place ; for I could not 1 c 
7 | "ow 
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the Garden excepted) that the Houſe pro- 
9d any thing but bare Conveniences, 


nd not ſuitable to the Dreſs of her who 


tem'd to be the ſhining Miſtreſs of it. 
he Song ended, ſhe took out her N etting- 
york ; at which Diverſion ſhe continu'd 
hut a ſmall time, when throwing it back 


nto her Basket, as who ſhowd ſay, you. 


are not for my purpoſe at this time, I heard 
her ſigh more than once, and in no little 
Romantick Tone, repeat theſe Verſes 
from Oroonoko, (for I remembred to have 
read *em there ) : | 


is place, this ſpot of Earth is more to me 


Ilan the extended Plains of my great Father's 


Here we ſhall reign in Foys, to Power unknown ; 
uur Love my Empire, and your Heart my Throne. 


Then, as if inſpir'd by what ſhe had 


lad, (or the Thought that had occaſion'd 


tioſe Words) ſhe roſe up all of a ſudden, 
and turn'd ſo ſhort upon me, that I had 
not time to abſcond far enough behind my 
Wall, ſhe gave a great Screek at the Sur- 
prize of ſeeing an unknown Perſon there, 
and ſhew*d ſo much danger of Swooning, 
that it gave even my Modeſty a juſt Ex- 
cuſe to run and catch that lovely Body in 
my Arms to prevent its falling upon the 
Graſs? 
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Graſs. I may boldly confeſs to your Lady. 
ſhip, that in that moment I felt more De. 
light than I imagin'd was in the Power of 

I could not 
forbear preſſing her {lily to my Boſom, her 


Body 


the 


guar 


whole Sex to give me. 


vielding to my touches, bein 


g only 


Ma with a looſe Gown and a E 


olland 
Waſt-coat, (juſt as if riſen from Bed) with 
one only Petticoat on, that all the lovely 
Limbs and Shape were to be diſcern'd, 
and the reſt imagin'd. But long I could 


not enjoy the envied Pleaſure, for reaſſur 
ing her ſelf ſhe gain'd the Bench, and then 


in an obliging 


ſhionable manner, asd 


my pardon for her Surprize. But being 
ſo little uſed to Company, eſpecially Per. 
ſons of my Appearance, and at that early 
Hour, it might (if any thing could) bean 
excuſe for the Diſorder ſhe had been in 
Then continuing her Diſcourſe, ſhe a8 
me, with a charming Addreſs, if I pleas 
to ſit and repoſe my ſelf, and tell her it] 
had any Commands there, or buſineſs with 
Mr. King, which ſhe imagin'd, becauk 
that was no place for chance Paſſengers 
like me, her little Cottage being direct 
out of any Road; and tho? it was her Hu- 
band's Misſortune to be then at Loni 

ſhe would faithfully diſcharge any CommibſW1 
lion to him. Whilſt ſhe was thus deliver: 


ing her ſelf, my whole Soul and Facultis 


Were 
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were charm'd by her; but Wonder EvIng 

place to Memory, methought this lovel 
Unknown was no longer ſo to me : Good 
Hens | (cry'd T out) is it poſſible the charm- 
ing Mrs. Sort p ey 2 been dead to all the 

World for almoſt theſe three Tears, forgetful o 
7, e her C ed. 44 22 
tune, can bury herſelf in a place ſo unworthy of 
„ More I could not fay, but was 
forced to run to the Aſſiſtance of the afflict- 
d Beauty. She did now in reality what 
before ſhe was only like to do, and fell back 
n the Arm of the Bench in a comfirm'd 
oon. I curs'd my indiſereet Diſcovery, 
ay'd, beg'd, intreated her to return to 
ife, wept upon her lovely Face, preſs'd 
ne cloſe to her, did all, but in vain, that 
ras neceſſary to recal her Senſes. At length, 
ding it to be no Work of mine, I had 
ecourſe to the Garden-Gate, and knock'd 
vloud, that that alone might have recalPd 
ler, At length a Gardener came to me, 
boſe Aſſiſtance I deſir d, to help me convey 
5s Miſtreſs in, who was there in a faint- 
g Fit ; we brought her between us into 
e Houſe, and carrying her into a Room 
pon the Ground-floor, we laid her upon 
| Day-bed. Preſently a Gentlewoman and 
vo under Servants came to her Aſſiſtance, 
dne with a Bottle of Harts-horn, and ano- 
her with fair Water; we threw ſome on her 
Face, 
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Deſpair upon mine; Wonder and Refpet 


Ground by her Bed-fide, Can you forgive m 
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"Face, which, with the help of Spirits 


recover'd her; but her Memory did not 
ſo. immediately return. At length caſting 
her lovely black Eyes upon me, they im. 
mediately filPd with Tears, and in fo vaſt 
a quantity, that they ſeem'd like Fire in 
Water, contending which ſhou'd have the 
Maſtery ; ſilently upbraiding me for what 
I had diſcover'd.. I muſt confeſs, I was ſo 
chrowly enraged againſt my ſelf, that had 
not her People been about us, I believe! 
ſhowd have fall'n upon my Sword befote 
her, to have aton'd that way for my Indi 
cretion. That Scene of Silence cou'd not 
but give cauſe of Reflection to all that were 
preſent. Grief and Surprize were painted 
to the life upon her Face; Remorſe and 


upon the Servants, who ſeeing their Lady 
pretty well recover*d of her Illneſs, left tht 
Room to us, that knew not how to im- 
prove the Opportunity, or where tq beg! 
the Diſcourſe ; Shame and Confuſion hat 
ſeizd us both. At length I thought it m 
Duty to endeavour the reaſſuring of It 
Mind; fo that puting one Knee to tb 


Madam, an innocent and unintended Crim: 
Fortune has had a mind to oblige me, by giv 
me an Opportunity to ſhew the charming Mri 
8. hom true 4 Reſpect and Admiratim 
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have for her ; and how well I can keep her Secret. 


What has happen d this Morning ſball paſs un- 


told, or lite = Dream that enden vouring to re- 


member we but the more forget. I am neither 
4 Rirth or Character for doing baſe or little 


things, my Name Madam, is =, which . 


bope will in ſome ſort reconcile you to that irre- 
vocable Misfortune that has ſo lately happen d. 
give you my Ward and Honour never to diſ- 
0 


[ 
cloſe 14 long as you ſhall think fit to have 


dence in try Secrecy; 4 fart er diſtruſt 


5 
that — — fair One) my ſelf ſo little 


town to the World, that I might without dan- 
ger have almoſt ventur d any where. --—--- Tou 
forget, Madam, interrupted I her haſtily, 
at Perſons of your Form make not only ſwift 
but deep Impreſſions. Ion could not ſhine at 
the Bath à whole Seaſon, and yet hope to be 
unkown ; Then your vaniſhing from the Eyes of 


all your Noble Relations and Acquaintance, was 


4 Theam as wonderful as Melancholy; -===---- 
What do they ſay of me in the World? interrup- 
ted ſhe : I am contented to hear it. Their 
Opinions were different, Madam, I anſwer'd. 
For, what could they imagine of a Lady of your 
Beauty and Fortune leaving the latter untoucſyd, 
nd 4 Noble brother who was paſſionately fond 


of « Siſter ſs W Leaving, I ſay, my 
BON Lord 
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Lord without Knowledge or Conſolation far 


= Jour departure? It was found that you were 
come to London to his Stemard's Hogſe ; but 
vaniſhing from thence, they could trace you 10 
farther. That faithful Servant has diſcharged 
his Duty to you as he ought ; for my Lord could 
never bring him to confeſs that he had any uon 
ledge of the Place where you were, or what 
courſe you had taken. There were not wanti 
00 who gave him the glory of. ſuch a 0 
and his being a married Man, might oblige yu Ml 
to concealment : But others, better acquainted Ml 
with your Soul, ſaid, you could never male 
Choice ſo unworthy of your ſelf : in which the 
were confirm d by time, when no demands 
Money were made, either by Letter or —_ 
from or in your Name. Others concluded you 
' ſuddenly dead in ſome place where you were un 
| known, or that you had been murder d. But al 
this was nonſenſe ; for without ſome powerful me 
tive, what could have obliged you to be unknown, 
tho* but for a day, and that motive might bt 
doubtleſs ſtill in force; therefore the moſt inte. 
 digible part of the World did not fail to gui 
ſome happy young married Man of Fortune hu 
had the glory of pleaſing you at the Bath, , 
that with him ( unenvying all other Delights)" 
You were withdrawn to taſte uninterruptealy tht 
Sweets of mutual Love.. Here 
turn'd.her Face upon the Pillow, from me, 
and fetching a great. Sigh, we continned 
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83 
for Wl flent for near a quarter of an Hour, 1 1 
very well faw I was a Gueſt that was no 
In way welcom, and was (as in Wiſdom I 
no ought) going ſeveral times to take my leave, 
— retire: But chain'd by inevitable in- 

ld dination, methought it was doing my ſelf 
4 violence I could by no means conſent to. 
Ir ever any Perſon could be truly ſaid to be 
ſuddenly wounded, it was me. I lov'd to 
t height of uneaſineſs, envy and jealouſie, 
and was reſolv'd to find and know this 
happy Mr. Ning, (as ſhe calld him) and 
diſpute his Title toher. How often could 
| have thrown my ſelf down on the Bed 
by her, and ſmother'd her with a thouſand 
Riſſes and Embraces ! But Reſpect and 
Awe, the ſure attendants of Love, had | 
ſciz”d upon my Soul, and methought it I 
was more eaſie for me to die, than to dil- - | 
pleaſe her. Therefore that at length pre- 
railing, I roſe up to take my leave, and 
conjur'd her to believe, that her Secret 
was ſafe with me; nay fo ſafe, that if J 
once diſtruſted my power of keeping it, I 
would ſacrifice my ſelf before her Face to 
ſecure her Fears. She could not chuſe but 
receive this Aſſurance (which I was not 
obliged to make) with a graci6us Air; ind 
after ſhe had return'd me Thanks for it 
ad me, from what place I came that 
Mor ning ? I told he r, from How, 

G 2 cry d 
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tryd ſbe, that is Eight Miles wide of this 
Houſe : How could you wander thus? 
How do you propoſe to return? The Sug 
is of a great height; *twill be impoſſible 
for you to walk without killing your {ef 
with Heat. I ſee, purſa'd ſhe with a Cha: 
ming Smile, that you are intail'd upon me 
for ſome Hours; J can't without being in. 
hoſpitable, thruſt you out of my Houk 
till the Evening, then I have a Chaiſe at 
your Service, which ſometimes ſerves me 
to take the Air. In the mean time, I bs 
lieve you will find fome Refreſhment 
neceſſary after your early riſing and your 
great walk. Then reaching me her del 
cious Hand to help her from̃ off the Bed, 
the calPd her Woman, and order*d her to 
bring in Chocolate, and the Fruit ſhe bi 
the Gardener gather in the cool of the 
Morning. Gueſs you, Madam, how 
was raviſh'd with her Propoſal ; I needed 
not a ſecond entreaty. During our Break 
faſt, ſhe deſtr'd me to entertain her wit 
the News of the Town; not only wit 
what I call'd new, but what had pals 
tor this laſt three Years; for to her that 
had been buried (in that little Solitude) il 
things were fo. I did not fail to flounil 
as far as my weak Capacity permitted, i 
vn what I thought would divert be 
Good Manners carried her above any lar 
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ar er ſhow of diſtruſt or diſcqntent of the 
ns Morning's Adventure. She ſeem'd pleas d 
: I "Mt my Diſcourſe, and ask'd me if I would 
nie her leave to go. into her Dreſſing- 
Room, to put her ſelf in a Poſture leſs 
capable of frightning me ? And how would 
n me! diſpoſe of my ſelf in the mean time? 
ble carried me into the next Room, and 
Pu ſhew*'d me a noble Library in glaſs Cafes ; 
-- "Wi 1 thought fit ta divert my ſelf there, 


F 0 
ſh 
* . 
* ” 


5 1 or endeavour to recover my Fatigue of 
Ib Valking, by a little Sleep upon the Bed 


ſhe had quirted? I choſe the latter, thatT 
might throw. my Body upon the place her 
lovely Body had preſs'd. She took her 
leave, and left me to my Reflections, 
which were numerous and diſorder'd. I 
began violently to love without hopes of a 
return ; I kiſs'd a thouſand times the Pil- 
lows on which her Head had reſted ; and 
where I imagin'd it wet with her Tears, I 
could almoſt have mingled my own with 
em. I was paſſiqnate, I was deſpairing, 
was ravingly Amorous ! In ſhort, all 
that the feign'd Hero's of Romances are 
aid to feel, I in reality was ſenſible on. 
Who was Mr. Ning, that happy Mr. Ring? 
| wanted much to know. The Furniture 
of that little Box was like a Cabinet, ſo 
line, ſo clean, ſo well ſuited, fo fitted for 
15 Love and Solitude. In ſhorty not able to 
ther | CG 3 | obtain 


" N ay 
% U 


r 


Court Intriegues. 


veying all the Windows, in hopes ſhe 


did J curſe the Invention of Dreſſing, no 
did imagine that ſhe could put on any thing 
more charming than what I had ſeen her 


gain to my Garden, my Eyes never off the 


obtain the intermiſſion of a moment 
lee „I roſe and paſs'd into the beautify 
Garden. I was weary of my felf, and 
long' d to ſee charming Mrs. Ning apaih, | 
found a Gardner at work, and ask d hin 
when he & re] his Maſter home? The 
Fellow anſwer'd me, He had been gone 
but that Morning, and he beliey*d would 
not return till the next. Reſpe tom 
beauteous Angel hinder'd me from 7 
ring farther. I return'd to the Houſe, ſur. 


would ſee that I was not afleep : Tis tru 
I had a Book in my Hand, but” with 
Thoughts wandring as mine were, that 
was of little uſe. I walk'd back to the 
Bench where firſt my Pain began. Then 
I found the pretty Hat, and was ſuch i 
Fool to kiſs it over and over, and talk toi 
of my Pain. In a word, I refoly'd, it 1 
could hadſomly, to ſteal it as a Relickd 
my Saint ; therefore brought it back. and 
hid it in the Room under the Bed Where! 
had lain. Two Hours (that is two Ages 
had paſs'd ſince her abſence. How often 


in. Reſtleſs every-where, I return'd + 


Windows whence I believ'd my SatisfaGt 
| on 


L—— 
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— — W * . 
on muſt vome. The Saſhes were all up, - 
) 


but the Curtains down; at length I faw 
a lovely Hand ( which by the Diamond 
on the Finger I knew to he hers ) raiſe 
one of em, and ſhe herſelf appear'd daz- 
ling beyond imagination. I inmediately 
cry'd out War, and told her, ſhe had mac 
liciouſly been arming her Eyes and Form, | | 
to revenge upon me my preſumption for Rf 
treading thar forbidden Ground. She 
{miPd at what ſhe only believ'd a peice of 
Gallantry, and ask'd me o_ ly, if 1 
would come up, and ſhe would fend her 
Woman to ſhew me the way. I flew after 
my CouduQreſs; but became immovable 
at the ſight of that noble Air with which 
charming Mrs. King appear'd ; fo grace- 
ful, her Height ſo juſt, ſo commanding, her 
lovely Neck in all its due proportion, her 
Shape ſo perfect, her Hair ſo fine ; in ſhort, 
who ſays that a Diſhabile can charm, when 
it conceals ſo much mare Beauty than the 
Dreſs reveals? Doubtleſs ſhe ſaw the Im- 
preſſion ſhe had madę upon my Mind; and 
to help me out of my — Confuſion, 
deſir'd to know if ſhe ſhould entertain me 
at Piquet till Dinner. I was, you may be 
lure, all Obedience; but I watch'd her Eyes 
a thouſand times more than the Cards. She 
laugh'd at my Play, and told me I minded 
not the Game, and that ſhe ſhould gain no 
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honour by conquering. But what ſhould] 
. fay? Alas! I was no longer my ſelf, all 
did favour'd of Diſtraction; and I am 2 
_ thouſand times wild at thinking how mean 


Wit, in giving her ſo many proofs of my 
Love. Dinner ſtaid for us below, I had the 


floor d with Marble, the ſides hung with 


Chairs lin'd with Dutch Tiles, a Fountain 


-twoGirls of about twelve Years old (one of 
them a Black, habited after the manner of 


me to eat was a piece of a Melon cooFd 
with Ice, and ſome Sallad, which ſherbld me 
was of her own raiſing. Nor. is your La- 


were Reſeryatories, and in ſhort, all the 


an opinion I muſt have given her of my 


pleaſure of leading her into a Pretty Hall, 


large Indian Pictures, and ſo high as the 


in a corner of the Room joining the Buffet 
waſh'd and cool'd our Glaſſes; nothing 
could be better order'd than her Table. 
The firſt Service was in Plate, the ſecond 
Gilt, and the laſt China. Her Woman and 


the Dancers at the Play-Houſe) were all 
the Attendants we had ; other Servants, as 
J gueſs'd, waited without, to bring and re- 
ceive the Diſhes, &c. But, what was all 
that Feaſt to me? My Eyes and Senſes 
were only fix'd upon charming Mrs. Rin. 
She obligingly carv'd to me, when {heſaw 
T would not help my ſelf; all ſhe could get 


dyſhip to wonder at my naming Tce ; there 


con- 
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onvenience of a Palace in this little Houſe. 
Dur Wine was delicate, her Converſation 
harming, and had I had bur liberty of 


— 


improving my Happineſs without con- 


traint ; and ſhe kind, yielding, and pleas'd, 
he whole Creation could not have furniſh- 
d out ſuch another Scene of Delight. 
This little Country Entertainment put 
e in mind of Eraſmus's Spiritual Feaſt ; for 
ariety, I'll recite part of it to your La- 
Iyſhip by way of Dialogue. She ask'd me 
when we roſe from Table) how we ſhould 


aſs the remainder of the Day? for Cards 


he did not ſee me fond of ; Do you love 
iſning, Sir? We have a large Brook runs at 
he bottom of a Meadow, where we catch 
xcellent Trout ; the Bank is ſhady after 
welve a Clock ; and I believe I can't offer 
ou a Diverſion. that ſeems better to ſuit 
our Temper ; you may be as thoughtful 
nd contemplative as you pleaſe, I ſhall be 
ure not to interrupt you, becauſe that 
mployment never fails to. have thoſe Ef- 
ts upon me. The Girls ſhall bring down 
ur Fiſhing Tackle, and wait at a diſtance 
tted for Service, but not Interruption. 


Fig hither the Umbrella's, tho? we haye 
0 


rther uſe of *em than croſſing the 
leadow, and ſhall find it ſhady and cool 
pon the Banks. One of you run before 


ith Cuſhions, and all things neceſſary for 


Our 
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dur Diverſion, Have I not told you tri 
Sir? Cou'd you imagin any thing Pleaſa 
er for the Seaſon ? There's your Rod; e 

in your Line, and let us wager who ſh 
catch the firſt or moſt Fiſh. 

Hie. All youſhew me, and all I have ſes 
and heard to Day, Madam, are fo wonde 
ful, that I am doubting whether I am 
wake, or if wake, whether not Inchantel 
and in ſome of thoſe delightful Caſtles of Ol 
where every. thing exceeds Imapinatia 

Whilſt, we with our Lines and Bait an 
ſeeking to delude the poor harmleſs Fil 

methinks it were not improper to begin 

- Diſcourſe of that Paſſion you can ſo we 
inſpire. I can make you no greater a Co 
pliment, than putting you upon a Subjef 
which I am ſure you are the intire Miſtu 
of. Is it poſſible, Madam, to find Sweets 
in Love, capable of recompencing the lod 
all other Delights? And do not you think 
Friends, Relations, Cards, Plays, Balk; 
and, in ſhort, every Diverſion, propet f 

Jour Youth and Fortune, much underſold 

by this Choice that you have made? Id 
nat reflect upon happy Mr. Ning's Charms; 

I know him not; but pardon me if T d 
not think any mortal Merit can deſerve ſo 
great a Sacrifice, after the generous and 
hoſpitable Eatertainment you have made 


me, and in good Manners I ought to ww 
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dam, I have a nearer concern for you than 
what relates to Cuſtom and Ceremony. I 
wou'd os you out of this wrong way you 
are in, reſtore you to your Family and For- 


tune; ſuch a Beauty as yours was defignd 


judge what 290 are able to do upon others, 
by what 1 

Therefore it is that I would have you 
ſhine where Fortune and your Birth ſeems 
to call you, and to leave this inglorious So- 
litude, where the beſt that can be ſaid of 
your Pleaſures, are, that they be not Pains, 


happy Lover is with you. 


chooſing ſuch a Subject as this (howeyer 
ungrateful it he to me) ſhall at rhis time 
be forgiven, hecauſe I believe you attempt 
the Argument out of Friendſhip ; far 1 
know you ſo true a judge of what is fit, 
that upon any other account you would nat 
lave been guilty of it; but whence is it 
that you miſtake ſo far, to think I do not 
enjoy more Happineſs than if I were in a 
Court? Thoſe Diverſions you have named, 
are but Noiſe and Hurry, and may.indeed 
pleafe the Senſes, but never the Mind, in 
that lies all our Enjoyment, 'tis there that 
we place all our moſt affecting Delights, 


to adorn a Court, not guild a Cottage. 1 


| you have done upon me. 


She. The Priviledge you have taken in 
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any Diſcourſe upon this Subject. But, Ma. 


thoſe excepted which you talt when your 
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our moſt raviſhing Sweets; tis tnt du 
that can indear our Poſſeſſions to us ; for 
ſhou'd the Mind be fix d upon another U 
ject, a Monarch with his Crown wou'dhe 
but impertinent Ambition, and a Glory ng 
more pleang, than Vanity can be truly 
call d Merit, or extream old Age a Bleſſing, 
He. And yet, Madam, was I not thi 
happy Morning a witneſs how many ways 
you ſought to delude thoſe Hours that ap 
parently hung upon your Hands? Solityd: 
is doubtlefs ſometimes good to thoſe who 
have Souls capable of taſting it: tis the ex 
ceſs of it is only blameable. We naturally 
Verſation; for being always confin d to 
done, is but a degree beyond converling 
With our ſelves. Miſtake: me not, I het 
argue againſt that enchanting Plealureon- 
ly to be taſted between aß Lovers, þut 
wou'd learn from your Experience, pn. 
tinuance and length of time does not 
take off the Delight, the tranſpoxting Ar- 
dours which are heightned by Dilficulties 
as much as it ſeems to me they thou'd be 
pall'd by too conſtant uſe, or tog eaſis an 
accahon ol em 
be. I ſhou'd belie the Truth, Sir, or 
perſonate*the Virtue of the Stoicte, did! 
pretend Hexer , to have found Tome Houts 
of Solitude burthenſome; but how 155 
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fare I ſhou d not have receiv'd as much or 
more diſguſt from Converſation and the 
Buſineſs of the World? Are any thing 
more feign'd than your Friendſhips ; more 
alſe than your Lovers; more impertinent 


than Goſſips ; more cenſorious than Rela. - 


tions; more dull than many that are calꝰd 
Wits ; or ſo inſipid and taſteleſs as Con- 
verſation, when Love, Scandal, and Buſi- 


neſs are away ? Then, as for what you call 


Diverſions from Balls, Cards, and Plays; 
the latter can as well, with a little help of 


the Imagination, entertain me in my Cle- 
ILL xr of the 


ſet or Garden, as if I wereatiw 
Houſes. Balls are much di ad were 
ever made upon ſome - Deſign, 


and not always with too much Innocency. 


Cards are angerous a Diverſion, that L 
ſhould never hawe done, did I recount half 
the ruin and er they have occaſion'd ; 
evnin We, I have heard what but 


the other Day happen'd upon this account. 


Ayoung Lady of a good Family in the Coun- 


try, and married to a Gentleman who will 
have a handſom Eſtate when his Father's 


Dead, came up to London, and fell into fo 


ill Hands, and ſo great a lover of Play, that 
ſhe quickly loſt all her ready Mony, and 
made away her Dreſſing-Platt Mels, Cr. 
for a ſupply; that gone too, Mat Stake 


was a pair of Diamond Ear-Rings of my 
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Lady: -.. her Mothers, which ſhe gave he 
wd o have new ſet; ſhe under-pawn'd em or 
a great deal leſs than they were worth; 
ff Pound was the Sum ſhe got upon em 
with which ſhe hoped to retrieve the ref} 

*- and turn the run of her ill Fortune; bu 
| the quicly loft that too; if ſhe had had: 
Million in the ill Hands ſhe was in, *twou'd 
have all flown the ſame way. What fhou'd 
ſhe do? Her Husband was in the'Country, 
her Mother ſevere and covetous, with to 
20 rs upon her Hands; their Father 
dying without a Will, they had hopes d 
no other Bartane but what my Lady cou 
fave e her Joynture; therefore in 

all pro DAN: E would be extreamly 
angry at UnWtravagancy in her married 
Daughter. A mortal Melancholy fucreed- 
ed: She complain'd to one that had been 
her Mother's Woman, 1 Counſellor; 
who bid her be of good Viort, *twou'd: 

be a ſtrange thing for a yolng Lady, Hand. 
fom and Innocent, to want Mony in 
World like this. Then taking Pen and Pa- 
per, ſhe bethought her of offering her to 
my Lord of S.... at the Price of the Ear: 
Rings. The young Lady had ſeen him at a 
Race in her own Country, and conſented 

at the ge of her Vertue, to be made 

i Sacriliegby 25h deteftable 2 But 

. is Grace (ho loves Mony too well) It 
| ce tos wel 1 0 
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fwd the offer, unleſs he could firſt fee He 


Young Lady; nor wou'd promiſe then to 
ie her, becauſe he was already engag'd'; 


em cho“ tis thought the Fifty Pieces were his 


Miſtreſs. See then if any thing can be more 
pernicious than Gaming. I could name you 


everal Inſtances diverting gnough to thoſe 


who have no Friendſhip or Relation to the 
Unfortunate. I think the King of Fance 


had done well, if in forbidding Baſſet, he 


had alſo forbid all Ladies under Thirty, to 
play for above ſuch a Sum of Mony; and 
that other Governments wou'd do the 
ame thing. 1. 


He. You almoſt argue me Madam, out 


of my ill opinion of Solitude net but if 


Converſation be an Evil, I dare boldly 
maintain, 'tis an Evil we cannot be with- 
out, and where the Good (notwithſtanding 
all your Ladyſhip has faid) ſurmounts the 
Bad; but this is put half of my Requeſt, 


you have not anſwered me to that Part; 


Whether too eaſie, and unintermitting an 
Enjoyment, does not pall the Ardour and 
ſen the Debght ? 


She. You are very curious, methinks, ; 


and will let me catch no Fiſh ; if we don't 
ſucceed, I can't tell what you ill do for 
Supper; you have, as yet, eat nothing, and 


'twill be barbarous to ſend yourhenee half 


ſtarv d]; at this rate you wou'd have but * 
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tle reaſon to boaſt of your Adventure. Ah! 
ſee I have caught the firſt, *tis a Loch 
Trout: Oh poor Creature, how it ſtrug 
ples and pants now tis out of. its Element; 
Here Myaz, take care of this poor Wretch; 
where's the Net to put it in? Oh don't hy 
it. So, tie it clgſe that it may not get out 
bait my Hook again, and go to your Com: 
panion. | 
He. How happy are yon, Madam, tl 
can be thus amuſed, that is, ſo cheap 
pleas'd ? Ah, 'tis impoſſible that any great 
Paſſion can poſſeſs a Soul ſo ſerenely calm 
I, who pretended all my Life to that hay 
py Indifference, and who but yeſterdy 
cou'd have been as eaſily diverted, feel i 
otherwiſe now. I watch your lovely F 
inſtead of the Fiſhink-Line, and am dae 
my ſelf, inſtead of catching others; 
She. This Gallantry makes you Men 
impertinent. Pray tell me, do ou thin 
we expect theſe fort of Courtſllips? l 
muſt certainly be ſo, elſe upon all Occaſions 
and to all Perſons, you wou'd never thu 
promiſcuouſly uſe em. at 
He. T cou'd eaſily convince you, Madan, 
that you are treated by me in a'particulat 
manner to what other Ladies are; hut 
wou'd be too great a preſumption tor 
Scranger, till by my Services I may have 
:rited the liberty of ſpeaking. IT Would 
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A begin by reſtoring you to the World, to 
Loviyh your Family and Fame, which I mult ſin- 

cerely tell Hog ſuffers all things by your 
unaccounfable Abſence. _ I ſhall appear 
rather a Divine than a Gallant in what I 
am going to ſay; your Friend I ſurely am, 
and wou'd ſhew what others perhaps may 
but ſpeak.” Anſwer me, Madam, to what 
| not long ſince ask'd you; is it poſſible 
that the Ardour of your firſt flames feels 
no decay? Upon that I ground my Pro- 
poſition, if you pleaſe to be ſincere, I ſhall 
be proud to think my ſelf not 11 5 67 

I mult 


nent; otherwiſe upon this Subje 
be for ever dumb before you. +60 
She. You put me ſtrangely to it; for if 
I aſſert my Conſtancy, Fo will be apt to 
all it Diſſimulation; if I admit an Abate- 
ment, or what you call a Decay, my 
Principles will be taxed : But certain it is, 
were it to do again, I ſhould prefer my 
Fame and Family before all things. But 
how can I return ? What account ſhall I 
give of my Abſence ? Who will believe 
that J have been Innocent whilſt abſent ? 
Relieve me from-this Difficulty, and I will 
admit you to be the Friend you profeſs. 
He. The matter, Madam, 1s not fo hard 
as you imagine; if you'll depend upon my 
method, I'll engage to find you one that 
thall ſucceed. Pretend a change of Reli- 
ws. gion, 


PF? FT, of ht . 5 
1 
by - 


\ 


9 


98 Court Intriegues. 


— 


—_ 7 6 


ion, retire your ſelf into ſome Catholick 
Country, Penſion your ſelf in a Monafte 
„ry, write to your Friends from thence, 
that you have ſeen your Error, and are 
willing to return to your Mothes-Church: 
Money can do all things, and that you 
need never want, without touching your 
own Fortune. We may eaſily make it be be 
liev'd that you have been out of England 
theſe three Years, and that your oy 
- have more than anſwer'd your religious 
Expences ; but not finding that SatisfaQ 
bn in your change which you propos, 
you deſign a return, contrary to your te: 
ſolve when you went out of Eugland; that 
the Grief you knew your Converſion 
would cauſe to my Lord -----— and there 
of your Relations, was the only realat 
that made you conceal not only that but 

the place of your Abode. 6: 
She. Is it lawful, think you, for our 
private ends to trifle with Religion, and 
make the greateſt good a cover for our ill 
He. Not if Religion ſuffer'd' by, e 
Pretences ; but, Madam, when all thin 
are ſacred to us that ſhould be fo, we 
ouglit not to ſcruple at ſmall things: Il 
good People of the Monaſtery, as we maf 
order it, will certify that you have bee 
there ſuch a time, if they are but well pail 
tor it: Tho? I do not think there W 0 
| - 
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ny. occaſion for the Queſtion, your Affair 
having paſs'd already with that Secrecy. 
Beſides, *twill be the Intereſt of your Fa- 
mily not themſelves to look too near, but 
0 aid thaſe deſigns that ſhall endeavour to 
reſtore you clear to the opinion of the 
World. 7 8 | ' 
He. But my charming Solitude, m 
learer, quiet, delighttul Moments, how 
in part with ye Br . 
He. Conſider, Madam, you do but leave 
hat which will inevitably forſake you: 
he time repeated that you have been 
ere, (or long before) and all theſe Plea- 
ures, will fly before you, even now (or I 
lecerve my Judgment) they appear but as 
he Ghoſts of what they have been, when 
Deſire was new, your Joys in their firſt 
loom, and Fame, And Honour, abundant- 
| leſs eſteem'd. 1 | 
She, Hold, do not wound me in that 
eder Part; there, I confeſs, I lie too o- 
en to your Aſſault: I would retrieve my + 
lory at the price of my Life; but” Love 
till beyond em both... 
Fe, God forbid, Madam, that ſo eleva- 
a Soul ſhould be capable of ſo criminal 
Weakneſs, eſpecially after three Years 
'ofleſſian; Conſider, by your longer ſtay 
ou will loſe the Opportunity of returning 
your Fame and Family; Whilſt Youth 
K and 
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and Beauty are of our Sides, all things 
will be the more eaſily believ'd. Let me 
conjũre you to enter into your ſelf, and 
examine but your own Breaſt :. Canngt 
thoſe heroick Companions to noble Birth, 
overcome a Frailty, which cuſtom and o 
pinion has render'd the Scandal and Weak 
neſs of your Sex, and the Contempt d 
ours? Figure to your ſelf there may come 
a time (all charming as you are) when this 
happy Lover, this unknown Mr. Ni, 
may himſelf be weary of thoſe Joys which 
he poſſeſſes with too great a calm: Fore 
Ral him, Madam, foreſtal the natural In 
conſtancy of our Sex, and ſhew that you 
dare boldly ſtrike for Glory, tho? by it al 
your Delights are levelPd with comman 
Pleaſures. ED, 

She. 1 will conſider deeply on what y0 
offer, and in the mean time return you! 
thouſand Thanks for what you have faid 
You mult have friendly Care of me, 0 
you would not have taken this Pains in tn 
Converſion, but for the preſent let u 
wave this Argument, and only think hoy 
we {hall paſs the reſt of the Day in Pla 
ſures leſs Tevere than this Converſation ! 
thought, Madam, to have gain'd a mig 
ty point in ſtaggering her Inclination 
Solitude, and that cou'd I but once draw 
her into the World; I ſhou'd have man 

g . Oppo! 
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Opportunities (as being neceſſary to her Ser- 
vice) to inſinuate my Paſſion, which every 
moment receiv'd addition by her lovely 
perſon; her graceful Motions, her all com- 
manding Glances, and ten thouſand inimi- 
table unſcribable Graces. The reſt of the 
Evening we ſpent in Gallantry ; I told her 
all that I cou'd to divert and give her an 
opinion of my Converſation: Methought 
ſheſeem'd to taſte it with ſome Pleaſure, and 
that however ſhe. profeſs'd her felt a Lover 
of Solitude, {he was no real Enemy to 
Company. | 
She wou'd keep me to Supper; the 
Mo6n ſhone, and the Chaiſe , ſhe ſaid, 
wou'd quickly carry me Eight Miles. I 
was tranſported at her Civility, and almoſt 
began to think that Solitude being a Friend 
to Love, thoſe few opportunities ſhe had 
of converſing, gave her a higher Reliſh ; 
and that it wou'd be no hard matter, by. 
a Repetition of my Viſits, to gain her 
Favour. I ask'd her not the Permiſſion 
becauſe thoſe are things which by 4 Lover 
ought to be taken; and he is worthy to 
be deny'd who attempts td beg what he 
ſhould boldly Seize. When the Moment 
of Separation came ; it was as if my Soul 
and Body parted ; I kiſs'd her Hand with 
a profound Sigh, telling her I carry*d along 
with me her charming [mage,whichwou'd 
r 
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the Coachman. 


| continually play before my Sight, and fu 


fer me to have no other pleaſure but Re. 
flection, till I repeated my Happineſs by 
ſeeing her again. AY | 
All the time I was in the Chaiſe, I may 
very well ſay, I knew not Who I was, nor 
where I was going; but buried in a pro- 
found Contemplation, my whole Thoughts 
ran upon charming Mrs. Ming, and we 
were come to the end of the Town before 
I conſider'd of it. There was no Foot: 
Man with me, ſo that the Chaiſe ſtopping, 


the Coachman alighted, and coming up 


with much Civility, told me, he hop'd 1 
wou'd not take it ill, for his Commiſſion 
ended here; having no orders to go into 
the Town. This rous'd me from my Pen- 
ſiveneſs; I in a moment found the fair La- 
dy had been too cunning for ine, that ſhe 
had only kept me till Night, on purpoſe 
that Tſhould not know the Road I was car- 
ried, nor any of thoſe Villages we went 
thro' And I may ſafely proteſt, that all 
paſs'd as if it had been a Dream to me! 
However, I did not fail to obey her feem- 
ing Orders, and in quitting the Chaiſe, re. 
turn'd my Thanks and Duty to the Lady; 
I gueſs'd *twas in vain to ask Queſtions of 
However, I cou'd not 
chooſe but curſe my own Folly. Had any 
one ask'd me of my Adventures, all the 
account 
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account I cou'd give, was, that I had been 


ina pretty Houſe, one Mr. King's, ſeated 


far from any common Road ; but where - 


or how the place was call'd, or any near it, 
[ cou'd not tell, nor was it the leaſt part 
of the Addrefs of the lovely Charmer, by 


which J found my Vanity mortify'd, and 


my ſelf deceiv'd. I imagin'd ſhe taſted no 
Pleaſure in my. Converſation, ſince by this 
laſt Action ſhe apparently ſhew*'d, that 
ſhe did not defire the continuance of it. 
Home I walk'd to my fair Maid, whom I 


had left behind. She imagin'd me loſt (as 


indeed I was to my ſelf) or that ſome Mis- 
fortune had befallen me. Her Queſtions 
and Kindneſs were both inſipid and imper- 
tinent. I went to bed upon pretence of 
wearineſs, to avoid her; where my laſt 
Adventure came freſh into my Mind, and 


during a ſhort interval of Sleep, I poſſeſt 


the lovely Charmer in my Thoughts, all 
melting, full of Rapture and Delight. The 
Tranſport awak*'d me, and ſoon made me 
ſenſible, not only of my Miſtake, but of 
thecruel Separation we had ſo lately ſuffer'd. 
The next Day I went to London, to en- 
deavour, if poſſible, to divert in Company 
this new uneaſineſs of Heart. But in vain, 
couꝰd not hinder the bent of my Mind 
from returning to the Object that had 
charm'd it, nor my Perſon from being 
H 4 hurried 
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Houſe, croſs'd over Lanes and Fields, but 


Houſe, and asking of all Lmet withtor it, 
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Fourteen from the Place I had ſet out from. 


Comveniency for Travelling, than I had 


hurried by my Inclinations back to 
left my fair Companion in Landon, ſo that 
uninterruptedly I cou'd taſte the height of 
Melancholy and Contemplation. Early the 
next Morning, I roſe, and dreffing with 
a more than ordinary Care, I put my ſelf 
upon repeating my former Adventure. 
attempted to find the way to Mr. im 


in vain. I believ'd, inſtead of Eight, 1 
went Thirty Miles, here and there, wan 
dering without a Guide, deſcribing the 


by his Name, but no Tidings cou'd I 

So that oppreſt and ragt I was forc'd to 
take into an Inn to refreſh my ſelf. There 
I eat what the place cou'd afford, and laid 
me down on a Bed to fleep; but that was 
a vain endeavour, to reſt me then, whullt 
the heat of the Day laſted. That over, 
began again my fruitleſs ſearch ; and by 
that time it was dark found my ſelf ata 
Village Eighteen Miles from Landon, and 


You may gueſs, Madam, that next Morn- 
ing I was forced to ſearch for ſome better 


had the Day before. I procur'd a Coach 
for Landon; where I was no ſdoner arrived, 
than I order'd my Horſes with two Ser- 
vants to be brought. I mounted and re- 
n | | turn'd 
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I turn'd back to. . From whence Tagain | 


at Wl ſet out upon my Search, obſtinate to find 
of WW what ſeem'd ſo difficult. We took different 
he MW Roads; and not to tire your Patience, 

ſought almoſt over the whole Country be- 


fore my Curioſity, was gratify d. At length 
twas my own good Fortune to recover the 
Houſe. I knock*d, but there was no bo- 
dy to open, the Shutters were cloſe, and 
not the leaſt ſign of any living Creature; 1 
compaſs'd the Houſe, and coming to the 
Carden-Gate, found the Windows ef the 
Trillo cloſe ; I knockꝰd, but with no better 
ſuccels. I try'd all the Lanes near the 
Houſe ; one led me to a ſmall Village a- 
bout a quarter of a Mile diſtance, where 
my Curioſity was referr'd to a little Ale- 
Houſe on the right hand, near where Mr. 


It e had lived. I was not long in finding 
er, Mit; I alighted and went to examine my 
by Landlady; but alas! from her Tgain'd but 
ta e Confirmation of that Misfortune, which 


before too, juſtly fear'd. She told me they 
eee gone away, (the Day of their remo- 
ral I found to be the next but one of my 
Adventure) but where ſhe cou'd not tell; 
the whole Furniture..of the Houſe being 
arried thence, it was not likely that they 
propos'd to return. I ask'd her, if ſhe had 
ver ſeen Mr. King? She told me, often, 
and drew a Perſon I cou'd no way i 
| en 
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—_ * Then her Husband was call'd to help out 
his Wife's ill Painting; their Deſcriptions 
„ ' were not the ſame in any one Feature; 
2 next the Son and Daughter came under Ex 
mination; but not any of em agreed ſo 
uch as in the colour of Mr. Rings Perti. 
wig ; unleſs it were in that one Article, 
t neither he nor his Lady, in all the 
time they had liv d there, were ever known 
to go to Church; that they were ven 
proud Folk, for they wou'd not- be ac 
quainted with àny of their Neighbou 
and carried their Heads very high, for al 
he was but a Mr. Tho' belike a Servant i 
a Livery calling to drink one day at the 
Houſe, and ſeeing Mr. King paſs by in 
Chaiſe, ſaid he was a Lord! my Lord, m 
Lord, of the Lord knows what; for the 
had forgot. How could J have curſt the 
happy Stupidity ; what wou'd I not hatt 
given to have had em recal that one little 
act of Memory, that bare Word, that con 
ſequence of my Lord . . . . the Lord know 
what, my Lord, the Lord knows who 
for thus in their proper Dialect did th 
think fit to ſeize me. I learnt from en 
that Mr. King had purchas'd that littk 
Houſe, and now they were departed, ta 
lock'd up without any intention of its be 
ing Let. There's a rare Garden (cries the 
Female Brute) and choice Fruit; I wou 
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out i Roger wou'd let our John try to get over 

on the Garden-Wall and gather Maſter ſome- 

re; clos'd in with the good Woman, and got 


—— 


Er (cave for our John, tho? my buſineſs was 3 
1e have him open the back Gate; Iwan: 
cm ted methought to wander in thoſe Walks a- . * 


one, where I had been once bleſt with my 
cruel . fugitive. I cou'd have out rav'd 
0100ndates, out-talkd all the Heroes of an- 
tiquity, in complaining on my more abdu- 
ate Statira, To be ſhort, our John ſuc- 
eded beyond Imagination, for whether 
uthro' chance or forgetfulneſs, the Key was 
et on the inſide the Door. When faw it 

pen to me, T thought my ſelf as happy as 
were entring Paradiſe. But alas] that 
oy was but of ſmall Duration; I found 
here no footſteps of my lovely Charmer, 
r a likelihood of her return; for all the 
ie Pots and Greens were gone, the Gar- 
a in great diforder and an apparent neg- 
it of every thing. I aſcended the Terraſs, 
ing John to the Fruit, and went to fit 
de down on a Seat rais'd with Turk, and 
ver'd with Camomile, at the extremity =. 
the Walk, in that very place where once 
lad reſted with my Charmer. I threw 
ſelf like a fond amofous Fool, at my 
igth upon, the Seat; I kiſs'd, I talk'd to 
Wochappy inſenſible Vegetables, as if they 
ud have given me an account of my loſs; 

| | At 
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At length og a little cooler, I gaye 

my Thoughts and Eyes leave to conſider 

upon a piece of Camomile, of about a Foot 

ſquare, cut and cemented again. I took 
a Pen-knite from my Errey, and parting 
the Earth, follow'd the impreſſion that had 
been made before ; and quickly found it 
but a cover to a Hole that had been digg 
there. I continu'd to remove the Earth; 
till I diſcover'd and with little labour, took 
upa ſmall Indian Trunk; by the light 
neſs I gueſsꝰd there cou'd be nothing of va. 
lue in it; I weigh'd long within my {lf 
whether I ſhou'd open it? Icou'd not ea 
ſily / being fo ſelf. intereſted) determine 
whether it was a baſe Action or not. - At 
length, all tranſported with Curiolity, | 
found a mean, by the help-of ſome of my 
Tools, to force the Lock; there was no. 
thing in it but Papers ; but what, thin 
you, were thoſe Papers? Why indeed hap 
py Mr. King's Love-Letters, and her An 
{wers; there was neither Name or Addrel 
to any of them; they ſeem'd as if the 
had all came inclos'd, ſo · that my Curioſ 
ty was as much at a loſs as before. How 
ever, I reſoly'd upon that piece of Reveng 
to bear em away with me; I ſoon empty 
the Trunk, and return'd that to its Repo. 
ſitory, cover'd it with Earth as before, and 


fix d upon it the Camomile piece of Eatti 
| | 4 R 43 
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gave as 1 firſt found it. Away I carry'd my 
Ader Treaſure Trouve. Diſcharging our * 
Foot I and his Mother, I took two or three 
took peaches and Necterins, mounted my Horſe, 
rting WF and got me into the Road for London; bfit 
t hadi my Curioſity gave me no intermiſſion till I 
und it ¶ had ſtruck into a ſhady place, where alight- 
ligg ding, I took out my fatal Cargo, and fell to 
aarth;, WY reading thoſe mortifying, tranſporting Pa- 
took ders. How did I envy the happy Fortune 
of that bleſt unknown Mr. Ning! Oh, 
what tender unimaginable Softneſſes were 
there in ſher Letters ! the very Soul of 
Love, as if the God had took up his Reſi- 
dence in her Heart, and from thence in- 
ſpir d thoſe inimitable Lines. I ſhall not 
in the leaſt ſpeak maliciouſly, when I tell 
you, that my Rivals were much inferiour ; 
methought Fas was a poorneſs of Stile, 2 
meanneſs of Expreſſion, a ſtudied Paſſion 
in his; whilſt hers were full of laxurant 
Nature, rich in Love and Beauty. Iread 
ſo long, till T almoſt loſt the ſmall remain- 
der of my Senſes, which had never been 
very perfect, ſince I had firſt ſeen Mrs. 
Ning. What ſhall I fay ? Thus have J re- 
main'd, and am likely to do till I retrieve 
that adorable Wanderer. There is nothing, 
no means uneſſay'd by me to recover her, I 
have Emiſſaries in every part of London and 
near it, to bring me the Deſcription of — 
thnñat 
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that are reputed Strangers; I cou'd laviſh 
with Joy my whole Eſtate upon the Search, 
had I but a Certainty at laſt of ſucceed. 
ing ----- Oh forgive me for thus long bur. 
thening you with my Misfortunes : I write 
for Eaſe and Conſolation ; there's not ano. 

ther Friend upon Earth who ſhou'd ſhare 
this Secret with me; not that I conceive 
my ſelf bound by any Promiſe of mine to 
Mrs. Xing, ſince ſhe ſo ingratefully refusd 
to confide in me; but Love and Reſped 
makes me wiſh her Fault may for ever bet 
Secret to the World. Wrong not the 
Confidence { Iconjure you) that I have in 
your Vertue and Silence ; keep it inviola: 
able, preſerve it as ygu wou'd the Heart of 

our happieſt Lover : So may you never 

now the anguiſh of a Diſappointment; 
never feel the Pangs with which charming 
Mrs. King's unalterable Adorer exerts 


himſelf, Madam, 


Tour moſt obedient, 
moſt humble, and moſ 


devoted Servant, 


L E T. 


7 


T- 


F I 


Court Intriegues. 


* 


LETTER XXV. 


EL A! my pauvre Sifter, ſaw you 
| but the Aufterities of Verſailles and 
t. Germains, you would no — be of 
pinion, that the Court of England, was 
binferior to em in Splendor and Delights. 
look upon my ſelf no better than a ba- 
iſl'd Man, and one grown old in Exile 
om his Native Country, his Friends, and 
Family. *Tis true, my Duty obliges me 
0 be here; but alas / how ſevere a Pleaſure 
that reckon'd, with what I can (now 
ut barely) reflect on? Ev'n thou, my 
ter, art little better than a Name to me. 
ft thee ſo young, that tis impoſſible to 
we any Idea of thee; not but Nature, or 
Impulſe, or what you pleaſe, gives me an 
ou pgs; for a Perſon T am 
molly a ftranger to; ſince, my Dear, you 
an 5 Logs Segrenrd to be this beautiful 
ttle Creature of four Years old, whoſe I- 
age, with all her pretty Prattle, I {till 
tain ; yes, I ſay, thou art now another 
e: Thy Perſon and Underſtanding at 
sgrowth, and I do not queſtion but that 
ey equally deſerve our Admiration: The 
t Ican read in thy inimitable Letters: 
terctore wanting the beautiful mg” 
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you do in receiving mine, is in conſidering 


tendereſt Things in a little room; can an 


Lam afraid you ſhew your ſelf little bette 


tries, and that; whilſt there he Women 
tliey will have Curioſities ! What is th. 
News of our World to yours ? Would yo 


have me write Novels inſtead of Letters 
I am told in your laſt, that the firſt thin 


the quantity, from thence to ſet: a Priceo 
Value upon the whole; ah, my dear Siſte 
Truth and Kindneſs are not always th 
moſt Voluminous! We may ſay the deareſ 


thing be more expreſſive than theſe words 
I love? All other: Terms of Paſſion areb 
derived from thence, and yet how litt 
Paper to they imploy? »Tis not then tl 
Friendſhip in mine that you regard, tist 
News it affords ; and in this, my dear Siſte 
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than a plain Goſſip; but becauſe I'm not 
well enough acquainted with you to chide, 
o ſhall be a happineſs to me, that any 
way I can make a baniſh'd Brothers Re- 
membrance acceptable to you. 


t has an Air of nothing but Devotion; 
'Tis no longer there that Gallantry appears 
harefaced. ; Lewis XIV. ſeems to have out- 
lid himſelf; and the gay Cuſtoms of the 
former part of his Reign; That univerſal 
Spirit of Love and Pleaſure, (that ſway'd 
erery Heart with abſolute Power) is now 


ſolved, where Love was permitted to ſhew 
t ſelf without Diſguiſe ! Then without 
wonder, two Lovers (inſpired by the ſame 
delire) might enjoy their mutual Pleaſures, 
br Scandal was loſt where all were guilty ! 
Non could the well-manner*d Perſons of 
eicher Sex, make their Court more adroitly 
to their Monarch, than by ſorting them- 


b diſmal a Change? Is it becauſe his Age 
las varied the Seaſon? Be it ſo, but ?tis 
not generous to forbid Love to others, be- 
Cauſe he has out- liv'd the force of it himſelf; 
an any thing be more envious ? Were it 
n his Power, I believe the whole World 
Ihould be of one Age and Taſte, and not a 
Mortal appear at Court under Sixty odd : 


But to begin with the Court at Verſa letz 


o more! Thoſe noble Aſſemblies are diſ- 


ſelves to his Inclination! Whence proceeds 


Then 


. 
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to paſs, that he ſhould have. Remorſe 


He hunts with Pleaſure the unwearie 


Then Beads and Reliques might be in ſe 
ſon, .tho? nothing elſe is now to be ſee 
there, with dull ſeemingly-Religious Faces 
Nor. Diſcourſes to be heard but of Sun 
Days, and their Vigils; Hypocriſy has dif 
poſſeſs'd Love from its lawful and beaut 
ful Throne, and like moſt abſolute uſur; 
ing Tyranny, reigns ene and notwit 
out pain reduces his Subjects to ſubmit t 
its unbounded Power. Oh! were it po 
ſible to look into the King's Breaſt, to ſe 
if his Devotion be true, and how it come 


no other Sin but that, which he is no loi 
er in danger of committing. [Love] wi 
perhaps has been the leaſt Criminal of 
his Actions? How is it he ſtill remains u 
wearied with Perſecution ; and Pow 
that he knows not how to permit any oth 
Monarch in Europe to be at eaſe, unle 
they be in effect his Creatures? Can this 
real Piety ? Can this be true Devotion! 0 
no ! Religion is always equal and conliſtet 
in all things, and no more indulges 
wich, than againſt, Inclinations. His) 
ces then have only ſhifted the ſcene, 


Tired with Love and ſurfeited with Jo: 
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Round of Ambition; Ambition which b 
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this of admirable in it, is, that ſtill as one 
Hope is defeated, tis recruited with ano-— 
ther; and of all the Paſſions tis the lateſt 
coy'd. Ambition, that exorbitant Deſire! 
which is never ſufficiently gratify'd, but 
fill encreaſes with Poſſeſſion, and which 
has ſo entirely filPd the Soul of Lewis XIV. 
that all his Actions are ſubſervient to it. 
Hence it is that with ſuch an auſtere Air he 
aſſumes Devotion, as an unqueſtion'd Veil 
to all his Tyranny; nay, tis ſo ſeverely 
practis'd, that a poor young Lady, if ſhe 
de but ſuſpected to have a Lover, has a 
Letter of Lachet ſent her to withdraw, as 
of Libertine an Ornament for a Holy 
Tourt. | 
Theſe Severities (my dear Siſter) paſs 
not without Complaint among thoſe Per- M 
ſons, whom Jouth and Beauty, have fitted E 
brother Diverſions. The Ladies (I believe) _— 
would not he difpleasd to ſee a younger 
Prince upon the Throne, who has three 
Sons, all diſpoſed to gay and ſofter Incli- 
ttions; ſo that we may juſtly ſay, The 
Vile Nation groans under Lewis's Tyran- 
SWI! And that if he. oppreſſes the Men 
with J axes , Perſecution, and War, he no 
leſs conſtrains the Women by Devotion, I 
„ vas fitting at my eaſe behind a Fountain 
nn the Garden at Verſailles, the other E- 
x vening when two * Ladies came to 
* 12 Ls 
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* Fepoſe themſelves near me; I was hid 
from em by a Myrtle-hedge ; thus they 
diſcours'd, Ah, ma belle Comteſs, ( Crys one 
of em) of what value is Youth and Beau: 
ty in ſuch a Court as this? We either are 
not admired, or they muſt not diſcover it 
to us, that we are. Will not old Age, or 
ill Faces ſerve well enough to follow the 
old inſenſible Monarch to Marli, or Ma. 
dam Maintenon to St. Cyr ? Thank God! 
do not want Devotion, but I would not 
altogether forget I am young, and ſurely 
born to taſte other Joys than what ariſe 
from Cant and Prayer ; nay, they teach 
dur very Husbands to believe that the De 
lights of Marriage ſhould have ſomething 

ſevere in em, and that Exceſs in all thin 
but Religion) is to be condemn'd. But 
their Opinions I could eaſier forgive, than 
thoſe Severities, that forbid to us the inno- 
cent Pleaſure of Admiration, which let 2 
Woman be never ſo honeſt , ſhe cannot 
mils without Inquietudes. Oh, the fatis- 
faction of ſeeing one's ſelf admired by 1 
Crowd of Adorers , all eager to oblige, 
watching every Glance; Catching at every 
turn of my Eyes or graceful Nod; Pret- 
ling to do me ſervice ; praiſing, as I pals, 
my Face, my Shape, my Manner: This 
Air all languiſhing, the next moment more 
gay, all pleaſing. Let me tell you, ti 
hs S 
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inſufferable Tyranny , inverting the Or- 
der of Nature, a Tax upon 'our Youth 
and Beauty ſo exorbitant, that Age and 
Uglineſs is of as great an uſe and value; 
and we might have as well been born old, 
a live young to ſo little purpoſe as we do. 
I may venture (my dear Siſter) to affirm, 
that in this Lady's, I ſend you the general 
Opinion, and preſent State of the Femi- 
nine Court; ſe then if it can poſſibly 


afford thoſe ſort of Adventures which you 


lo paſſionately beg to hear. I ſuppoſe tis 


otherwiſe with you, the Sun ſeems to riſe 


on the Succeſſes of that Court, as it is 


declining or ſetting here; all things appear 
to us like faded Glories, We droop, We 


languiſh, as Perſons without Hope. We 
fear all Accidents ſince none of late have 
happend to our Advantage. My dear 
diſter, adieu, and believe I paſſionately 
love and Embrace you once more. Adieu, 
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LETTER XXVI. 
1 Imagine (my dear Siſter) that you 


who are ſo full of Curioſity, cannot but 


ave read ſome of the many Memoirs that 


have been tranflated, and printed in Ez. 
gliſb, concerning Madam de Monteſpan, 2 
former and beautiful Miſtreſs of Lemis XIV. 
You muſt therein have found, how he 
took her from her Husband (the late Mar- 
uiſs de Monteſpan) who retired extreamly 
diſſatisfied from Court, at the Prerogatie 
his Royal Maſter ufurp'd, of taking from 
Husbands their Wives, whenever they ap 
pear'd Charming to him. Madam « 
Foitage ſucceeded her in the King's Fa- 
vour ; for (alas!) what Love is there that 
remains always the ſame ? What Ardours 
are there which Time does not abate ! 
What Enjoyment that long, deſerves to be 
called fuch 2 What Tranſports that do not 
ON ev'n before the Beauty that inſpires 
'em ? | 
Madam Monteſpan, who had never any 
great Paſſion for the Perſon of the King, 
law his Change with leſs concern than any 
other wou'd have done, and endeavour'd 


to comfort her {elf for his Loſs, in the 
: Arms 
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Arms of a Thouſand others: In ſhort, ſhe 
has made her ſelf ſo great a Slave to Sen- 
ſual Love; enriching Worthleſs People to 
her own Ruin, that we ſee her at this day 
the moſt deſpisꝰd, from the moſt admir*d of 
her Age. And whereas another,in loſing the 
Logs Affections (for the Honour of thoſe 
Children ſhe has had by him ) wou'd have 
endeavourꝰd toretrieve her Reputation, and 
improv*d the great Eſtate the King's laviſh 
Love had beſtow'd upon her; She has run 
counter to all diſcretion, and very often 
ſeen her ſelf, without a Jewel, the ſmall- 
eſt piece of Plate, or perhaps one Piſtole. 


nh Undone between Cards and Lovers, ſhe has 
we ſcarce left her ſelf a bare Subſiſtence; and 
m had not the King wiſely foreſeen the Pro- 


digality of her Temper, and ſettled eigh- 
1 teen Thouſand Crowns a Year to be — 
. her Weekly; T dare affirm, that long ere 
this ſhe had not had wherewith to Eat; 
but nothing made her ſc deſpicable, as her 
2 WM calling that ugly fellow. ( but excellent Co- 
de median) Labrunne from the Stage to her 
Service and Bed; where, as Gentlemen of 
the Horſe, he ruPd both his Lady and Fa- 
mily for ſome Vears, till being detected as 
a Traytor, the King ſent him to languiſh 
„ out the remainder of his Life at Pigneyol, 
Madam Mozteſpan, who had none of thoſe 
Romantick Weakneſs, calPd Conſtancy, 
DUELIBTS -- > V3 4-187 OR 
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ſoon found where with to comfort her for the 


Comedian's abſence; for many Fellows 
more worthleſs (if poſſible) ſoon ſucceeded 
to her Favour, in their Turns; among 
whom, the fame Folly purſuing her to her 
Old Age, ſhe receiv'd one who had, tis 
true, been handſome in the Eye of the 
whole Town; but fo long ſince, that every 


body had forgot it but himſelf ; he ſtill re- 
tain'd the Name, and was vulgarly called 


Handſom du Prez, ; tho' he wou'd admit of 
no other Title but Monſieur le Comte du Prez, 
Count of the Sacred Roman Empire; and in 
ſpight of what the Heraulds cou'd do, he 


| ſave the Romans Eagles, and bore em upon 
1 


is Equipage, &c. They at firſt laughed 
at, and afterwards {lighted him as a Mad- 


man, and fo left him to his 10 Grau. 


dure. His Oeconomy, as to his Affairs, 
can have no better a Parallel than his Cou- 
rage; for if one was little, t'other was 
leſs, and he was no better than a Beggar, 
when he apply'd himſelf in his Addreſs to 
Madam Munteſpan: Her Lord had been 
dead about fix Months, when ſhe marry'd 
this Imaginary Count; and I have heard 
ſeveral ſay, that ſhe wanted but this laſt 
Act of Indiſcretion, or rather Height of 
Folly, to crown or cloſe her foregoing Like, 
and to make her deſcend to = Graye, 
as ſhe had liv'd, the. moſt deſervedly 
EE... | . deſpisd 
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{fpisd and ſcorn'd of any Waman living, 
» 


From ſo old, ſo fantaſtical, and fo i 

jet well-pair'd a Couple, what cou'd be ex- 
nected but a new Scene of Follies? They 
were the Theme for Laughter of the whole 
Kingdom, and wou'd have ſtill better di- 
rerted, had they not bin fo far deſpis'd, 
to be neglected, and many of their Fol- 
les ſafe 8 repeated as too worth- 
ks for Converſation. This ridiculous 
Carb, extravagant Equipage, and great 
Expence ; with his Parade through Paris, 
in Diamond Buttons, and other fantaſti- 
cal Calls to the Multitude, were the com- 


mon Theme amongſt the Vulgar: For Peo- 


ple of Condition had left to ſpeak of 'em; 
5 thus ſafely might he have flouriſh'd, if 


e had not jayn'd Izgratitude to the reſt of 


his Moral- Virtues, and ill us'd that Lady 
rom whenee he drew his ſupport. She 
had call d to her Family a Grand- daughter 
of hers, nam'd Madam Briancon; a Lady, 
full of Youth and Fire, with more Beauty 
tian Diſcretion ; She was parted from her 
Husband for her Criminal Conduct, or at 
leaſt the Appearance of it. Madam Mon- 
% an receiv'd her with open Arms; and 
5 the is paſſionately fond of new Favou- 
tes, of what Sex ſoever, nothing was 
well done but what Madam Briancon or- 
gerd. The Old Amorous Count of the 

Sacred 
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Sacred Empire was ſoon cloy'd with his 
Bride's antiquated Charms ; nay, if yoy 
will believe Scandal, ſhe was no new thi 
to him, having ſeveral Years before, when 
Du Prez was in his Beauty, receiv'd him 
to her Arms: But however it were, he 
cou'd not every day fee ſo much Youthand 
Agreeableneſs as Madam Briancon was 
Miſtriſs of, without offering her his Heart, 
There is certainly a Lex. Talionis, a Law c 
Retaliation in this World, as well as the 
next; and Madam Monteſpan, who was her 
ſelf conſummate in Ingratitude, and ſcarce 
ever beſtow'd a Favour upon the Deſervim 
now taſted the Return from her own Grand- 
child and Husband. Madam Briancon accep- 
ted his odious Love, becauſe it came wel 
accompany'd with Money, and Preſents 
of whatever he cou'd give her of her 
Grandmother's, that was moſt valuable; 
and ſo often were they in their Amours, 
that the Old Lady quickly complain'd of ? 
being defrauded ; That ſhe had indeed 
bought a Husband, but another had the 
greateſt and beſt Property in him: Her 
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Tongue had ever been too ſhrill and bitter, i © 
not to be a Nuiſance to all that heard it; * 
and if upon her Friends, her Intimates and a 


Servants, where ſhe had no occaſion, the 
us'd loudly to exert her ſecrecy of ſcurrilous 


Railing, what think, you became of her, I © 
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where ſhe was ſo nearly concern'd? She 
tore, ſhe roar'd, and dry and old, as ſhe 
was, ſhe ſqueez'd out briny baleful Tears, 
which like drops from Yew-trees, wou'd 
have ſcalded the moſt Verdant Graſs. But 
this little avaiPd her, the Count's Vanity 
was gratify*d by her violent Paſſions; and 
Madam Briancon, too charming and too 
kind, muſt not be forſaken for her Grand- 
mother. The Fool thought himſelf Young 
gain, tho' it was but an Old Beldame that 
contended for him, and grew nauſeouſly 
fond of his Miſtreſs, and intollerably ſlight- 
ing of his Wife ; the good jealous Marchio- 
neſs, no longer able to endure the daily In- 
ſults of her younger Charms, diſmiſs'd 
Madam Briancon, with a Million of Re- 
proaches; the Conſequence of which was, 
that the Sacred Count took a Houſe for her, 
and furniſhing of it with what was moſt 
precious from the Marchioneſs, he was Ten 
times more there than at home; nay, ſo 
ar he carry'd his Ingratitude, that he 
threatned his Lady with the Loſs of her 
Life, unleſs ſhe wou'd conſent to give him 
all that was in her Power; Turn'd off her 
People, put new Ones about her, who 
were only Spies and Tormenters to her, and 
refusd to bring her what was neceſlary, 
even to Eating and Drinking; that no long- 
er able to endure this Tyranny, ſhe left her 

5 Houſe, 
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Hows, and fled for ſafety to her Sons the 
Duke de Mane. From whence ſhe com- 
plain'd to the Parliament of Paris, which 
takes cogniance of ſuch Affairs; and whilf 
the Proceſs was depending, far beyond her 
Hopes (or Deſerts) it was diſcover'd, that 
the Roman Count was ſome time before his 
Nuptials with Madam Monreſpar, marry' 
to a Woman, who had been impos'd upon 
him ( by a pleaſant Cheat) for a Fortune 
The Tryal before the Council of State was 
very diverting, and his Letters produc 
to his firſt Wiss (whilſt he yet believ'd her 
a great Lady) wherein he ſtil'd her Coun 
tes of the Sacred Empire, with the Depoſ. 
tions of the Prieſt, whom he firſt ask'd 
to marry em; where he gave him an Ac. 
count of the Good Fortune that was hap- 
pening to him, tho” indeed ſhe was not 
handſome; but the more like a Woman of 
Quality. The Caſe was clearly demonſtrs. 
ted, the Marchioneſs was reliev?d from her 
ungrateful Husband, and he adjudg'd to 
his firſt Wife, (whom he had barbaroully 
us'd, and left to ſtarve) and ſentenc'd as 
the Law requires, to undergo the Puniſh: 
ment due to him, who ſhall re-marry du- 
ring the Life of his Wife : But Madam 
Briancon, by her Charms, procur'd him 
the Protection of the Envoy of Savoy, who 
received him into his Houſe ; and ſhortly 
| | two 
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ce i Dein and Nen of the 


sthegeam, who had Baibd him, when he 
om · Wood committed upon the Marchioneſs 
firſt Complaint, got him tlie Royal Par- 
don; not out of Kindneſs or Eſteem for 
him, he was not worth it, but Hatred to 
Madam 1 * ; who, when formerly 
n Power, had made thoſe two mighty 
Men her Enemies: Therefore let none 
think to confer Injuries unforgotten, or 
uareveng'd, ſince there are none, how deſ- 
picable ſoever, but in the Turn of a Life, 
have opportunity to return the miſ- 
chief. 

Thus, my dear Siſter, I have in ſhort 
gv n you the Detail of Madam Monteſpan's 
Adventure; while yet Da Prez's firſt Mar- 
nage was undiſcover'd, he carry'd it with 
the utmoſt Inſolence againſt the Marchioneſs, 
and in all Companies ridicuPd her, and 
her Old fond Amours, to all the height 
maginable, wrote (or procur'd to be wrote) 
Numbers of the moſt ſcandalous Verſes, 
or Ballads, that ever your Grub. ſtreet afford- 
ed; and theſe he diſpersd with his own 
hand to all Comers, and in all publick 
Places. Tho? all condemn'd her for her ill 
Lite and Marriage, yet none took part with 
lim, unleſs it were ſome, whoſe Contempt 
of her, ſurmounted their Contempt of 


him. 
Ma- 
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Madam Briancon flouriſhes with th 
Addreſs of the Exvoy, at whoſe Houſe ſhy 
is feen too often; hot but her Beauty hy 
attracted another Lover, and her kind Na 
ture receiv'd him into the Number of th 
Happy, and ſurely he deſerves the Goo 
Fortune of a Virgin-heart, and one whi 
{hall figh for him alone. Tis the Young 

Count of C new return'd from Tn 
| vel; and who, to all his other Accompli 
ments, has this not inconſiderable One, d 
near Fourſcore Thouſand Crowns Annul 
Rent. 5 | 
Will not this long Letter, and of Adve 
tures too, oblige my dear Siſter certainly tt 
conclude, that ſhe may Commandall thing 
within the Power of her paſſionately Ten 
der, 70d moſt affectionate Brother and der 
vant! 
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oY LETTER XXVII. 

. ih i S very true, Madam, your Lady- 
wh ſhip's Memory is moſt exact; but 
vou think you lay. too great a ſtreſs upon Ac- 


Wcident, for I can term it no other, and you 


Wknowledge to an Old poor Woman, in a 
dirty Chimney-corner, becauſe ſhe hapend 
to tell the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, that 
\ dyenMonce in two Years he ſhou'd narrowly eſ- 
cape Death, if he did eſcape it. Having 
: near Relation to Colonel Nagent, who 
vas Gentleman of the Horſe to His High- 
neſs, I often had the Honour of Conver- 
ling with the Prince, and am glad *tis in 
my Power to oblige you with ſome Me- 
moirs of the Life of that brave Man; he 
was ſecond Son to the Younger Houſe of 
Heſſe (call'd) Darmſtadt (to diſtinguiſh it 
from Heſſe Caftle the Elder); his Name 
was George, and, according to the Cuſtom 
of the Younger Princes of Germany, he 
was made a Soldier of Fortune; he had 
diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in ſeveral Campaigns, 
and particularly in the 1riþ War, where 
King William gave him a Regiment, and 
favour'd our Hero with his Eſteem. After 
bis Return to Germany, the King of = 
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muſt certainly be miſtaken, in giving fore- 
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Queen's Intereſt procur'd him the Viceroy: 


Harcelonia with extreame Splendor. When 


did all that a cunning Politician bou'd to 
draw him into the French Intereſt; but witi 


Romans careſs'd, and beſtow'd omhim the 
Honour of his Friendſhip. The Queen of 
Spain was then Contracted, and Wedded 
by Proxy to Charles of Spain; ſhe wa 
near related to our Prince: And when the 
King of the Romans ſent him to her Fr 
ther's Court, to have the Honour of at: 
tending her to her Husband ( at that time 
the Prince of Heſſe was very handſom) an 
tho? afterwards, at the Age of Two and 
Thirty Years, when we ſaw him in Englan 
he appear'd to us like a Man of For, 
Weather-beaten and fatigu'd, yet was hs 
well made, of a good Mien and Height; 
his Eyes black, and unuſually . ſweet ; thi 
Goodneſs of his Temper was viſible in his 
Countenance, he had a large Soul; gene. 
rous to Profuſeneſs; believ'd well of all he 
convers'd with; and wou'd be but with Pain 
undeceiv'd, when he found that they an 
ſwer'd not the Opinion he had of em. The 


ſhip of Catalonia, and he held his Court at 


the King's Death, and the Turn of Affait 
call'd him to Court, Cardinal Pgrtocarer 


a Faith unſhaken to the Houſe of Auſtris 
he rather choſe to reſign his Goverment, 
and return to Germany. 9 

| | 1 
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On his Highneſs's Arrival in Spain with 
he new Queen, he found at Court, the 
rinceſs Dowager of 3 ſhe wis a 
oung Widow, extreamly charming, 
Md as ſenſible of the Pains of Love as of 
iving them. She could not fee the grace - 
| Perſon of the Prince, which. vifibly 
onfeſs'd the Hero, and obſerve the good 
Ualities ef his Mind by Converſation, 
rithout ſome ſecret Withes, that ſhe 
night not be indiffereut to him; nor 
ould the Prince behold fo uncommon 4a 
eauty, without ardent Deſires, that ſhe 
vuld look on him with a favourable Eye. 
Where was ſuch a Sympathy betwixt the 
ret Tempers of the Queen and this 
inceſs, that on the death of the King 
e retir'd to Toledo with her Majeſty, 
he Prince as firm as his Deſires were, 
id as much as he ask'd the Love of the 
nncels, made Love give way to Buſi- 
ts and Ambition, went to his Govern- 
ent without informing the Princeſs with 
$Paſhon, fearing the Declaration would 
lige a conger attendance than his Affairs, 
the Service of the King would permit: 
Ind on the Death of-Char/es the Second, 
was forced to repair to Madrid, in or- 
er to quit a Command he could not pre- 
ye without a breach of that Honour he 


ons profeſs d; but before he left Spain, 
Ne went to take his Leave of the Queen, 
K with 


— 4 % 4 labs £ 8 


Court Intrigues, 


with this ſatisfaction that he ſhould ther 


ſee the charming Object of his Deſire 


And tho he could hope little from th 


ſhort Time of his ſtay, yet the Pleaſure 
ſeeing her, would not permit him to this 
of the Pain it might coſt him. He h 
often told me in Confidence, that t 
moſt glorious Evening of his Life was thy 
when he went to take his leave of d 
Princeſs at Toledo, wherethe Cardinal 
order d. the Queen to retire. After t 
uſual Compliments, he told her Majel 
the Buſineſs of his Audience was to n 
ceive her Commands for Germany : Th 
Princeſs waited his return from the Quer 
and gave occaſion for a Paſſion as agree 
ble as tormenting ; but before he retire 
ſhe deſired his Company to her Cloſet, f 
ſhe had ſome Buſineſs with him whit 
ought to be private: He gave her! 
Hand to conduct her, and found her 
an unuſual. Trembling and © Diſorde 
When ſhe was ſeated, and had paus 
ſome Moments, with an enchanting Blul 
which cover'd her beauteous Face wil 
Vermillion, ſhe caſt her languiſhing u 
ſparkling Eyes upon him, and thus ſwes 
ly enquir'd, My Lord, have not Womes 
2 high Quality as mine, do you think, ſi 
Prerogative above other Women, or elſe u 
does Title ſignify ? But alas ! we haut 
Jame Weakneſſes with the reſt of our Sex, 
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ble of the ſame Paſſions, can hate as cru- 
ſy, and love as violentiy, but with this 
Wiference, that we are ſeldom belov'd ; at 
aft the firſt time we are ſure to be made Vie 
im, to our Quality; and the Civil Laws of 
pain oblige Widows of my Rant to retire to 
Monaſtery. What hope is there then for 


it t 
oſt e? What Expectation ſhoald the God 
of Love, or the bright Queen his Mother, 


ouch my Heart with that Paſſion, as to thoſe 
harming ſoftneſſes they ſo well know. how to, 
wſpire ? And yet it is too true, that I un- 
hr 4d but too well the Laws of Tenderneſs. 
nin pain; I almoſt love; but know not 
ow to aſſure my ſelf of being below d. That 
lone reſtrains me from going into thoſe 
ſiehts, which Love requires from us —— 
adies of your beautious Form (anſwer'd the 
riace) (without the advantage of great Ti- 
les) are ſare to have all the Returns, that 
0 great a Bleſſing as being belov d by you can 
ee'ly deſerde. But bow (laid the Princeſs) 
Iſbould caſt mine on a Heart already en- 
ud? Maſt I either make a Traytor, or be 
happy my ſelf ? I may boldly [ay (return'd 
ie Prince) that before your Highneſs all 
beauties are forgotten; nay, the very Memory 
5 aefaced of all preceding Tenderneſſes : And 
f we have not beex inſenſible before, it is only 
0 ſhom the mighty difference betwixt thoſe 
angors another can inſpire, and thoſe Paſ» 
Jour Hig hneſ. In then ander ſtood 
K 2 by 
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by you, my Lord, (Replied the Princeſ 
haſtily) this moment retire from me, of 
ſhall ſink with Confuſion. But go no fart 

than Madrid; take care not to leave 
Ningdom, till 1 have determin'd what to 6 
with you. ; 

Whether his Highneſs obey'd, I dur 
not ſo nicely enquire ; but J think fron 
that time he became faithleſs to the Duke 
a Albuquerque's Daughter. He ſhewt 
me the Princeſs's Picture done upon Ve 
lum, which he alwas carried about him 
without either Caſe or Frame, in h 
Pocket-book. Her Hair ways flaxen, he 
Eyes black, and full of the natural Sweet 
neſs uſual to that Colour. He had it be 
ſides in Great hung up 1n his Cloſet, and 
when the Prince would indulge himſel 

it was in writing Letters to her of a pn 
digious length; I cannot ſay fine, forth 
ſeem'd to want it; there were Attemp 
of Paſſion in them, but nothing anſwer 
nble to thoſe of the Princeſs ; whud 
made me conclude hers truly the effelt 
Love, his only of Gratitude. In the free 
dom I had with his Highneſs, I fount 
means unknown to him, to Copy four 
her Letters, which I ſend you, Tar yo 
may judge how Nature would act in L 
dies, did not Cuſtom reftrain them. Bu 
I dare not aſſure you that they do 80 


ſuffer extremely in the Tranſlation In = 
. 1 


— 
= — * 4 
* ="Y 
> + * - 
% j * 
» « * 
: 


Originals they have much more Softneſs, 
and yet more Force and Fire ; yet ſuch 
25 have made them, I preſent to you. 
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be P rinceſs Letters to. 
the Prince of Heſſe Darm- 
ſtadt. 


L E T TE R xxVII. 


H E Queen and Court wait for my. 
Preſence, but Love (ever uppermoſt 
in my ſoft Soul) will be hearten'd to, though 
Affairs of the greateſi moment were forced to 
be at 4 ſtand, and wait till you are diſpatch'd, 
hear you are preparing to leave Spain; had 
our Soul loud with that Ardour it oupht, 
this Separation had not been. Love, inge- 
nous to its own ſatisfaction, would have pre. 
vented its own Misfortunes, Had it been 
my Province, I could have found out 4 thou- 
and ways to have prevented this Evil, Tou 
(ſtupid as you are) fear to advance one ſtep 
but by Rule. nom you not that after my 4 
onfeſing Love, I had no more to do? The 7 
,v, yours, What Courage is this, when 
2.1” only dare to wiſh, and are afraid of ait- 
K 3 ins ? 
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ing? What a Soul ie that, who declines his 
Fortune, when with ſwelling Sails, and ofe 
perous Gales, "tis more than offer d to 11 
Do you imagine that every day will preſen 
you a Heart like mine? Go, by this Colaneſ 
you are unworthy of what I would have don 
for you, Did I not bid you boldly. ach —— 
What {ould not that have taught you ? Whi 
Explanation had that but my ſelf ? No Ref, 
uo Sleep ſhould baue been yours, till atm 
Feet you had thank'd me, for a Favour ſo in. 
eſtimable, How am I thus, by a ſoft reſent 
ment, betray'd to make Reproaches foreign to 
the Manners and Charatter of 4 Woman, 
Honour? Tet ſarely if ever they are to be paſs 
over, tis in favour of a Lover belov d. Cont 
to me to Morrow, but write to me to Night; 
and write your true Thoughts ; mine are, nu. 
withſtanding this petty Anger, all your, 
Adieu. BOY 


Jon beg me to think of you ſome times, | 
every Night ſee you in my Dreams, judge thin 
whether it is in my power not to think of qu 
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L E T TE R XXIX. 
Hoe ver would have told me that Icoula 
have felt in favour of am Perſon 
living, what I feel for you, I ſhould have an- 
[wer'd, "Twas impaſſible. Write to me by this 
Courier, but write as ] do to you, ſincerely ; 
nithout Art, or without deſign, but of plea- 
ug: And if any part of that dangerous Poi- 
ſon has touch'd your Heart, with which mine 
is fila ; if you can in the leaſt feel any Stings 
of that Tenderneſs, with which mine abounds, 


I ſhall quickly ſhew, that Fortune had not for- 
got Jou, when ſhe made Me Tours. | 


— _— — —— 


LET TE R XXX. 


D R Letter was my Beafellow laſt 
Night; I laid it upon my Breaſt, where 
my Heart, beat it Thouſand welcomes : Tell me 
what Almighty Power is there in liking, how 
can it be in Nature, that I have inſenjibly 
paſs'd the Addreſſes of all the Great Men of 
my own Country, yet am wounded by a Stran- 
T: ger, without your ever deſigning it? Not one 
Advance on your ſide, to excuſe that in me, 
which you may cruelly call Levity, whilſt I feet 
K 4 aud 
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and know tis Fate, *tis irreſiſtible; tis wha 
T cannot conquer, and _ —_ Beware 
of ſacrificing me to your ha tſtreſs ; ] 
8 her 2 you 22 122 7 Ples 
ſure in it, and I would ingroſs all yours, To 
deny to return my Letters, and plead Diſcre- 
tion 3 'twould have been a better Argument, 
f you had ſaid, you lov'd and could not reſtore 
em; how pleas'd ſhould ] be if I thought you 
true, when you write me, that you behold n 
Rival with much more Indifferency, ſince J 
have honoured you with my Concern. But | 
fogot you are eternally engaged, and I do Ill n 
thru 15 rudely between two Hearts, where Love 
intends an Union; nay, perhaps I am imper- 
tinent in writing tedious Letters to a Man 
in Buſineſs, wheſs Soul is filled with ſomething 
leſs ſoft than Love; or if filled, "tis foranother, 
and not for me. Do not enquire too niceh 
what a Woman of Honour can mean, by own- 
ing a Paſſion for a Man engag d; I dare mt 
get conſult my own Heart upon the point; al 
IT know is, that my Virtue is what it ought 
to be. I love without other deſign, but of 
making you in love with me; that effected, 
Fate muſt rule our Deſt ivy, and be anſwerable 
for the Event. 
Iwill not be ſo rigid as to impoſe anſwer- 
ing my Letters by every Caurier; your Lei- 
fare, and fofter Moments be for me; take 
my Example, I write unartfulh, without Me. 
thad, or perhaps Coherence; my Thong ht s 14- 
4 8 | taraly 
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n Pen, not poliſhed by Art, nor better d by 

Ia, if in Love any Study be of uſe; there- 

Ples Wore make not a Judgment of my Under ſtand- 

Tos Wing, from the diſguiſe my Paſſion has put it 
in , or if you maſt Fn 1 judge truly that "tis 

thas unfeignealy t 

ully do write. 


4 m When, would repeat 4 thouſand times over, that 
ce I hou are more than dear, more than precious 


ut I Wo me ; the Paper does not bluſh tho I do, but 


uturally {as they ariſe in my Miud) fall from 


ey love, who thus unart- 


Could I be ſure that it were agreeable” to 


Ul to Whit you ſee not, nor that inborn Modeſty ſo 


Love Whird to be diſpens d with, which were you even 
per» ere before me, would make me a very Wo- 
Man rin, and deny all] have this way ſaid to yon, 
bing Wc), that Night J laſt ſaw you in my Cloſet, 
'her, Neben J and my Paſſion both ſtrove to rid our 
els Wives of it, when I was upon the point of lo- 
wn- Wy"; you for ever, without a Sally on my ſide to 
20! ¶vour your Preſamption, and dying at the 


oſs ; yet could I make nothing of it, tho 


wht Wh the kind encouragement of my Eyes you ven- 


1 of ured at what you gueſsd, a pleaſing Riſs; 
Fed, With pleaſure I could have claſp'd you to my 
able Pee, by 4 dear Embrace to have imprinted 


ur cruel parting in your Memory! Tet left 


on almoſt where ] found you, tho ] once had 

Lt ved before you went to tell you inſinuately 

ake pra inarrettly, but ſo as any Man, not ſtu- 

Ve- 4, might have known that *twas you alone 
84d make all my Happineſs, *' 
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LETTER XXXI. 


I E ſo lately ſeen you and my Thoughts 
are ſo fill d with that dear Image, that [ 

can't forbear telling you, though at this di. 

ſtance, that Fancy has brought you near, na, 
ſo ver) near, as to my Boſoms ; \ there this 
Morning I dream'd you were, and the Imagi: 

nation was ſo ſtrong, that ſtarting outs of m 

Sleep I left my Dream imperfect ; my Senſes, 

had their Concern been leſs, had net ſo ſoo 

rousd themſelves to find whether the Objed 

were a real or imaginary Happineſs. And [ 

perhaps had longer ſeen you, nay, I more than 
ſaw you, forgive the Pleaſare T take in mri 
ting freely, and let me inſtruct you in tht 

Laws of Love, which ſay, There can bem 

Indecency in vertuous Love, "tis Generoſity 

"tis Kjnaneſs ; and anleſs you love not mt, 
J can't offend, Be my Letters the £4 
jour Paſſion, if they are acceptable ] muſt t 
ſo, nor think 1 ſhould diflike you for you 
Inconſtancy to another. I ve already told yoh 
you can only offend by Indifferency. Shouls 
not cheriſh that Inconſtancy ? Should I ul 
be proud of the Exchange ? I am, and of 
Kinaneſs, which ] hope real, becauſe J 4 
ſerve it ſhould be ſo. Jou ſeem to, doubt iff 
the continuance of mine, and think it bur 
too fierce to laſt. It would indeed be 1. 
| great 
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reateſt Happineſs for me; for ſure a hopeleſs 
0 P ion, is of all 612 14 * ＋ rc 
fable State. My whole Endeavours ſtrove, 
Reaſon, Pride, Modeſty ; in ſhort, all the 
Powers of hanghty Woman-kind, inflam'd to 
the height with an Opinion of her own Worth, 
wt to have · let you hs when here, the Diſ= 
order you had made; but in vain I would too 


have forbid my ſelf the Eaſe of complaining 


non Paper, but the Rack was too exquiſite ; 
Self-love carried it above all other Conſidera- 
tions, and I guſh'd my Fortune in hopes A 
ſucceeding : How then do you think I ſhould 
nw do leſs, wben I have the pleaſing Proſpect 
of a mutual Paſſion ? Do not beleive me weary 
of the Purſuit, at leaſt till J arrive at that 
charming Intelligence of Heart, which leaves 
us nothing farther to deſire, then indeed, they 
ſay we may be ſuſpected to decline, becauſe 


Humane Nature is in it ſelf reſtleſs, and 


loves alteration : But being yet at a vaſt di. 
ſtance from the Cauſe, alarm not jour ſelf in 
fear of the Effects; eſpecially where there is 
not the leaſt Symptoms of ſuch a Change. 
Therefore if you can love me, boldly lowe me, 
without Fears of my Inconſtancy, or any Diſ- 
ponaency of your own Merit: Talk no more 
at that diſpleafing Diſtance ; let me not find 
you think your ſelf undeſerving of the wor- 


ieſt Heart, for that ſeems a ſecret upbraid- 


ing of my Chaice. If you muſt fear, fear only 
that Fortune may for a long time delay our 
© ata 
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mutual Pleaſure of ſeeing each other; if — 

I am ſo happy, I'll infuſe into your Soul ol 

vaſt 4 Profuſion of Tenderneſs, that your ſel 

ſhall own cauld be only inſpir d by me; then a 

will ſay, your whole Life has paſſed inſpidh 

without the greateſt, moſt tranſporting, and 

moſt valuable Gift of Nature, and no wher: 

to be 2 but in Hearts mutually loving, 

and knowing how to be belowad ; yet il 

granting a mighty difference in the Under, 

ſtanding of the Perſons, the more ſenſible the 

Love; doubtleſs *tis the moſt capable of thoſe 

| Delights, whoſe Deſcription is too big 1 

words, and which only the Lover's Fancy cu 
do juſtice to. | | 


I am ſorry I can give you no more Par- 
ticulars of this Amour, for I durſt not 
preſs the Prince to declare whether he 
were marry'd, or only promis'd. I be- 
lieve the former. However, he did not 
long enjoy her Beauty; but returning to 
Germany, was ſent to treat upon Secrets of 
State with the King of England; whaſe 
Death ſucceeding ſoon after, broke for 
ſome time the Prince of Heſſe's Meaſures; 
ſo. he retir'd to Greenwich, to paſs ove! 
iucognito the Grief he really took for his 
Loſs. *Twas there thar L ff had the 
Honour of his Acquaintance , my ill 
Health obliging me to take the Air, in 


hopes of my Recovery. I had not then 
2 >: 2 ever 
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| ny Couſin Nagent. The Vice-Roys of 
75 Catalonia have it in their Power to create 
hom they pleaſe Noble. The Princehad 
had the Goodneſs to make him a Count, 


both in the Park, and did not fail to con. 
tulate and welcom my Couſin into 
England: T ask'd him who that Foreigner 
was that I ſaw with him? Not imagining 
it to be the Prince, becauſe they had not 
one Attendant; and Nugent wore his Hat, 
and treated him but as his Equal; he in- 
vited me to their little Lodging at. Green- 
wich, which indeed was very ſmall; nor 
had they any more than one Servant that 
par- vaited, without a Livery : I ſpeak moſt 
- not of the Modern Languages, and the Prince 
- he did me the Honour to be pleas d with 
de. my Converſation; nay, ſo far as to diſ- 
cover himſelf to me, and I perſuaded him 

back to Court, to apply himſelf to the 
Miniſters, who probably would purſue 
the Method the King had before his Death 
reſolv'd upon, for the next Campaign; 
the Queen graciouſly receiv'd him, and in 
conſultation with Count Wrati/aw,the Em- 
peror's Envoy, it was reſolv d according to 
King William's Intenſions, that the Prince 
of Heſſe ſhould be ſent to Portugal, to en- 
deavour to draw that King from his Neu- 
trality into the Alliance. Before things 


could 


during his Reſidence in Spain. I met em 


wer ſeen his Highneſs, nor in ſome years 
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could be fix d for his Departure, the Prince 
met with ſeveral Interruptions, travers d 
by the Penſioners of France; for there are 
but few Negotations ſecret in the Court 
of England; the Deldys were ſo uneaſy, 
that it put him upon a ſuperſtitious piece 
of Weakneſs (and which indeed was his 
blind ſide) of hearing what Aſtrologers and 
Fortune-tellers would tell him. Nageat had 
procur d him ſeveral, among which one 
ignorant dirty Creature in Whzte-friers, 2 
Moath before his Departure, rold him 
that he ſhould not go till the next Month; 
that he ſhould receive his Diſpatch the 
Sixteenth, depart the Seventeenth ; but if 
he could ſtay till the Eighteenth, his Voyage 
would have ſuccels ; Bae withal aid he 
ſhould never come to Exg land again, 1 
mult believe that Nugent had a hand in her 
Intelligence, for, according to what ſhe 
{aid,the Prince received his Orders on the 
- Sixteenth, and went the Seventecath; the 
Joy and Eagerneſs he had, to have fur- 
mounted all thoſe Difficulties rhat had 
retarded his Voyage, got the better ol 
his Supeſtition, and would not let him 
wait for the Eighteenth, which he after- 
wards repented, when he failed of what 
he had propoſed, for the King of Porta- 
gal gave him his Congee without heark- 
ning to any of his Propoſals, or the Rea- 


ſons he offer'd to draw him into the Alli- 
ance: 
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ance: The Prince refus'd the Preſents 
that the King ſent after him on board his 
Ship, and departed with all the Chagrin 
of a diſappointed Courtier, whoſe own 
Intereſt (as ſurely it was his to ſerve Spain) 
was equally defeated, he join'd the Squa- 
dron were the Duke of Ormond was. 
They reſolved upon a Deſcent or Barce- 
bas, the Prince depending upon his In- 
telligence with the Citizens, and the 
great Love the People had for him, ſince 
his being Vice-Roy in Catalona; but their 
Deſigns were diſcovered, and for that time 
diſappointed. They afterwards fell in at 
Vigo, with all that Succeſs, which it will 
be ſuperfluous to repeat to you. Here he 
found means to receive new Proofs of the 
Princeſs's Kindneſs, with a paſſionate Let- 
ter (too long for me to Copy) ful of 
ſmiling Hopes that Fortune would ſhort- 
ly unite their Perſons, as it had done their 
Hearts. | 

He return'd to England with the Duke 
of Ormond, and was very well receiv'd at 
Court, notwithſtanding the Diſappont- 
ments he had met with, and the Morti- 
fication he had not long after of ſeeing one 
of the Queen's Servant ſucceed, in What 
he had faild; the King of Portuga! was 
drawn into the Alliance, and the Prince's 
Hopes were {till fairer than before; he 


[till maintain d his Intelligence with the 
Ca- 


_ „ „„ Yo K 22 
— 2 ——— p 4 


* * 


— 


44 Cee Intrigues, | 


— 
Catalonians, and the Court believ d fo well 
of it, as to reſolve to ſend a Fleet and 
Army to attend him, under the Com: 


mand of the Earl of Peterborough, 
Notwithſtanding the Prince's Glorious 
Affair with the Princeſs of ———, he 
found it not amiſs at his leiſure hours, to 
unbend himſelf with the fair Engliſh La- 
dies; his Soul was Paſſinate, his Temper 
Amorous and Sweet; he pretended not to 
be one of thoſe Hero's of Romance, that 
can ſubſiſt upon the bare Imagination > 
an abſent Miſtreſs, and who think it a 
Crime deſerving Death, ſhould” they be- 
ſtow the leaſt Glance upon another. The 
Prince's Perfon and Good-will was at the 
Service of any fair Lady; he livd in 
Splendor, laviſh'd way his Money; (for 
his generous Temper, like Mareſchal Ia. 
renne, conſider d not the value of it) this 
gave him Choice enough among the 
Ladies that were to be purchas'd, with 
whom he amus'd himſelf, tho his Incli- 
nations were all devoted to my Lord 
V s Lady , but want of Leiſure 
(and believing her already engaged) hin- 
der d his Application, tho? he made his 
Court regularly to her; as indeed all tho 
Foreigners do. Her living ſolongin the 
Court of France, and being Daughter to a 
King, has given her Converſation that 
caſy turn, and Freedom as makes it ve- 
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ur of Converſing with her. 


lmour with a reputed Daughter of the 
uke of Monmouth, a Lady Who has had 
e Honour of Pleaſing the firſt and (them! 
he) greateſt Elector of the Empire; he 
id alſo an Intrigue with the Mi of a 
entleman of your Acquaintance, who is 
nce dead. The Prince had been loſt 


onſequence happning, I was upon the. 


ras directed to a little blind Lodging, in 
oho, were I was told his Highnels was 
ncognita, with Ph—rs Miſtreſs. The 


y Acquainttance, and whilſt the Prince 
as riſing, Entertain*d/ me below in her 
Parlour, with the good Fortune, and Ho- 
nour ſhe receiv'd, by his Conſummating 
his Nuptials at her worthleſs Houſe. 1 
5k d her how his Quality came to be diſ- 
cover'd; ſhe conjur'd me to Secreſy, and 
told me her. Hoyneſs had (her felt) truſted 
on. er with it, and that ſhe was ſure it muſt 
lis be fo. For ſhe has well as the Prince, 
he {ore the Order of the Golden Fleece a- 
ne bout her Neck, and had promis'd ſhe 


2 bow'd attend her Hogneſs, into Germany, 


at n Quality of firit Lady of her Bed-Cha m- 
* ber, be her Lady Marlboruugh; That ſhe 
7 L | Was 


oman of the Houſe hapned to be of 


\ entettaining to all that love the Ho- 


You muſt have heard of his known | 


two or three Nights; and an Afﬀair of 


eceſſary hunt to impart it to him, and 
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not get much Honour, by keeping ſuch, 


bauch'd, or leaſt took her, for ſhe hat 


worth above an Hundered Pound. Oh 
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was a vaſt Fortune, and one of the Coll 
heireſſes of the late Earl of (raingburou 7 
I laught heartily at the Woman's Relatio 
of the Quality of her Hoyneſs, and tal 
her as a Friend, that I doubted ſhe wou 


Hoyne(s in her Houſe ; that to my Knoy 
ledge ſhe was no other than a poor Payq 
Broker's Daughter, up two pair of Staj 
in Stanhope-Street, till Ph $ D 


been amongſt Rich's Players before; ſing 
when her Mother was remov'd into L 
ceſter-Fields, and kept a Houſe of fair R 
ception, for who pleas'd to lodge there 
My good Acquaintance, who was real 
an honeſt Woman, flew out 1nto extrean 
Bitterneſs againft me. How / not a Princeſ 
Impoſſible ! ſhe came home laſt Night 
from ſitting for her Picture, dreſt like 
Shepherdeſs, and her fine Diamond Neck 
lace broke as ſhe was running up Stairs 
and ſhe cry d out every Diamond wat 


tis an ineſtimable Neck-lace ! the Prin 
had plunder'd it from Vigo. I bid her tale 
care of what ſhe ſaid againſt the Pnace 
Honour in that Particular ; *twas enougi 
(how Innocent ſoever) to bring him be- 
fore the Council who fat upon the Ex 
amination of what was plunder d; that 
I was ſure he had a Soul too Great, a be 

| guuty 
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the C puilty of any fuch thing. She ſtill urg'd 


* * 
> 


burouWhc Neck-lace, and as matter of Fact pro- 


Wound that Morning as they clean deut! 
Houſe; I preſently ſaw how it was, fol 
adeed ſhe had boxrow'd it with a Crook, 


rements from the Play-Houſe, This un- 


s that before ſhe thought her Hoyneſs ves 
vile, and very vain, and how ſhe 
fino uod her very bragging ; That I told her 
Was as natural to her, as lying. For 
hen Ph t had her firſt, ſhe paſt 
Wc their Lodging for Sir Gailfora Meaca!fs's 
Daughter deceas'd, Lord-Major of ork, 
nd a Fortune of Twenty Thouſand 
Pounds ; that *twas uſual for her to enter- 


NighWzin one Mari With the Account of how 
ike Mmany others had careſs'd her; and if by 


chance, ſhe happned into the Accquan- 
ance of any Woman civiler than her ſelf, 
Wie wou'd aſperſa them to her Fellows, 
or having debauch'd, and put her to Bed 
o this Lord, and that Duke; and of 
mixing Brandy in her Wine, and intoxi- 
ating her ſo, that ſhe did not know what 


gi he did. Oh ſhe'll drink like a Fiſh ! an- 
be ver'd the good Landlady. ſhe had ſever- 
EW! ſtrong rich Waters for her Mornings 
that] Draught; has ſlept her ſelf Sober three 
beg imes a Day in my Houſe, and her ex- 

F 2 cuſe 


qucd one of the Diamonds, that had been 


rip, Hat, and other Shepherd's Accou- 


leceivd my Friend, and made her con- 
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cuſe is, that her Honeſe is going into 
cold Country, and muſt uſe her ſelf t 
it, or elſe ſhe ſhall be laughed at, where 
all perpetually drink, and never are di 
order'd with it. Here the Prince came 
to us, and I found him a little out 0 
Countenance at my ſeeing him there; v. 
went away together. I gave him thi 
Character of his Miſtreſs. He confeſs 
he was -tir'd of her Vanity and Folly, 
and whith was worſt began to fear ſome 
diſorder in his Health; but I fancy it no 
ill Scene to ſee my Friend diſmiſſing her 
| Hoyreſs from her Lodging, and . reproach- 
zng her for the Scandal ſhe had brought 
upon her Houſe, I have dwelt too long 
upon theſe Fooleries, and yet I took em 
but as an introduction to a Greater, What 
the Fortune-telling Woman in. White 
Friars had told the Prince of his Miftrel 
carrying on the Affair he was then going 
about, confirm'd him in the Opinion, that 
they had a ſupernatural Knowledge, tho 
ſhe had fail in that particular of his 
coming to Exgland again. Somebody that 
he was repeating it to, told him that 
there was one Mrs Maſon in White-Chappte, 
that was a perfect Witch; he preſently 
ask'd em ifrhey had ever ſeen her? They 
laid No, nor did not intend it; for tho' the 
ſily Vulgar reputed her a Witch, they, did 
not bel eve God had given that Power to 

| | | any. 
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any. The Prince perſwaded two of m 


to go incognito with him, and at leaſt 
hear what ſhe coud fay. They yielded 


to oblige him; and in a Hackney Coach, 
to Harrow- Alley away they go. The 
Prince was Man that ſeldom made an 
Appearance as to Dreſs, and that day was 
as plain as poſſible. They came to the 


Good man -Fields, where they left the 
Coach, and walkt into the Alley, till they 
came to alittle Ale-houſe, where upon a 
Board it was written, that Mrs Maſon 
the Fortune- Teller liv'd there up two pair 
of Stairs, They were carried into a dirty 
dining Room, enjoyning themſelves Si- 
lence, leaſt they ſhou- d be over heard, and 
their own Words repeated to em as Pro- 
pheſy; after half an Hours waiting, they 
were ſhown- into a Cloſet, where Mrs 
Maſon fat to attend 'em; twas ſo ſmall, 


blind Alley on that fide that goes into 


the Prince repos'd himfelf upon a dirt 


pair of Stairs, that went up thence into a 


Garret, Her manner is to ask no Que- 


ſtions, but taking the Perſons two Hands 
together, looks carefully in em; and 
then falls to telling, as faſt as ſhe can, 
the paſt, the preſent, and the future; this 
Im ſure of, ſhe cou'd have no In- 
telligence of who the Prince was, nor his 
Delign ; for themſelves knew it not but 


juſt as they went about it. After ſhe had 
L diſ- 
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diſpatch'd the Ladies, the Prince took the 
Chair, and ſat before the Witch: when 
. ſhe had look'd into his Hands, ſhe told 
him ſhe did not know what to ſay to him 
He ask'd her why? She anſwer'd becauſe 
he ſhou'd be ſomthing greater than ever 
ſhe had ſeen; they laugh d at her miſtake; 
ſhe proceeded to tell him, there was a cer- 
tain great and very fair Lady, that woud 
make his Fortune, if he liv'd · but two 
Years longer, and that he ſhou'd be eaſy 
for the reſt of his Days, die old, and in his 
Bed, ; but that an iminent Danger threa- 
tend him, either by Fire, or Water. In 
two Years, the malevolence of his evil De- 
ſtiny wou'd be paſt, that he had already 
eſcaped ſeveral hazards, one with a Sword 
in his Thigh, another with a ſhot in his 
Head, and once Drowning, che, The 
Prince in returning from the Witch, was 
very Melancholy, and told the Ladies that 
it was true, he had actually receiv'd two 
ſuch Wounds ; pull'd back his Perriwig, 
ſhew'd were the Musket-ball went into 
his. Head, and worked out of his Neck. 
They laugh'd at the Prediction, yet one of 
em was ſo far inclimd to believe, that ſhe re- 
ſolv'd to try her again; and taking a Friend 
with her that never had heard of Mrs Ma- 
ſon, they chang'd Cloaths with their Cham- 
er Maids, add went to her; ſhe apply'd 


her ſelf to-the Servants of the Miltrefles _ 
1 . b , * „ tol 
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told em Fortunes accordingly, and to th 
Lady who had been there before, (whom 
ſhe did not know again) quite contrary 
to what ſhe had ſaid when ſhe was there 
with the Prince, which inevitably ſhows 
us, that ſhe has no other Infpiration but 


but a thouſand times oftner miſſes, un- 
leſs it were that Heav'n (who takes more 
than a common Care of Hero's) put into 
this ignorant Woman's Mouth, Words 
proper for the Subject; and by ſurperſti- 
tion fitting him to believe, gave him Warn- 
ing to be wary, how for two Leafs he 
continu'd to expoſe himſelf, But Love and 
Glory calling him, he hearkned not to an 
preſages of his evil Deſtiny, tho almoſt z 
Miracle was ſhown ; (for I, reckon it a re- 
mote one, that Mrs Maſon ſhou'd happen 
upon the right Places where he was wound- 
ed ; ) nay, tho he believ d all that ſhe ſaid, 
as he has often aſſur'd me, and that his 
Blood was aduſt, and melancholy with 
that belief ; yet negligent of the Warning 
; he had receiv d, in hopes of being for ever 
of Happy in the Arms af his Beauteous Queen, 
re- he ruſh'd thro* Clouds of Fire and Smoke 
ach at the Siege of Barcelona, to the fatal Aſ- 
2 ſault, where he was laid dead by the Shet 
n- of a Thouſand Muskets, and all his hopes 
d of Ambition and Love buried in that glo- 
d rious Ruin., Let ſhall his Memory ſurvive 
d | | L 4 | amonglt 
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amonſt the Mourning Catalonians, w 0 
unfeignedly lamented his Death; it was 
indeed a Blow to Charles the Third of Au. 
ſria ; be loſt a Man of conſiderable Intereſt I. 


in that part of Spain, and one whom the 
Dewager's favour render'd conſiderable at 
Court; for however all thing were ma- 
nag'd by the French Faction, there were ſe. 
veral of the Grandees cantinu'd faithful to 
the Houſe of Auſtria, by the the' wiſe Ma- 
nagement of that charming Queen. It js 
only permitted us to gueſs at the-Princeſs's 
Sorrow, or rather Deſpair, at the Death 
of her Hero; ſhe who ſo diligently had 
lov d, and caus'd to be brought to Plymenth 
a little before his departure, a Preſent to 
the value of Forty thouſand Pound in 
Money, Plate and Jewels for his uſe; with- 
out doubt ſhe is inconſolable. I am ſorry 
( tor your fake) that T have no means of 
being inform'd of what ſo great a Queen 
{aid, and acted at the - loſs of her Lover; 
poſſibly one dag I may oblige you with 
ſome particulars, if Prince Henn of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt Prince George's Brother, who 
went to Barcelona with him) ever returns to 
Huglaud. We may hence comfort our ſelves 
at our Misfortunes, (when little Miſeries 
befal us) to think the great and Glorious 
are no more exempt than the meaneſt 
Mortal; Human Viciſſitudes are as natural 
as to Breathe, and ſeldom does N 
5 4 | Cle 
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raſs, with only Snatches and ſudden Guſts, 
viſits her greateſt Favourits but by Mo- 


ake State, and where the once appear, will 
not be diſpoſſeſt with Eaſe. This Prince 
was by Nature perfectly Great and Good; 
he ſhou'd have wore a Crown for an Ex- 
ample of Generoſity and Vertue to reigg- 
ng Kings. There wanted but fix Weeks 


two Years being elapſed. I can dwell no 
longer on this mournful Subject, but beg 
ave to aſſure you (however abruptly I 
may end) that T am moſt devoutly, - 


Madam, 
Tour moſt obedient, and 


bes moſt humble Servant 


T for got to tell you, Mrs. Maſon is ver 
Aich; but as ihe had her 155 in ar 
(ty Ale houſe, ſhe foreſees by her Art, 
wat the Spirit of Divination will depart 
am her, when ever ſhe forſakes it; ſo 
ar the Iuſpiration lies in the place, Cc. 


LET. 


when he was kill'd of the Prediction of 


ſettle in a point, but varying as the Com- 


ments; whilſt Miſeries, ſlow and ſolemn, 
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LETTER XXX I 


1 41 an Account of an Amour o 4 Joung 
idow of the Town and two Gallants, M. 
C. of D. and Mr — 1—. | 


Have no Entertainment for you, Dea 
Sir James, that can quit the Trouble 
. of Reading my Letters, were they proper 

ly my own : Therefore I ſeek ſupply from 

a richer Fountain, rather than leave yo 

undiverted. The Fair little Widow, that 

cou'd charm you in her Cypreſs ; a Dreß 

ominous to a Lover leſs daring, has ſhew d 

us that ſhe was to be taken, tho? not by 

your Battery : For yours was not the mur- 

2 daring Cannon, that now-a-days does all 

the execution; Vows and Oaths going lor 

little: The powerfull'ſt God is glittering 

Gold, which our Friend Mr. C-— very 

well underſtands; and therefore apply'd 

himſelf that way to our Widow, and by 
_ ' - whiſpering falſe Hopes to the Governour, 
\ got Nefion of the Town; as I underitand 
1. the Story, he had given in to her Propolal 
1 Money to carry on her Law-Suit: Bu 
whether her Charms did not anſwer lu! 
ExpeQations, or that he be of Sir Charlt 
Sialey's Opinion, in his Belamira, That 


n0 Sin to couſin Them, that couſin the W * 


1 


he did not fail to baulk the Lady's Ex- 
zications, and Heroically to ſtand the brunt 

ofan amorous Dun. The Letters happn- 

ing by a Secret way to fall into my hands, . 
| have tranſcrib'd em for you to read in 

your Lime-Tree-Walk, when you are bar- 

ren of a better Entertainment ; I can 

ifure you that they are Matter of Fact, 

and literally true. 


/ 


Her Firſt L ETTER to Mr. Comes 


To deſire the Loan of ſome Money, on 
the Promiſe of which he had been 


happy. 


N your Arme] forgot all my Misfortunes; 
and the Buſineſs of our Acquaintanee ; 

but am awaked by approaching Ruin, from that 

pleaſing Dream. My Lawyer is ſuch an In- 

fdel, that nothing but Miracles can convince 
him; and Money ts ſuch to me at this time: 

In ſhort, I 2 the Term ray it, and have 

w proſpect but ſtarving out the reſt of my Life 
420 The N 's is as all 1 42 

he won t ſuffer it to be done, till his Bill be diſ- 
charged; Think if I am worth that Generoſity, +» 
and ſpare me the Confuſion of ſpeaking, which 

tis much eaſier for ine to want, than do, If I 

paſs Wedneſday Morning, the whole Term is 

fe to me; and I may then be counted amongſt 
toje things that were, and are no more. = 
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Mr. C— lov'd his Money too wel 


to admit of either Compaſſion tor the Fair 
or Juſtice to his own Promiſe; he thought 
fit to leave this Letter unanſwer'd. But 
over a Glaſs of Wine, when the Liane 
was taken away, after Dinner, at Mr. 
Js Houſe, he did not fail to divert him 
with the Adventure; ſhew'd him the 
Letter, and ingeniouſly prided himſe 
in deceiving her. Mr S— J — 2 
k'd him, If he wou'd not take it ill if he 
endeavour d to ſucceed him in the Ladys 
favour? Mr C-—— gave him Liberty 6 
Conſeince, to ſay and write What he 
thought fit. By this means the ' Widow 
became acquainted with her Misfortune, 
and how cruelly Mr. C—— had expoſed 
her, and her Letter, She thereupon thought 
fit to ſend him this ſecond Epiſtle, with 
an intent to have made him aſham d o 
his telling her Secret. | 


Her Second L E T T E R to: the fame, 


To thank him for a Bill of Two Hundred 
Pounds, but ſent by another. 


VO U have found the hanaſomeſt way is 


the World to oblige me; for however you 
diſguiſed the Hand, the Directions that came 
to me this Morning i the Peny-Poſt, oe 
| 7 Bank 
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10 body elſe, or ſure Mr. S — J — was not 


Ideſire you will ast him if he did. But why 
ſhou'd be ſo vain, to think of « Perſon, that 


lavd my Canſe, Pm ſure paid my Lawyers, 
may give me Four Hundred Pound 4 


vu; if ever [live to recover my Eſtate, you 
ball certainly be paid in kind, for that is the 
leaſt Tcan do to my Benefattor : In the mean 


time, ſend me word when we ſhall meet at Mrs 
's : 'Tis a long while methinks ſince 


T 


Sunday Night ; I ſhall now ſee you with double 


pleaſure ;, that is to ſay, with Gratitude, as 
well as Love. 


HSLETTER tothe fair Widow; 


Bank-Bill of Two Hundred Guineas, muſt. | 
ume from you ; for I had asbd, nor obliged. 


ſo Gallant ? If you did not oblige me your ſelf, 


W 


had not receivꝰd the leaſt Civility from me? 
No, it muſt be you, and I am all on fire to 
thank you, in the beſt manner; it has, I hope, 


gear ; judge then of the Obligation I have to 


Aſſuring her he ſent her no Bill, nor ever 


was ſo expenſive in his Pleaſures. 


AD wot my Hopes of being my own 
Ambaſſador, rather than this Paper, 

maze me oa” it from Hour to Hour, | had 
ere now, Madam, congratulated with you, up- 
0 the unuſual Goodnejs of the World, and at 
the 


* 
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the ſame time approv d my ſelf not ſo vain as f 
accept of Praiſes not at all my due. I am by 
Nature 4 Sceptick, and doubtful of all thing; 
ſt, and to come; and therefore ſhow'd have 
een 4s uncertain in this, as all other things, 
But naming the Sum, I quickly found it can. 
nut be I, who have not the Tenth part of that 
to ſpare ; nor wou'd the Indies ſupply me, if | 
the Mite F offer to every Inclination, were of 1! 
ſuch a piece of Paper, How extraordinary u 
thing is it to receive unknown Obligation in this Wi 
World ? Therefore ſure it cannot be, but the I 
Magnificent will follow the Preſent ; and ſome, Ms 
Rich Sultan Banker has declared you his H. 
vourite, and eſpouſed you his Sultana, And Wf« 
_ methink I ſee you already Triumphant in the 
midſt of your Slaves, where the moſt unwhorth 
is even my Envy. So far dres Love exceed all 
7 in Dignity, as well as Power ; that whilſ 
' the greateſt Monarchs's moſt favourite Slaves, 
look vile to every impartial Eye, the Chains 
of Love and Honour to all that wear em 
Therefore I make it my Petition, and 'tis all 
Ambition to bear a Link or two of your 
Chains among ſt the many: For tho there may 
be more deſerving, there can be none mort 


Faithful. 
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Her Thrd LET TER. 


her Neceſſities. 


His is prodigious Modeſty in you to de- 

ny all pretence to an Obligation, which 
m convinc'd, if not immediately, yet colla- 
terally proceeds from you. Mor let me forget 
to congratulate that unbounded Inclination 
of yours, to which I owe ſuch ſubſtagtial Joys, 
1 are beyond the Power of Fate to recal, and 
which you (all Sceptick as you are) cannot ſo 
far overcact your part, as to doubt of what 


beyond diſpute : For when with extream Gra- 


condoPd the Incapacity of that little Indies of 
yours, which 2 been ſo profuſely laviſbt to 
every Inclination, that ſcarce the Tenth part 
remain'd, to oblige a fond, young, believing, 
undone Woman, who had Las herſelf upon 
yur Generoſity, truſting to your Promiſes and 
Offers. The Rumour catch'd from your kind, 
aloud, complaining Voice, run from one to ano- 
ther, where you had taken care to ſpread it, 
till at length it reſted in the Breaſt of an Old 
Magnifico ; whoſe Heart is large at his Poſ- 
ſeſſions, tho" his Tears exceeding For Hie jr 
appear'4 to me in the ſhape of a Bank-Bill, 
4nd (as you gueſſed) quickly after in his own, 
you 
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vun ve felt is paſt ; nay, the preſent Things are 
titude and Honour you had to your Friends 
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jou may imagine, prepoſſeſs'd as my Hear 
was, with your faithful Image, which was the 

moſt welcome; tho" from him I receiv'd the 

Obligation, yet to you I owe it; ſince had you 

= not, tho your ſelf unable to relieve with ſmal 

'S ſeven thouſand Pound 4 Tear, complain d 10 
others of my wants, I till had been a ſilent 
2 How worthily can I think you m 
le Benefattor ? How exongh to the World 
hall ] proclaim your Generoſity and Honour 
How reward ſo Magnificent a Bounty? What 
Vandike ſhall I employ, to tell with his at: 
mirable Pencil ſucceeding Ages, how generous 
you, how Jars: I? Let me (high on 4 Throm) 
be drawn with all that glittering Wealth about 
me, you have ſo well deſcribed, whilſt you rais'd 
equal to me, in Vanity, in Pride, and Pl 
ſures, free from the leaſt Link of that Chain 
you ſpeak of, ſhall employ all my Thoughts with 
Eyes languiſbing, and Hands pointing to thit 
ſhintng Stare about us, ſhall ſeem to ſay all ili 

l 1 owe to you : For had you not in kind con. 

= paſſion told my Secret, I had not thus been 

| bleſs'd; Fame, Honour, Diſcretion, Secrecy, 

! and 4 thoufand other ridiculous Vertues, ſhall 

= diſappear before us; Luxurious Love ſhall tel 

all our Fours to us, whilſt in pleaſure ou 
five Senſes ſhall be iznprov'd to fifty. Thus 
may you ever flouriſh, thus ever live, and you 

Tears prove iiamortal, as your Merits. 


Thus, 
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Count Intrigues . LAY 
Thus, my. dear Baronet, have I endea- 
jour'd to divert you with two Letters, 
that are, I'm ſure, in their kinds Originals: 
[ll leave you to make what Reflections 4 1 
jou pleaſe upon the Wit and Sincerity of ll 
cher ; the laſt admits of no diſpute in me, þ 
when 1t pretends to the Title of, 3 
| 


Sir, 
Tour moſt faithful, and 
' moſt humble & erbaut. 
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LETTER XXXIl. 


From 4 Lady to « Lady; being an Ae 
her own Adventures, and Los of her Lovers. 
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: ES my Dear, my ever-valu'd Friend, 

þ you ſhall here know all that my poor 

ortur'd Soul has ſuffer d, in theſe long = | 
"MW cruel three Years ſeparation. Have I one * 811 
"WI ſpark of Joy remaining in my Soul? Your | k1 1 
F | . lf 

MI Letter brought it forth ; and tho* dead to | 


Hope, and loft to N= or ev'n wiſh 

of Happinels, I find ſtill a pleaſure in be- 

ing elteem'd by you. Ol Clorinda! in | 
„ other 1 
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other Loves there is no Conſtancy ; eye 
Friendſhip to me is but infipid ; fit onh 
to amuſe a Soul unfeeling a more exalte 
Heat, Had our Sex been different, I fea 
my Dear, by this, we had forgot to Love 
= or perhaps have learnt to Hate: Thoꝰ that 
48 a Paſſion ſo Foreign to my Mind, that,: 
=__ yet, Iam Ignorant of what it means, M 
| Soul rebounds not at an Injury; engroſs 
by ſofter Paſſions, it has no room to « 
tertain fo rough a Gueſt, 

You ask me the meaning of that melan 
choly Strain, that runs through all m 
„ Letters; and conjure me to explain my 
wth ſelf with Friendſhip. You will remembe 
. me, that when we parted, I was envy{ 
. buy moſt, and by all thought happy. II 
. true, I had not fſuffer'd Shipwreck the 

9 but ſince. Oh, what have I not endurd 
{4 4 Will you have patience to hear a three 
\' years Anguiſh ? *Tis all dark; a melan 

1 cCholy Gloom; my gayer Genius is fled and 
Joit in its Shades: I'm the Reverſe dl 

| \ what IT was; no more the Pleafure of the 
| World; the Delight of Converſation ; n 
ö more belov'd, yet fill loving. Is there 1 
Miſery beyond this? Is there a Rack i 
Nature I have not ſelt? May I not welche 
complain? But to give you in particular 
my Misfortunes : You leit me in the poF 


ſeſſion of a Heart worthy mine; but the 
8 World 
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eat Law-Suit ruin d my Lover's Fortune, 


kf him no hopes of repairing it, but by 
: Wife more Rich than I cou'd be. The 
coming Term was to take him in Execu- 
ton for a Summ too mighty for him to 


ſtrug 
from me, for fear of my Diſquiets. At 
kngth, finding him exceſſive melancholy 
and dejected, beyond what I cou'd ever 


have ſuſpected from his Fortitude of Soul, 


Wundone ; but his own SorrowswWere in- 
conſiderable to him in compariſon of mine. 
fe was indeed by Promiſe, by Vows and 
oclination my Husband : But ſhou'd 1 
all him to the performance, we both were 
oft, and muſt expect to languiſh out the 


Miſery and Wants: That ſuch a Lady had 
been offer'd him for a Wife, conſiderable 


that it could not give me the leaſt Suſpicion, 


was his only Refuge, the laſt Plank that 
could preſerve him from Shipwreck. I 


Truth of what he faid : but was ſoon con- 
vinced of his ill Circumſtances, and could 
not fuffer my Heart to heſitate a moment 


Porld and Intereſt divided us: 6 Emi- 


n which part of mine was involvd, and 
gle with. This was kept a Secret 


he told me his Misfortunes, that he was 


eit of his life in Priſon, oppreſsd with 


that Inconſtancy had any part in what 


took Time to weigh and examine the 


M 2 on 


Win her Fortune, and fo deſtitute of Charms, 
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on what it ſhould do, to ſave him; the 
Thoughts were death to me, that for my 
ſake, he ſhould live poor, contemn'd, and 
wretched ; I concluded, that tho' (like o-. 
ther Men) he might prove ungreatful, 
twas a more tolerable Evil, than having 
him through my means) unfortunate, 
Let all, who have not generous Souls (as 
1 ſuppoſe they will) condemn me for wha: 
they may call Weakneſs : But ſure Clorinds 
does better know how to value fo unpre- 
ſidented a Sacrifice, I gave up all my Hap 
pineſs to his Intereſt, and by Permiſſion ; 
law him three Weeks after marry'd. In. e 
deed, Misfortunes in proſpect are on 2 
gueſs'd at; they are not to be deſcrib'4 tl 
felt, tho' I had prepar'd my ſelf for all that i r. 
could be expected of Sufferings; yet when ;| 
once I began to feel the real Load, I ſunł , ;; 
under em; ſince He was ſafe and happy, 7 
no matter what became of Me; neither | 
Honour nor Policy would permit his V. 1 
( 
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. tits, for his Engagements with me had 
been no ſecret; his Lady would ſoon have 
heard of em, ænd conſequently have had 5 
her own and his Pleaſure poiſond tha} 1 
way. Belides, I was reſolved to put an . 
end to a Flame, that could not now burn 
with Innocence : I gave my ſelf up to til o 
Diverſions of the World, Viſits, Card, h 
Plays, ail that ought” to divert the Mind; p 
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my Love was to ſuffer a violent Death, 
fince it would not reſign to a natural; but 
in vain, it withſtood the Efforts of Reaſon; 
Diverſions, Duty ; it mock d all my En- 
deavours, and augmenting by Reſiſtance, 
threw me into a violent Illinefs ; out of 
which, I did not, but after much danger, 
recover; the Pain was at my Heart, which 
the Phyſicians had no Cure for, Then it 
was, my Clorinda, that, with the reſt of 
the World, you heard the Report of my 
death; and truly I was fo near it, that 
it was the work of ten Months, before I 
could ſtand alone, or under my own hand 
give you to know I was not yet ſo happy 
as to be Nothing. They remov'd me into 
the Country, to try their laſt Experiment, 
the change of Air. By the Time of my re- 
turn back to London, almoſt two Years had 
palsd fince that fatal Marriage, My 
Heart ſtill engag'd, ſtill cortur'd by a Love, 
which I could not perſwade my {elf to be 
Criminal, becauſe I once had a Right and 
Title to his Love; though when 1 con- 
ſiderd my ſelf had releas'd all Pretences, 
I doubly blamed my Heart for perſerve- 
ring; but Love is Power too mighty for us 
to controul. I ſaw my Murderer, and my 
old Wounds bleed afreſh at the fatal Sight; 
he complained of his own want of Hap- 
pinels, and Sceretly pleas'd|my Heart by | 

| M 3 find- 
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finding, if his Grief were leſs, his Satis 

faction was not more. How inſignificant I v 
a Relief is this? How is it, that a Powder 4 
ſo mighty as Love, can be ſervd, and find il cl: 
= its account in Trifles ? He complain'd, C 
| that Marriage had not anſwer d his End; N 
for though it ſavd him from impending I n. 
Ruin, in his Law- Suit, and diſcharg'd his W ne 
Execution; yet many other of his Debts 2s 
being unpaid, gave him much uneaſineſs. I he 
That his Lady, like a right Widow, had I h. 
ſecur d the greateſt part of her Fortune to fo 


0 her own uſe ; their Humours were ex- es 
1 treamly different, and he had little Hopes B 
4 of prevailing on hers, becauſe he wanted b. 
. the firſt Principles, that ſhould give his b. 
{i their agrecable Motion; ſhe lov'd Flat- a1 
1. tery, as moſt. Ladies do, and he was not h: 
nt. Maſter of it; he had almoſt ſaid of Kindneſs MW v 
{118 too: In ſhort, he was too dangerous for I ra 
141 my Converfation ; his Eyes bad till the WO de 
"1"; 118 ſame Beauty, his Words their uſual Soft- MW ne 
wr iN neſs, and I think a certain melancholy Air I be 


heightned all his Charms; ſhould I dwell WJ ki 
on every Circumſtance, the Converſation W C 
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1 muſt tire you; in a word, I tore my ſelf I v. 
oi from theſe Enchantments, and forbid my ſe 
= Heart ſuch Criminal Delights: Jet my N 
3 Torment purſu'd me whereſaever I fled; uf 


T had once more recourſe to the Country, M h. 


x and went by Recommendation to Board o 


* 


? 


—_ 


— 


is in Briſtol, at a Gentleman's Houſe, Who, 
nt with his Family, were all Strangers to me. 
ler A Cronick Diſtemper, Which my Melan- 
nd choly had contracted, could only expect its 
d, Cure from change of Air. The Family I. 
d; W was receiv'd into, conſiſted of an old well 
ng MF natur'd Gentleman, govern'd by his ſplee- 
Is WM netick Wife, who had as much Cunning, 
ts as Nature alone could give her; and had | 
6. her Education been good, her Wit might mm 
| 


d have been mere conſiderable. They had 
to formerly merchandiz d, but being pretty 
x- WI caly in the World, had lately left off. A 
Brother of hers liv'd in the Family, who 
had been bred up with them in their WAY 
he appear'd to me as a Perſon well made, | 
and hanſome, but perfectly unfaſhion'd, 

having had no Converſation, but Buſineſs; 
who declind Women's Company, and 
rarely ever ſpoke among the Men; he ſel- 1 
dom eat at home, and I believe I was | 
near ſeven Months in the Houſe with him, 
be'ore we had any Converſation, tho you | 
know me eaſy of Acceſs, and pleas'd with | 
Company; my Buſineſs was to ſeek Di- vn! 
verſion which my ill Health had made per- | 
' | icttly neceſſary to me, An ugly unmarried 
; 
ö 
| 
| 


Maid of Thirty (a Siſter of theirs) brought | | 
up the Rear of this goodly Family; and 
here, in reading, and converfing with ſome 14 
of the Town who viſited Mrs Moudbe 14 
R Which | 
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(which you muſt know is my Lanladys 
Name) 7 conſiderable Time; che 
Poiſon ſtill at my Heart, daily waſting by 
a conſuming hopeleſs Fire, what would! 
not have done for my Cure ? How was I 
alone, of all human kind, plagu d with a 


never dying Paſſion ? 1 had read indeed, 
that Inconſtancy was counted the greateſt 


Weakneſs of the weakeſt Sex, but here 
I imagin'd it would have been meti- 
torious, for there can be no Appeal 
from Marriage; that certainly ought 
to deſtroy all precedent Inclinations, and 
they muſt be unpardonable, who preſerve 
theirs aſter it. We": 

At length another Brother (the Squire 
of Mrs Wozdbe's Family) tame upon a 


Viſit to Briſtol; he dreſs d at the Ladies, 


had ſeen ſome of the World, was halt bred, 
as to Gallantry, and about that pitch 1n 
Underſtanding ; but good Natur'd, anda 
very honeſt a Gentleman ; what his Bro- 
ther wanted in Tongue, he ſupply'd ; and 
*twa? not his falt if Converſation lan- 
pou? his kind Endeavours would re- 
lieve it, though ſometimes at the Expence 
of his Reputation, as to Wit, (For tis ve- 
ry hard for great Talkers always to eſcape 
Impertinence.) Mr Peregrine Worthy was 


his Name; he quiekly told me, that his 


Heart had bcen mortgag'd above theſe two 
” i =. 4.54 » . Moe 4 * Yeats 


J 
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of him; but he was one, whom her Fa- 
ther would not permit her to marry, be. 
ciuſe his Eſtate did not anſwer the For. 
tune he could give her. He was not fo 
young as his Brother by fix Years, nor ſo 
well ſhaped, but much more poliſh'd ; and 
t came into my Head, by a malicious Di- 
rerſion, to make him in Love with me, 
ot wit liſtanding his Engagement: It ſeem'd 
ntolerable, that any other Woman ſhould 
be a quiet Poſſeſſor of the Heart ſhe lov d 
whilſt I was ſo unhappy to be depriv'd of 


pinion T had of all Mens Conſtancy, made 


n conquering Peregrine's; J look'd not at 
the Conſequence, nor had debated with my 
elf what to do with that Toy, his Heart, 
or that Lumber, his Perſon, were the 

once made an Offering to me. What TI 
wanted was preſent Amuſement; for, as 
Poiſons are ſaid to expel Poiſons, I would 
vithall my Heart have lov d any Thing, 
to put out of my mind the Phanton that 
haunted me. But this was not the Dia- 
mond that was to cut mine; for tho' we 
enter d into a Commerce of Galantry, and 


ter his departure writ Letters as mutually 
ender, as if we had been really touch d; 


L ſuppoſe we both remain'd unwounded by 
: $ © -Þ 15 7 31K. N eac a 


e 


years, to a young Lady paſſionately fond 


what I had adored. The general ill O- 


ne conclude I ſhould have no —_ trouble 


7 - 
” - 
_ 
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each other. All I know of my ſide is, that Ih 

, my former Paſſion found not the leaſt a. Whe 
datement; and therefore 'tis eaſy to con. N oft 
' clude, a new one did not ſucceed. At Necei 
72 4 young Worthy fell fo ill, that his bis 
Life was for ſome time in danger. Mrs, per 
Woudabe had Buſineſs call'd her to London; Wit | 
after ſhe was gone, I debated with my {WM 
ſelf, whether I ſhould be ſo ill-natur'd, to ¶ the 

let aBrother of the Family, where I was, N cot 
die, and never give him a Viſit. I knew N Vie 

he did not love Company, and leaſt of al, Ning 
Ladies; but my geod Manners and good ane 
Nature over - ruling, I reſolved to my Duty, ¶ le 
though it ſhoul prove unacceptable, I came N co 
to his Bed-ſide, and had a much civiler NM. 
Reception than I expected; the heighth I fe 

of his Diſtemper, as I then ſuppoſed, had Ca 
maſter'd his Native Roughneſs. I found th. 
him tn a violeat Fever; and having too pla 
rely had an expenſive Experience of what C 
Phyſicians could do, I was able to adviſe ed 
him in many things proper for the Reco- . 
very of his Health. Had Mrs, Wauat: his 
been there I ſhould not have attempted ii 
for ſhe has that Quality peculiar to her (eli, be 
us); to believe none beſides her ſelf knowing in N 
' any thing; and that ſhe is ignorant off "' 
. nothing. Mrs. Abigal the Surly, her Silter, I 70 


- 
1 


3 of Thirty, (dull, and heavy in Make; 4 Cc 
18 | well as Underſtanding) was lis chief Nuß La 


„ 


„Imad Compaſſion for him, in the ill hands 


> be was in, and therefore failed not ro be 


1. Moften with him, which he feem'd to re- 
I Mccive very civilly ; His Fever abated, but 
is his Temper being melancholy, the Diſtem- 
rs, Myer had fo ſeiz d his Spirits, that I found 
„Ii muſt be a powerful Diverſion of the 
Mind, that could be able to throw it 


could not gueſs, to a Man wholly free from 
Vice or Paſſions Fe ET br nderſtand- 
ing very good, What he did ſpeak, proper, 
ind vl imagine? and I doubted 25 but 
he would ſhew us he had Wit enough, 
could he once diſpence with Cuſtom and 
Modeſty, that had hitherto kept him 
ſlent. We read to him Books of Wit and 
Callantry; I found he had a true Taſte of 
things, and could commend in the right 
place; thus a ſort of Satisfaction ſucceeded 
Compaſſion, and I felt my ſelf better pleaſ- 
ed in his Company, than I imagin'd I 
could have been. We grew acquainted ; 


we chanced to talk of Love, he proteſte 
be never knew what the leaſt Spark of it 


would, not conſidering that Nature makes 


nothing in vain,z however, a defe& of 
Conſtitution might happen. I talk d of the 


ed 
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thence; but whence it ſhould proceed 1 


his Converſation became free and genteel; 


meant; and my judgment was, he never 


Language of the Eyes ; he innocently proteſt- 


— — * — © Oy ů — = &% dy. pe . — 4 * — K > d , 222 * * © 
2 . — 
= - 


e 


ci Bard 
| _ 8 — nr nn ren een 


* 


ed, he knew not what I meant by that N ſai 

neither could he imagine: Nay, was mor A. 

and more confounded, when 1 told hin ( 

Lovers Eyes could talk ; he aſſured met 

| never minded the difference of Glances, H Op 
| thought all Eyes had the ſame Looks, thoMitp: 
| | not the ſame Colour. This was wonderfull the 
= I thought, from one who had himſelf ti be 
| the fineſt I ever ſaw; and a very bad en on, 
| couragement for me, if I had had the lea che 
| deſign 5 his Heart thoꝰ in jeſt, as before £0: 
with his Brother, Heliked my Company, wa 

or my Library, or both, ſo well, that aſtef cor 

he was up and dreſs d, he never was from 4? 

us. I ſuited him with the gay part of read ine 

ing, being properelt to remove his Meland ſur 

choly. We chanced one day to light upoi N. 

Brown's Tranſlation of Fontenel's and Arie 2! 

xetus's, Letters; heſeem'd mightily plcas' th 

with 'em; there was one from a Lady, hf. 

permits a Lover all hut the laſt Favour n. 

and gives him leave to touch her Brea}, u E) 

kiſs her Eyes, her Mouth, and ſqueeze herfiff ©! 

with her Stays off; he could not imagine 10 

what Pleaſure could be taken in that ' 

Not long after, we were returning with lo 

_ Miſtreſs Abigal) late from a Viſit out d n 

Town, where we had been merrily enter ©* 

tain'd, and had all three, contrary. n 

Cuſtom, drank enough to clevate .us ly 

Bacchus is counted a Friend to Love; aftet : 5 


putting me into the Coach, young 14 
1 1 = 
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4bigal, but threw himſelf with a Gaiety; 
(wholly new to him) on the Seat by me 
twas dark; tho' the ſurly Maid was our 


| Oppoſite, in the Humour we were all in, 


itpaſs'd for Raillery: He pretended to make 
the Lady's Experiment of ſqueezing, ſince 
he found T had only a Morning · Waſtecoat 
on, thence he attempted to kils my Cheek, 
then my Lips; and if Im not miſtaken, 
could no longer wonder where the Pleaſure 


was of That. After we came home, we 


continued the Frolick, fitting upon Mrs. 


dbigal's Bed; he Gghed after every Kiſs, 


no ill Omen of a Heart touch'd with Plea- 
ſure, I may truly proteſt to you, that for 
Nine ſucceſhve Years, that I had been 
tormented with an unintermitting Paſſion, 


this was the only Moment that I firſt found 


it ſuſpended. I confeſs, I was then loſt to 
any Thoughts but the preſent ; there his 
Eyes firſt gave, and knew the diſtinction 
ot Looks ; he could no longer boaſt of Ig- 


norance, they had a Soſtneſs wholly new“; 


lo full of ſparkling Fire, ſo Tender, nay. 
lo Paſſionate, that I catched the Diſtemper 
into mine, and look*d” on his with an un- 
common Pleaſure; you may perhaps too 
nicely blame me for giving into thole De- 
lights, but I was ſuddenly betray'd by one, 
from whom I never expected any danger, 
and therefore could not arm my ſelf againſt 

| it 


183) 
kid nor for Compliments, with Mrs, 
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it. I was alſocharm'd, with thinki 
ſelf the firſt that gave him Wiſhes; that 
gave him Deſire, and Jo 
that formerly inſenſible Heart; ſeem'd no 
longer ſo to me. I was pleas d to en. 
courage a Pleaſure that deſtroy d my for. 
mer Pain, and I found young Worthy had 
in an hour done more towards my Cure 


than all my own whole two Years endes. 


vours. Mrs. Abiga/ thought our Conver- 
ſation ſomthing too Tender; the Wine 
working out in ill Nature with her, as in 
Kindneis with us; ſhe was impertinent 
enough to have offended us, had ſhe been 
worth it. After this, when he found me 
alone, he wonld ſometimes pretend to 
the Pleaſure of a Kiſs, but never declat d 
himſelf ; ſo that I believed my ſelf miſtak- 
en, when I reckon'd upon my Conquelt. 
He took occafion to be always with me; 
we read, we walk'd, we eat together, but 
ſill not a word of Love; he became un- 
imaginably improv'd like Cymon for Ipbi- 


genia, in the Fable; he-dreſs'd, he diſ. 


cours d, he no longer avoided the Ladies 
Compauy. All the World wondr'd at the 
Change; he became genteel as any Body, 
and appear'd with as gcod an Air; I told 
you at firſt, that he was perfectly welt 
ſhap'd ; to me, they attributed theſe Im- 
provements, calling him my Scholar; my 
Pain was inverted from London to the 


County 


7 | 
my 


y ; that Heart, 
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Country. I would have gyen all the World 
to hear his Mouth confirm, What his Eyes 
ſo often told me. What Laws ? What 
Manners ? What Cuſtonts have our 
„ex? How muſt we be Tantaliz'd ? How 
„ Tortur'd ? Why was it not permitted to 
1 ſearch his Heart? Why not to ask him, 
if yet he knew whether there was a Deity 
cal'd Love? Our perpetual Opportunities, 
our long Converſe, might have well ex- 
e W.cus'd it; but Modeſty over-ruFd even Cu- 
1 riolity and Vanity: I was forced to ſuffer 
| 
| 


in Uncertainty and Silence. Thus a whole 
Year run on ſince that Moment he firſt be- 
gan to make an Impreſſion upon my 
Hart. At length, amidſt the pleaſing 
WE Liberty of un-number'd Kiſſes. he brought 
cout with doubting Modeſty) that tran- 
ſporting word, I love you. I could have 
ſwore that till that minute, I never knew, 
what Joy, what Pleafure was; I could not 
lay for Reflection, I could not ſpeak ; [ 
more than ſpoke 7 I hug d him in an ex- 
tatick manner, more Charming, more In- 
telligible than a Thouſand words. You 
have known, my dear Clorinda, the Force 
of Love; wonder. not then, that thus, in 
me, he exerted his Tyrannick Sway; or 
think the Perſon Pve deſcribd, becauſe 
lower than my ſelf in Rank, unworthy of 
my Heart; his was by Inclina:zon Noble, 
and Dryden, who fo well knew the Paſ- 
ſions, tells us. 5 
„ Love 


vs 
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Pere our perpetual Companions; nay, we 
had an additional. Spy, a Friend of Mrs, 


: % 


ſome Misfortunes of her Husband. This 


ſion of his Kindneſs. She offer d at ſo mas 
ny Advances, that my jealous Eyes called Wy, 
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Lowe eithyr finds Equality, or maksit; MW"? 
Like Deat h he knows 20 aiffrence in degrees, 
But plains and levels all. 


After that he would perhaps have 90 
longer ſcrupled to ſpeak his Paſſion, but 
our Opportunities of being alone were few; 
what was now no Secret to me, was long 
ſince, by his Actions, ſuſpected by the 
Family. Mrs. Woudbe and Mrs. Abiza, 


Wonabe's, that was received there upon 


was a Damſel, that pretended to Airs and. 
Charms; would ogle my Lover, and (he- Nati 
ther by their delires, or her own Indi- Mpver 
nations) attempted to have made a divet. Nea 


em unpardonable. However, her Charme vit! 
were no way dangerous, and I belive |kirs 
need have given my ſelf no pain that way Head 
This Creature won upon my eaſy Nature 
by her A ſſiduities; and ſhe us d often Lor 


rally at Mrs. Moudbe's fears for her Bro-Morn 


Courſe of our Amour; and twas impot 


ther. Thus were we interupred in the fullMtoyy; 


ſible to ſpeak without being over-heard, Nan 
one or both of the Siſters were perpetually an ] 


uppen 
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the Town, which had not my Heart been 
engag d, might perhaps have ſerv d me to 
kugh at. But I was ever uneaſy, as well 
1s Worthy, out of each others Company; 
and tho? we could only ſteal a Glance, r 
ſometimes the Touch of the Hand, Fancy 
mprov'd our Pleaſures, and made them 
greater than any other Satisſaction out of 
dur ſel es! My firſt Fires were in their full 
orce, the Object only changed by an in- 
nlible Tranſmutation. I lov'd to the 


yas with a more pleaſing Pain, a ſecret 
Satisfaction, in having made a Conquelt 
yer that hitherto inexorable Virgia 
Heart ! | | 
{ conceive their Fears were, leaſt young 
Vorthy ſhould marry me; | was a Widow 
with an incumber'd Jointure, and his Af- 
nirs requir'd a Wife with a Fortune in 
rady Money. However, our Intelligence 
2d proceeded no farther than the word 
Love; and it ſeems to me, that he had not 
orm d (no more than my ſelf) any deſigns 
JOowards the poſſeſſion of what he lov*d, 
Mrs. Woaabe, and Mrs. Marwozd, (the 
Name of the other Lady) were invited to 
an Entertainment in the Town, that was 
| Ie: og. r e like 


upon the hearken. It was not ſo When 
any other Company vas with me, = 
had a ridiculous Pretender or two out f 


heighth of all my former diſorder, but it 
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me as 


calls it; and hearing all were gone out, 
came as uſual to my Chamber; I calt_my 
Eyes to the Door as it open d, and ſa wi hm 
with fo elevated a joy, that ſcarce gave him 
time to ſhut it after —5 For running m 

e as J lay. he threw himſelf upon m 
Mouth, and Eyes, and ſo tranſportedly 
kiſsd me, that 1 cou'd no longer doubt hut 


his Modeſty was giving place to hig He. 


ſires; when hearing ſome. body come up 
the Stairs, (which anſwer d exact ij ta m 
Chamber) I broke from his Arms, and& 
pening the Door, was ready to {wogn at 
the Sight of Mrs. H oudbe, return d very il 
or pretendedly ſo: She wou'd have gohe in 
huß l ſhut it after me, and directed her int 
the Dining-Room. She ask me Who had 
with me, I told her (in utmoſt Confuſiop) a 


Gentleman; She ſaid why don't vou then 
Madam, go to him? So I. muſt, anſwerdl 


And reurning, ſhut the Door to alter 5 


Court 'lntvigues; ' 1% 
but the Key was left on the dutſide. Loung | 
Worthy fa my Diſorder, and the guilty 1 
Air which yet I cou d not recover: I told | 
him the? we were never ſo Innocent, all 4 
P us. My Ungreis, 
the Diſbabilie of the Bed, the Door ſhut 
upon us, and my refufal to let her enter: 
$0 that happen what wou'd, for his Sake, 
was reſolved his Siſter ſhou'd not ſee him, 
who moſt diligently kept Centry in the Di- 
ning-Room, to watch who ſhou'd come 
out. Eran the Hazard and Scandal of be- 
ing ſuſpected with any other rather than be- 
ing confirm'd with him! She goes down 
to the Servants, to enquire who was with 
me, they tell her none but her Brother, 
who was come into two Moments before 
her. She return'd again to her Poſt in the 
Dining-Room, having not ſo far loſt her re- 
ſpect to attempt my Chamber Door; tho 
is I told you the Key was on the out- 
fide. I was at my Wits end for my Invth- 
tion, and wou'd have him get out of my 
il Dreſhng-room-Window upon the Leads, 
that anſwer'd to a Window in another 
part of the Houſe, and which by chance 
ves then open; from whence he might 
deſcend the back Stairs, and poſſibly get 
_ off unſeen. He objected fome Men that 
ere working in the next Neighbours 
"Ward: Ltold him in a Cafe like that ſome- 
N 2 thing 


Se. 


v2 „„ —— 2 — — 
— * 


Court Iutrigues, 


—— voy es 


thing. mult be hzzarded. - And. therefore 


removing with Expedition, the Glaſs and : 
Toylet, that was ſpread upon a Table un- 5 
der that Window, he ſhot in a Moment v 
from one to the other, and good Fortune 
favouring him, got down, the Stairs, and h 
through the Houſe without any of their I 2 
People ſeeing him! This was a Lucky Con- u. 
veyance, ſucceſsful Legerdemain And I g 
recovering my Fright, cou'd not chute but þ, 
laugh at the ſick Lady upon Duty; ſhe S 
ſtir'd not from her Polit, (I wonder how 
her Patience cou'd hold from Interrupting 
us; ) till after three Hours, (I calling for 
Candles) She ask d the Servant Who 
brought em, Who was with me? And ſhe 
anſwering no body : You muſt imagine 
what ſhe cou'd think. She had fer one 
Centry at the Street Door, which how 
they eſcaped ſeeing Worthy: goout I can't 
imagine, her ſelf had been upon the watch 
above; I had told her there was a Geatle- 
manin the Chamber with me; one Maids 
ſays tis her Brother, and ſoon after another 
tells her chere was no body there. My ap- 
parent Contuſion, and Diſhabilie : All theſe 
were what confounded even her Cunning, 
I believe till that Minute, ſhe juſpected 
not that her Brother had diſcover'd to me 
his Love, but the Appearances! were now 
Strong ; and ihe imagin'd us to be really 

5 Criminal 


ns Sues ww. dw 
6 


Criminal. Why ſhould I of a ſudden be 
ſo undreſt,? Why ſhut up alone with her 
Brother, where fhe was fefus'd entrance? 


left for us to do, as ma 
bad Market. Twas at worſt a moot point 
whether he was with me lor no. tick 
Mrs Moudbe ſaid nothing to her Brother or 
me, but kept cloſe, as well as Abig alto chieir 


watch. We had not time to ſpeak toge- 


ther for above a Week aſter. Oae Night 


he put a Paper into my Hand, Which have 


tranſeribd, becauſe your Curioſity may be 


oblig'd by reading a firſt Love-Letter with- 


out Art or Ornament, the Effects only of 


what that Paſſion could dictate; for it 


ſeem d to me twas to get the bettet of his 
Modeſty, that could not (had we had Op- 


Yrtunity) fo freely permit him to explain 


1mſelf, 2-4: 
VI YAM hy \ nol, | Gu. 
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an — 4 acceſs 10 Det Pol 
w/thprt, the pul or ge ale PI 5 ritipg. Fear, 
The {genjus's that haunt your C er, pre. 
went ithe Plepſare Joa. Sure 72 715 


and; fs me intq e e, le Pain to 
rhe Appearance of the gloning N pu 


| raging in my Bree in 


upon another, and ſtriue which ſhall tell you 


If gag moi d preſeraue my k Pye 1 
duly find-ous ſome way hop unintequpte 
freely! baſte the ſweets of Love! ig pgk A 
Homer igf humane Nature unprod e 0 pen 
the ineſtimable Pleaſures of F powerful Love 
a Plerſure ſo great, and ſo tranſporting, that 
tis inexpreſſible | My Thoughts too eagerly preſ# 


firſt, how much I Love, To deſcribe your 


| Bright Charms, 3s too great an | Artempt for 


my weak Genins ; I dare only ſay, I feet the 
Effect, in Extacy and Rapture | I doubt not 


bat your Goodneſs will excuſe and 4 7 
defect: 


„ = I EY mites. 


ut Inirigues, 

Nathre';"eſpecta * eve 
Heart, ' 7 Serif he - ns tz 5 

Oh "Ivcon lar ** thought:/? 
What neei have” I 10 Have t Id. 
reid d mark, of tial Famonr'? But tis 8 
Woman : Tet the beſt of u © hey Sex ; "all 
Truth, and — Ay bus hum ane Mature 
(in al things) Love changer; z the higheſt Tides 


— 


produce — Ebbs. Remember,” Bair 
— who ti rac. frſt 70 Love; Shabro ht 
me into this Lab riutb: Mill on nom azjert 


we ? Will you nom leave me ta be 10 inevi- 
tubly ? tell me truly): Or if In loſt teil me 
not at all Im paſt recovery; tis nut in the 

of Time, the cooleſt Thoughts of Reaſon, no- 
thing leſs than Death, can upfix my Love 
grounded upon ſo fim an Eſteem , TIvetted im- 
moveable within my. Heart, I faint —— G17 
me Life: Let we live, 404 Abbo love) 

To tell you the Pleaſure this Vetter 
gave me, wou'd too much confirm you in 
the Opinion of my Weakneſs... The gext 
day (being Sande) Mrs aud Went 
with me to Church, as I asfwas keene 
cou'd not forbear taking out the Paper 
to read it; I thought her wy her .Devor 
tions, and never minded her fquipt over 
my Shoulders: Whence ſhe gain nd the firſt 
part of the Letter, whick.covfhirm'd; her 0% 


pinion (from the Sight of the ChataQar) 


Vhencd it eam "oe Lovet, for a Night 
N 4 to 


"292 
— — — 


or two after. ſtaid in my Chamber, later 

by half an Hour than the reſt ; the Door 
Was open, and we cou'd not ſpeak ſo low, 
but we were over heard. Thoſe 
cious Moments! thoſe delightful \Em- 
\braces ! thoſe piercing Kiſſes, never to be 
*recall'd ! all was at the Mercy of. Mrs 
Mpudbe, who by hearkning, nb her ſelf 
4 Confirmation to her Fears. And the Se. 
cond Night met him at his oẽn Chamber 
Door (as he came from me) with millions 
of Reproaches; I knew nothing of what 
"was paſt till the next _—_ he N 
A Letter 10 5 rA 


JEN 


: Itz 


The Sccond E 17 TE K. 
ee Hamel ed wn his 


Tir Boi 25} » 4190) * | 077 

noa 2 , 

* $ imp » 2 Ines" 5 hs cn with 
„1 mhith T write to you upon this units. 
lan Subject?" We were over ead (if nat ſers) 
3aſt Night, by my married Siſter; ſhe receiv'd 
me at the head of the Stairs, Jie ay Chamber 
Door, and began to open. 

I was not ſo. much ſurprit d as I ue! 
fhou d have been, upon ſach an Occaſſon ?' ſbt 
Jaid, ſbe coud not believe what (he had bers 
told, had not her amn Ears convinc'd ber ut * 
D7 ' 
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. the Iruthof itt ſbe recounted: to me many par- 
r alar Paſſages; eſpecially that, when you (in 
„nuch Confuſion) thruſt her out of the Room, 

. 


len you had only a Night-Gown on, and in the 
5 þ w_ 3119 her: fol | 
I anſmer d, That ſhe had given her. ſelf 4 
eat 25 of Trouble, to little pur poſe: I did 
wt ſuppoſe but ſbe d truer Opinion of Both; 
hat indeed I lit d * = 275 Js — 
tre improving and delightful Company, but 
po inthe : _ that 4 2 | Life's Hale 
inperfectij / ome'Words,. and not others, turn d 
ll to the Subject they mere apprehenfive of, or 
Iſpected. the Tal | 

ing more uncertain when the ſound of Words 
not be diſtinguiſb d; I urg'd my own Inno- 


won the promiſe never to be alone with you 4- 
vain, ſince it gave her ſo much Uneaſineſs. 


Leſt you, ſhow? d be ignorant of; what has paſt, 


vith it, that you might nat juage untruly of 
my Neglect. The hazard is at preſent too great 
o me to break my Promiſe, therefore i you 
have (and I cat think otherwiſe) a real value 
or me oi wor f deſire it. Believe me, I (hall 

ver have 4 ſincere Love an Eſttem for you, 
ho are the ſame (or more) to me, thay ever. 
Tel me jour Thong his in «Letter, and ſud- 


in, for T ui n i fler fung, 


Pride, 


k was never ſo remote, no- 


ence, / o we parted, and appeas d her pretty well. 


thought it proper this way to acquaint you 


— — — . . ˙ wm — — — 
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nn — 
Pride, and [ndignation ſeit d me, at thi 
| reading of this, in a Stile ſo different from 
the former, What his 


his Siſter in 


nee 

df Intereſt was, I cod 
not tell; but I thought (be it "never 
great) de made too large a Sacriſice to it, 
and ſuch as Love could never forgive him; 


PRE as, diſcover'd, and my Honou 
WI 3 „ was not 

Concern. "1 that muſt needs ſenſib, 
affeQ a Soul haughty like mine, and w- 
vou d rather meet Death than Shame. 
gave him my anſwer next "Morning, 
wherein I complain'd of the "weakneſs of 
that Love, which cou'd not ſtand one Af 


ſault, the reſt vou may conclude by hi 
— e 


rr 
2944 v.23. 4 N 
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The Third LETT BR, | 
In Vindicaion of his doubted lone, 


W. 4 FO I wrote 0 20 ene 
ſo much to my Diſaduantage *, 1 an 
ſurpriz'd at yoar Anſwer. _ Tog\take my Neb 
ning quite contrary. to my Intentions; das f l 


liebe I can renounce and forſate 101 in who 
I have «ff my chiefeſt Homies $4 Lat ex: 


"ue e Tenderneſs of my Aﬀettions for you 


belicut 
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induftriouſly Mrs. Marmoud (owing me 
good Turn, for preventing her a Conque 
had a deſire to) told him, I was a Lady 
only ſeeking my Diverſions, and in whon 


| Vanity fo much prevail'd, as to expoſe his 


Letter to her, and then repeated part of 
what | ſhe had Wo 4 read over my 
Shoulder: He perſiſted in his denial, that 
he had never writ to me any, but When 
next we met, I found his Eyes declin'd me; 
and no longer animated by thoſe be. 
witching, ſoftning Glances, that Sweetned 
all the Cruelties of Fortune, and which 
Love of me fiiſt taugt; I putſud em 


but they were loft to me; I found time to 


ask the Cauſe of the Change : He anſwerd, 
I had expos'd his Letter etwas What he 
cou'd not account to himfelf for; and there- 
fore mult begin to practiſe a difficult Care 
upon his Heart, ſince I did but laughr at him, 
I had not leafure to anſwer, hut upon Pa. 
per endea vour'd to convince him how the 
Matter hap'ned : This gave me more, pain 
than I can expreſs. If they cou'd fuccged 
in fueh common Arts, of making à mit 
underſtanding between us, twas in , vail 
for me to expect the proſpect of any Hap- 
pineſs. I ſufferd more real anguiſh 5 


his falſe diſpleaſure than 1 can deſeribe 


My Letter wrought ſo far upon him, that 
at the next Mecting I fonnd — 
Pie 
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Fire returning to his Eyes; and when, up- 
on the firſt opportunity, he caught me in 
his Arms to kiſs me, I felt the ſame Eaſe, 
the ame Releaſe from Pain, as a Wreteh 
took from the Rack; or from that more 
exquiſite Forture, the Rack of Nature-; 
the Eaſe a Woman feels, releas d from 
Mother-pains: He {aid he had in vain ſtrove 
nM for his Cure : the more he ſtrove, the har- 
der it was to conquer. But my Clorinda, 
| found how dear I was like to pay for that 
Letter which had ſo transported me: Oh! 
Why muſt the Extremity of Pleaſure, produce 
the Extremity of Pain? 1 found his Mind 
daily. ſhaken, evn from its Foundation. 
He never wou- d believe, but that I had ex- 
poſed. his Letter. And all that cou d be 
laid, was, That he endea vour'd to forgive 
it me. But 'twas a Weakneſs he did not 
think I cou d have been guilty of: And if 
on the Side of Love I loſt no ground with 
him, 1 ſuffer'd much and wrongfully in 
his Eſteem ; beſides, the Pain I had been 
in, taught him the Power he had over me, 
and which upon all occaſions he too much 
exerted ; perplexing me as he pleas'd ; ta- 
king delight in the alternate Pains and 
Pleaſure, that he cou'd raiſe in me, and 
which I can't forgive him; for this was 
all done by ſnatches: For ſince the firſt 
diſcovery, I had never had ſo much as one 


quarter 
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quarter of an hours time to talk the mad 


ter over with him. Thus ftands the pm 


ſent State of dur Amour; be is gone tohi 
; 2 3 diſtant _ 5 Theſethre 
tedious Days and Nights I have li 
and hiv'd — one Sight of him. 170 
me ſincerely,: my Clorinda, (thou infallrbl 
Judge of Hearts) What doſt thou believe 
of his? Cou d I but find my ſelf in earneſ 
ſlighted, Pride and Diſdain in my haughty 
Soul muſt cure me: For tho' I ſo long a. 
gainſt my Will perſiſted conſtant to 
firſt Engagements, it was, - becauſe our 8. 
paration was the work of cruel Fortune, in 
which Unt indneſs had not any part. Til 
be vain to expect my Cure from Reaſon, 
for that points to Mutual!” Love, as the 


reateſt Good. I am not (my Clotinds 
rn to Happineſs; when young betray'd, 


and married where I cou'd never affect: 


You know the next, how my firſt dear In- 


* clinations were crols'd ; fee if I have any 


better hopes of this: Fortune cruelly is 8 
gainſt me; I can't hope not to be happy: 
Oh, reſtore me then by your wiſe Coan- 
ſels, to that bleſs d State of Indefferency; 
Extinguiſh in me, if it be poſſible, theſe 
erernal Sparks of Lowe, or teach me to 


transfer it to a brighter, a more whorthy 


Object; improve this Humane, to a Love 
Re _—_ 


alc. 
PR 23 8 © % 
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= cut bur 
oivine: Let methere/oaly; fox my Eterwal 


Hopes of unſading Joys, of Pleaſures un- 


knowing a decay, where (without: Re- 
proach) it will be meritorious to excel in 
Fondeſs ;-there only, where exceſs of Paſ- 
hon, gives (without Remorfe) excels of 
Pleaſure, free from thoſe allays attending 
Tranſitory Joys; Oh! aid me here to fix 
my Hopes, my Happineſs, withqut End, 
and without Change, as I am yours. 
Js | 
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A, Renunciation of Chymiſtry. 


p 18 to me, ſince my late Reflections 


and ſelf Diſcourſes, a plain Illuſion 


of tome. evil Spirit, that any Body of 


Senſe believes in Chymiſtry; nor can I o- 
therwiſe imagine how your Scrub: ſhould 
be yet Venerable. Iam heartily glad 1 
am cur'd of all thoſe hopes, and prefer 
Jealouſy of my Mittreſs, to the Torment 
of a Philoſophick Doubt, and think that a 
les fantaſtick Affliction than this: How 
can you let Scrub ſtill miflead you? How 


can the Devil delude in his own Shape? If 


come to Town time enough, and may be 


ad- 


—— * << 0H — — 24 
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admitted of your Politick Council, we will 
contrive a part in a Play for Roxana; were 
ſhe drawn affecting. and unſit for thoſe 
very Airs, ſhe would be thought in real. 

lity to have, it would methinks'be miracu- 

louſly ſurpriſing, to turn all her natural 

Faults- to ſtupid Deformities, and make 

the awkard Woman a skilful Actreſs. 1 

long to {ge Dr. Garth's Nine days Wonder; 

of that date I think you fay was the E. 

dit ion. Lou tell me, you long to fee 

what I have done; when you do, you'll 

find it, like all other ſtrong Delires, end 

in diſappointment ; for there is neither 

| Love, Galantry, or Poetry in it; but 
"2 what to me ſurpaſſes at preſent the Charms 
of *em-all, downright Religion, which all 
you Wits laugh at, but indeed laugh at for 

want of Reflection ; for if you'd allow it 

our Conſideration, you'd all be Votaries, 

it has ſo much of your only good Pleafare:; 

I aſſure you I am going to my Prayers, 

which profuſion of Delight is imbitrer'd 

only by ine Thought, that you, and all 


my Friends, will not ſhare in it. 
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Laiter of bind. | 


H E firſt e Lot bs ade . 
in Town had heen th your, but t 
ire ſome Vexations tom — 

can be at Reſt and Liberty: Beſides, Mis. 
p., (now my greateſt Terror) 2 
prevented my ventur ing to you!) Be pleas! 

to ſend me 4 Billet, wherein 1) may know! 
lam in your Fawbur, and that-pou'll aſſiſt 
me with your uſual, ſea ſona and: ha- 
bile Friendſhig on this accalion, ani g 
mn en obige, ns 25919 Of 
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LET T ER XXXVL 
Conſiſting of various Heads. 


ee... 

V ours of Sarardsy Night, I juft now te 

1 ceivd and am oblig'd to you for your 

ondolance of my loſt ' Miſtreſs, but you 
make up the misfortune on the account of 
your Recovery, tho you tell me my other 
is alſo vaniſſd. Tis "=y generous of the t! 
Princeſs to forgive me. f Ir as to ſend i ſc 
lf me her Service; as much Roxana as the \ 
it is on the Stage, The is Stutira elſewhere: 0! 
mw I would, methinks, write Panegyrick on i 2. 
ſo great an Heronine, as a Woman that ) 
can forgive an Injury. an Injury doneto I m 
_ her Beauty; be pleas d, Madam, to pre- 
+ ſerve yours with your Health, and ſtay as N 
ey: long as you can before you are Immortal, d 
which your Genius has enſur'd you. II 0 
heartily pray for you; and have, while I 5 
invoke your Happineſs, a reaſon for De. in 
votion, out of which you cannot rally d 


me. I am, if 
| Madam, th 
Tour moſt obedient, ana N 

moſt humble Servant 

St — 
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ſhall be reliev'd here, I think to mor» 
row, and be commanded to Greezwich.  _ 
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A Congratulation on the Encreaſe of the Lady's 
| Ri ches. 


ITI an hour, I would ſay an Ag 
1 ſiace my laſt to you; and 1 G9 
that Joy has ſomething in it, as trouble- 
ſome as Grief can bring. Your. Acæeſſion of 
Wealth, you'll be apt to think the occaſion 
of my repeated Impertinence: Tis, methinks, 
an injury to me that you are fo rich, ſince 
your Fortune may lefſen the ſincerity of 
my profeſſing an Admiration for you: 
But, Madam, 4 Truth in the ſearch of 
Nature could be found only by your In- 
duſtry, who are your ſelf the bel Pattern 
of what ſhe can do; all I can fay to yo 
is, may you ever live in the (till now 
imagin d) Riches of Chymiſtry, and a- 
dornd with all the Panegyrick of Poetry, 
if any thing in the latter can add the Au- 
thor of ſo excellent Pieces as your on: 
Nothing but the News in yours could in- 
© | #7 ſpire 
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ſpire me to {6 much calmneſs of Mind, 2 
to be able to tell you, Tam, - --. 


Madam, 
© * Tour moſt obedient, 
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humble Servant, 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 


A Anſwer to Lady that had defired to mult 
a him a Viſit in the Country, 
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TAT E would have exerted its utmoſt 
I Severity, had it loaded me with 
your Unkindneſs, after a Misfortune which 
nothing bur that can equal; Tmean the 
death of an Uncle, who was to me inſtead 
of a Father: I have been with, him during 
part of his Illneſs, and ſtaid to ſee him in- 
rerr'd, which was the the occaſion of 
my having but juſt now found your Let- 
ter, in which I can never ſufficiently ad- 
mire rhe Generoſity of your "Temper ; 
Wilo, though you had ſeemingly a real 

; Cue 
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Cauſe to be angry, could yet beſtow new 
Favours, when the Balance 'was already 
ſo much on your ſide. I could with Tran- 
ſport accept the Offer you make, were it 
not for ſome Relations we have with us, 
and ſome other Reaſons I could tell you, 
which make it at preſent not © conve- 
1 cient, but will, I hope, ſhortly be other- 
wife. Though my Abſence prevented me 
from hearing of you, it ſhould not how- 
ever have made me thus forgetful of 
” writing, had my Thoughts not been 
diſturb d with ſo {ad an Object, as rendr'd 
them unfit for Love and You, who pro- 
ducing only the moſt pleaſing Ideas, ſhould, 
e Halcyon-like, brood upon a Calm. Pra 
think of me as one who has the greate 
Eſteem in the World for you, and who 
aſſures you of it without Art, but with a 
oreat deal of Sincerity, I am, gh 


Henry Blount, 
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Tiro Letters of Love, by the Late 
' D 


of D 


TY Aviſh'd with reflecting on paſt De. 
lights, and more with ExpeQation 

| 

| 


of thoſe to come; for ſome time after [ 
jeft you, I found no room for any Thoughts 
bur Joy: At laſt your going out of Town 
like a black ſullen Storm, daſht all my 
pleaſing Hopes, and ſtruck me worſe than 
3 Thunder. If this cruel Journey cannot be 
1 put off, let me at leaſt live in hopes of ſee- 
4 ing you in the Country, and that it may 
be ſuddenly, elſe I ſhall wiſh I had never 
raſted of Joys, which ſerve only to make 
me the more unhappy, by loſing them as 


ſoon as I know how much they are to be 
valu'd. 


=" 4 


SETTER; .. 


HE News your Letter brought me, 

and which I did not receive till 
Mid-Night, made me fall into a Dittemper 
as much worſe than the former, as the 


FO 
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pains of the, Mind, exceed thoſe of the 
Body, ſince we are come to that cruel 
point of Time, that feparates me from the 
only Pleaſure I wou'd live to taſte, Give 
me your Permiſſion, and, as I told you in 
my laſt, I will find a means to come down 
in ſome difguye. * 
I here ſend you my Picture; there was 
Je. another doing, which wou'd have been 
on better. Now I will burn it, and at the 
game time curſe my hard Fate, for depriv- 
its ing me of ſo many happy Moments, waich 
vn (my Dear) nothing but your return can 


| 
a7 reſtore. | 
an 
3 
e- | 
a LETTER XIII 
er 2005 | 
de Y Lord ——- is at length married 
a8 1 to charming Mrs. ſhe bids 


fair tor appropriating him to her ſelf; for 
I'm afraid Mr. Drydems Obſervation (Brist 
at Fourteen, and Dall at Twenty) may hold 
good in him. Show'd ſhe chance to grow 
weary of her Choice (which in this Age is 
no wonder) {he will have more of her fide, 
than any fair Lady at Court, Who all 
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, earneſtly - ſeern to deſire to fee the Wrongs 
F he has done the Sex, return'd upon himſelf. 
He wha never in his Life before made Love 
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put ations, and the 


but ſubſervient to his Vanity; who with 
indefatigable Application ſought to betray 
and expoſe all, who were ſo weak as to 
truſt him. Tcan name you five Women, 
all of Condition, that he has actually ruin'd, 
and then forſaken ; for 'tis his Maxim, 0 
keep em his no longer, than they keep their Re. 
Opinion of the World, tho 
he has made it all his buſineſs to deſtroy 
both; following em to all publick Places, 
tracing after *em in the Park or Gardens; 
perpetually toaſting, turning his Coach as 
theirs turn in Hide- Part; Ogling in the 
Play-houſe, with ſo much Devotion, as to 
think it a Sin once to caſt his Lopks to- 
wards the Stage, or any other Object; his 
Hand to their Coach, or Chair, and to 


thoſe Who appear'd in the Apartment or 


Drawing-Room, he never fail'd with his 
publick Doaceurs of Eyes, and hanging 
his Noſe in their Neck: Like the Flow'rs 
of the Sun, turning as they turn, and ſeem- 
ing inſenſible of all things elſe. By theſe 
Cares and Aſſiduities he has ſupply d his 
want of Wit and Merit; for to ſome of 
your thoughtleſs Sex, Induſtry paſſes for 
Senſe ; and let em have but the appearance 
of Paſhon from their Lovers, they take all 
his Indiſcretions as an overflowing of the 
Heart, which it is not in his power to 
eme enen 

| often 
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often with their Repnt/ation, rather than 
Fay bate of thoſe exterior, deſtructive, falſe 
to MEvidences of Love. True Love ſeeks the 
en, ¶ Good of the perſon belov'd, and is proud 
"d, Wand pleas'd in ſecret, with whiſpering to 
to himſelf alone the Favours beſtow'd upon 
de. him by the Fair. This is a ſatisfaction, 
10' Min which Vanity has no part; and is fo | 
dy much the greater, becauſe it is entire» By | 
Ss, Epreſerving the Eſteem and Reputation of | 
; Wthe perſon belov'd, we provide for the 
as duration of our own Happineſs and Con- 
ie FW fancy ; Efeem being not one of the moſt | 
to MW inconſiderable Foundations of a laſting 
> MW Paſhon. | | 
5 Had this Lord been a Beauty or a Wit, 
o I ſhou'd then have aſcrib d to his Perſon | 
r I thoſe Succeſſes, which I now give to his 
s Aſſiduities; but tis no ſuch matter, un- | 
Less you'll call Wainſcoat-colour good Com- = 
s plexion; rotten and loſt Teeth Perfection; 
Small-Pox, Scars, deeply indented Beauty- 
Lars: Not indeed, that we can want the 
variety of his Paſſions in his Face; for one 
de is not at all like the other; and ſo far 
we may call him extraordinary. By this 
you may gueſs at the Make, which on the 
Left offers as fall and oval, the other flat 
and long. I have noQuarrel as to his Eyes 
or Mouth; I ſuppoſe he Ogles and Kiſſes 
well: His Time is entirely divided be- 
| 25 * tween 
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tis a queltion. or beyond one, whether his 


tween his Amours and his Toylet : He has 
made a Campaign or two; but I think they 
hapned in Summers of no Action: He 15 
perfectly well skill'd in the Diſcipline of the 
Camp, fo far as relates to Gaming and 
Drinking. What Time he has beſtow'4 
upon his Studies, I can't find, unleſs in ac- 
quiring of Foreign Languages (which u 

my word I know nothing of ;) he has 
neglected his own : Many of his Letters! 
have ſeen, like a Beſſus's Challenges, all in 


one Stile, and all in ill Engliſh: But it 8 


wou'd be perhaps pedantick, and not like 
a Gentleman, or not like a Lover, ſhou'd 
he ſhew too exact a care that way; is 
ſufficient that he confines Forms to his Per- 
ſon, where he is a moſt religious Obſerver 
of Stiffneſs and Conſtraint ; not one of all 
his Motions appearing free from it; for, 
in ſhort, he is nothing but Form. And 
then for for his Morals, they can be with 
Juſtice equall'd to nothing but his Devotion, 
of which he once gave us an unexampled 
Inſtance : His Good-nature 1s fo remarka- 
ble, that there is ſcarce living that perſon 
of whom he vouchſafes, to tpeak well: 
He ſcruples not to think the whole Race 
of Human- kind (himſelf excepted) as wick- 
ed as they can be; and that they act ei- 
ther in publick, or private, all they may; 


Tutors, amongſt the other Vertues, had 
a hp 
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not quite forgot to define to him, what 
Greatneſt of Mind, or Generofity means : 
Nay, ſome offer to lay ſubſtantial Wagers 
on it, that he has as yet never heard of 
their Names; ſo that (poor Gentleman) 
twou'd be barbourous ro 5 Returns, 
where ye have ſent no Effects; a perfect 
* Tyranny in Nature, and which we muſt 
5 Y ſhare Principles with him to be guilty of. 
His firſt publick Amour was, with 

| charming Mrs. K, — ſhe has Wit, as 
well as Beauty; which made his ill Uſage 
of her as much the more unpardoneble, as 
it did her liking of him. She was of a 
good Family, liv'd with her Mother and 
Brother (a Man of Honour) Ten Miles 
from Landon: He never ceas'd following 
her, till her Reputation was loſt : Her 
Age but ſixteen ; eaſy every way to be 
impos d on: She was quickly perceiv'd 
with Child, and being then Threeſcore 
and Ten Miles diſtant from Home, with her 
Mother, viſiting Relations, and Miltreſs 
of but little Money, was order d to be gone, 
and fee a Family no more, which no 
longer cou'd own her, as any part of it : 
4 She came to London in great need of all 
Things; My Lord no longer remember'd 
the Obligations he had to her. Mit, Jouth, 
Peau g, Lasuily, Reputiion, were of no 
Vega with him ie taxed her with In- 
eon 
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ſiee her than the Church Mardens; he liv d 


ſmall reſpect for either Church, or Charch: 


ſtianity; His Father's Siſter, by the Father; 


conſtancy, Indiſcretion, Galantries with & = 
thers, and put her off with a nonſenſical 
Ergo the Child cou'd be none of his ſor 
that wou'd be (unlike him) in want of h 
all things, and himſelf wanted for nothing, 
This Syllogiſm is a true pattern, upon mf 
word, of his Underſtanding. The Nymph 5 
reduced to the laſt deſpair, was making a 
Vertue of Neceſſity; and reſolved (ſince g 
ſhe had not wherewith to eat ) to ſtarve her 
ſelf to death: Pm miſtaken, if I have not 
credibly heard, that ſhe had faſted either 
two or three Days, when a Good-natur 
Midwite took her into her. Houſe, and 
found means to make his Lordſhip pay tor 
it, by ſending him word, he had better 


then with his Mother, and had as yet 
{ome fear of offending her ; becauſe in 
that he ſhou'd offend his own [Intereſt : or 
elſe I am afraid he wou'd have had as 


Wardens, as he has ſince ſhou'd in another 
Caſe, (7 

His next publick Amour, for I concern 
not my ſelf with his private (if he has e- 
ver had any that were ſo) was-—- Oh 
deteſtable The Fright o Nature ; The 
Bane of Human Converſe; Horror of Chri- 
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A Lady nobly married, but moſt unfor- 
| | tunate 
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I unate; Doubly, doubly fooliſh in wrong- 
„ng ſo good a Lord, and with her Nephew 
Ical too; his Inſinuations, his Perſeverance, 
wor his formal Affiduities prevailing, firſt taught 
ol her to offend. Her Charms reach'd no 
higher than her Breaſts ; She was well 
MY ſhhap'd, and clean limb'd ; which was all: 
MY gut in her Lover's Eye, ſhe had one Beauty 
81 that cou'd Balance a thouſand Defects. 
ue She preſented, and ſhe paid weil; which was 
no mean Charm to a younger Brother, 'in 
part depending upon his Mother, who 
paſſionately lov'd Intereſt, and vain Expences 
rd upon himſelf; but yet had not the Wit to 


nd preſervec his Good. For Vanity ever upper- 
for moſt, dictated to him, that his happireſs,was 
ter ww happineſs, Whiſt any living Creature was 
1 a J 


ignorant of it. In ſhorr, he laid about him o 
hanſomly that way, that the Lady's Hus- 
band was the only one that was ignorant of 
the Affair for two Years together. This ſcan- 
dalous Commerce — his Mother to 
the laſt degree; he loſt her Favour upon 
it, and was forc'd to ſtick cloſer to his Mi- 
ſtreſs, in point of Penſion. At length they 
were ſo open in their Amours, that her 


0 Lord cou'd not be ignorant of it; he part - 
ed with his Lady, and quarell'd wirh her 
le Le r 
Lover. But ſee the Conftancy of our Hero, 
When ſhe had no longer the Opinion of the 
World on her fide, nor her Lords very 


0 | good 
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good Eſtate. 


diſcarded by her Husband and Relations, 
ſent packing after her Lover to London. 


the fame) he now pretends to be embark d 


good Eſtate to Tupply his Riots, he pre- 
rended Jealouſy of a Diamond Ring ' ſhe 
gave another, and abruptly left. her, to 

ractiſe with whom ſhe. pleas'ed the ill 
17 5 he had taught her. 1 

Next comes upon the Stage Mrs. 7 
A Genteleman's Wife in the Weſt, of a very 
After my Lord had done 
what in London was neceſſary to put her 
into the Number of the Unfortunate, and 
ruin'd her Reputation with all but her 
Husband, he follow'd her down into the 
Country, in a pretended diſguiſe, and ma- 
nag d the matter ſo cunningly, that a thou- 
ſand to one of his (ide, it ſhou'd be quickly 
diſcover'd, as indeed it was, and the Lady, 


She expected all things from his Gratitude, 
but had been much leſs deceiv'd, in pre- 
paring for his Inconſtancy. He did not in- 
tend to ſet up for one of the Keeping-Fools 
of the Town; that were directly inverting 
the Cuſtoms he had hitherto with very 
good ſucceſs prattis'd ; beſides, that his 
Excuſes might have a little variety, (tho 
his Reproaches of her favourite Rival was 


in an honourable Affair of Matrimony, 
which employing all his Thoughts, and 
giving him to know the vanity and * 


— 
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ſhe urge him to repetition of em, but endea- 
to your to reconcile her ſelf to her Husband, 
il . but ſhe telling him twas e 
por Matter of Fact was againſt her; his 
Coming into the Country, their Jater- 
views, and the Favours receiv'd, were un- 
deniable. Upon which he coldly hum'd, 
and anſwer'd, He was ſorry for it; but 
Thanks to Nature, the Market of Love 
lay open before her; ſhe had Touth and 
Charms, and need not fear ' repairing, by 
her Beauty, the ruin it had made; he was 
her very humble Servant as far as good 
Wiſhes, and as it cou'd conſiſt with the 
hononrable Love he was engag'd in, '&c. 
but cou'd no more allow himſelf the Ho- 
nour of ſeeing, her without injuring, not 
le, only that, but his Peace of Conſcience, 
e © which he with great Earneſtneſs was en- 
n- © deavouring after. 

i: Now his honourable Affair, as he call d 
g it, was with a young Lady, extream 
Charming, under the Care of a wiſe Mo- 
s ther; who being acquainted with my 


pre- of his former Ways, he beg'd her nas to 


Lord's Reputation, was not fo eaſy to be 


impos d on as her Daughter. She, after a 


8 
d ew Viſits, did not fail toask his Intentions; 


„be aſſured her, he ſhou'd think himſelf 
} honour'd by Marrying the Young Lady. 
The Maid had a prety Fortune, and her 

| Mother 
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as they wiſh ; and therefore, Without ſery. 
ple, left his Lordſhip all neceſſary Oppot. 


a little time ſhe return d to the Charge, to 


Mother gave into the weakneſs, comitnon 
to Parents, of believing of their Children 


runities of Courting her Daughter. Aſter 


know what he defign'd : My Lord ex: 
plain d himſelf to her ſatisfaction, and next I 
day brought a Weding-Ring, which pre- IL 
ſenting to the young Lady, they were con: t 
tracted before her Mother, my Lord ma- ¶ t 
king his Mother s abſence the pretence for N v 
their not immediate Solemnization of the Nh 
Marriage; but he wou'd write for her WW t 
Conſent; which if refuſed, he wou'd aft 
of himſelf, all that Love and Honour res 

uired. Who after this, won'd not have 

ought it Sin to ſuſpect him? The Old 
Lady did not; but fo. far reſign'd the Care 
of watching over her Charge, that my 
Lord found means to make himſelf as haps 
Py as he deſired, The Eaſy undone Lady 
being pleas'd tp gratify'what ſhe thouglit, 
his Love: Tig nor to be donbteFbut thar 
he grew col& after theſe Favours; viſited, 
at Fr more ſeldome, and at length not 
at all; for he very much fear'd, being 
preſs'd to a performance of thoſe promiſes, 
he had in his Heat already broken; the 
young Lady perpetually in” Tears at theſe: 
appearent Slights, and ſick of the mo 
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ment. gave gccaſion to her Mother to 
ſuſpett her Diſeaſe; who ſo effectually 
prefs'd her, that ſhe not only confeſs d her 
Diſhonour, but the Effects of it; which ſhe 
had reaſon to fear by the new Diſorder, and 
Change ſhe found in her felt. This wiſe 
Lady reflecting, that Noiſe wou d ruin her 
Daughter's Reputation in the World; and 
that a fault untold, is undone, took occaſion - 
to ſend my Lord hisRing and Letters back, 
with one from the young Lady, to releaſe 
him of his Contract, without telling him 
the Cauſe, or the leaſt Complaint; and 
defiring, that he wou'd alſo on his fide do 
the ſame by her. My Lord did not fail to 
obey ; and according to her Deſites returnd 
her Letters. Thus was his Vanity diſap- 
pointed of this Triumph ; the prudent Mo- 
ther forbore Suing him in the Prerogative- 
Court upon the ContraR, as another leſs 
wiſe might perhaps have done; Twoud 
ſcarce have got her Daughter a Husband, 
but ſhe was certain it wou'd Infamy ; and 
order'd the reſt of the matter, as to her 
Breeding, with that Secrecy, that my Lord 
umſelf only ſuſpected it; and when to his 
Confidents, he reported the reſt of the 
Story all for Certainty, he cou'd only 
make a Gueſs at this. After which I ſup- 
doſe he liv'd ſome time upon the Public; 
and ſo much to his Diſadvantage, that he 
B+ 7 had 


118 Court Intrigues, ER 
had Occaſion of conſulting the famousPhy- 
ſician of Soho; and at ſo great an Expence 
of his good Looks, that what was not 
charming before, became hideous now). 

Yet was not Fortune weary of perſecu- 
ting the Fair Sex; ſhe en:iploy'd this Lord 

as her Agent for miſchief, when ſhe re. 
ſolv'd to ruin any one. There was a little 

fair Creature about this Town, that pre- 
tended to be, or was married to a very 
pretty Gentleman, and they liv'd together 

as Man and Wife, and he was very fond 

of her. This Lady our Hero follows with 
Aſſiduity and Succeſs ; ſhe was as indiſcreet 

as his Vanity cou'd deſire ; and as her Hus- 
band reſtrain'd none of her Expences, ſhe 

dreſs'dat my Lord with prodigious Variet 
and Spleadour ; the two Parks, the wy. . 
and the PI, told the World, what they 
neither of em took care to conceal ; to be 
ſhort, the Husband had too many Friends 

to keep him in Ignorance of her Infamy ; 

he 'took the Occaſion to break with her, 

and diſown her for his Wife. His Lord- 

ſhip was at that time preparing for the 
Campaign ; and if Fame do not belye the. 
Lady, the greateſt part of the Plate, that 
furniſh'd his Tent, was che Frodlewuy of 

her Love. During his abſence, Ihe com- 
mences a Suit againſt her Husband for ſe- 
parate Maintenance. Whilſt it was yet but 
- 9240 -: SE 
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in its beginning, he dyes, without makinggg 

any proviſion for her. Tis true, he made 1 

2 Will, but in it ſhe was not mentioned. 

This occaſiomd the continuance of her 

Suit, which all that know. Do@ors-Commons 

muſt conclude very chargeable. Then, if 

over, Friends were to approve themſelves 

ſo to her. My Lord returns, finds her 

Affairs but in an ill Poſture ; and from © 
thence you are not to doubt the date of - © 


—_— 


d his colaneſs; he regulates: by them his Paſ- 
{ W fon; and when ſhe reproach d his In- 
1 differency, and ſeem d to expect his hind-. 
t 
8 
{ 
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neſs in her Buſineſs, he made anſwer, That 
if he lov'd never ſo much, he cou'd not + 
pretend to be able to carry ona Law-Suitz - © % 
and therefore referr'd her to thoſe, that : 
cou'd. This Affair ſo heroically diſpatch'd, ; 
the Town was impatient to know where — 
„ wou'd next make his Addreſſes: For i 
ure it was, they wou d EY public ; 1 
as indeed it hapned in the Caſe of M — 
She had too much Mit and Virtue to be im- 
pos'd upon by the falſe glittering. of his 
Pretences, that painted Varniſh might ſuc- = 
*ced with Thouſands better than her; not VE 
that he left any of his former Arts unat- 
tempted, but ſhe was true to her Princi- 
ples ; and ſince he cou'd not have her up- 
on his own Terms, he was glad to agree 
to hers, They were, after a long Court- 
OM C35: mip, 
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"Thip,/ married this laſt Weck: Young Lat 


a Sex. Iam, with all poſſible Reſpect. 
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dyts are ever in the right, when theyfean 
get themſelves 'Husbands ; but I with his 
Temper do not make her repent it. For 
aſſuredly ſhe is a Woman of a great deal of 
Good Nature and Merit. Requite no more 
News of me this half Lear. I've ſent you 
a Hiſtory, rather than a Letter; and it you 
conclude me, Madam, a little too fevere 
_ his Lordſhip, know Fm enrag'd at 
all, Who, like him, expoſe the Honour 
Women, or can do a cruel thing to ſo (oſt 


: * 


Madam : 
Tour moſt obedient, 
Faithful Ser van 
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